
NICHOLSON, ALVA LEE “DICK” 
 
Birth 

 

 September 13, 1878 in Polk Co.,  

Iowa 
 

Death 

 

 October 15, 1961 in Pomona,  
Los Angeles Co., California 

 

California, Death Index, 1940 – 1997 

Alva L. Nicholson 
Date of birth: September 13, 1878 

Date of death: October 15, 1961 

Place of death: Los Angeles, California 

Mother’s Maiden name: Ross 
 

Cause of Death 

 

Cemetery Lot 
 

 Buried on Lot 41 

 

Father 
 

 Johnathan Vernon Nicholson 

 

Mother 
 

 Sarah A. Ross 

 

Census 
 

1880 – Bloomfield Twp., Polk Co., IA; ED167; Page 448A; July 12, 1880 

Dwelling 186; Family 186 

 Nicholson, Jonathan  55 farmer    OH OH OH 
  Sarah   34     IL OH OH 

  Louie   13     IA OH IL 

  Meadie  11     IA OH IL 

  Ottie   09     IA OH IL 
  Lorne   06     IA OH IL 

  Garfield  02     IA OH IL 

 

1885 – Bloomfield Twp., Polk Co., IA 



Dwelling 196; Family 200 

 Nicholson, Johnathan  43 farmer    OH 
  Sarah   38     OH 

  Lewis E.  15     Polk Co., IA 

Alminda  13     Polk Co., IA 

Otis J.   11     Polk Co., IA 
Loran   08     Polk Co., IA 

Alva   06     Polk Co., IA 

Vernon V.  03     Polk Co., IA 

 Cunningham, Ross  66 laborer    OH 
 

1895 – Des Moines, Polk Co., IA; 1st Ward; Page 10; Roll 87 

Family 48 

 Nickelson, Sarah  57 divorced   OH 
  Lewis E.  26     Polk Co., IA 

  Alva L.  16 farmer    Polk Co., IA 

  Vernon V.  13     Polk Co., IA 

 Ross, William   23 farmer    Marion Co., IA 
 

1900 – Bloomfield Twp., Polk Co., IA; ED61; Page 9; June 12, 1900 

Dwelling 116; Family 117 

 Nicolson, J. V.   68 Wd – farmer   OH NC NJ 
      Born September 1831 

  Alvie   21 farm labor   IA OH OH 

      September 1878 

  Vernon V.  19 farm labor   IA OH OH 
      Born March 1881 

 

1905 – Polk Co., Iowa; State census;  

 Nicholson, Alva V.  26 Single    IA OH OH 
 

1910 –  

 

1915 –  
 

1920 – Des Moines, Ward 2; Polk Co., Iowa; ED98; Page 2B; January 2, 1920 

Dwelling 20 

Locust St. 
 Nicholson, Alva  40 Single – Lodger  IA IA IA 

 

1925 –  

 
1930 – Des Moines, Ward 5; Polk Co., Iowa; ED50; Page 2B; No date given 

Dwelling 10; Family 35 

707 Mulberry St. 

 Nicholson, Alva  51 Single – Lodger  IA OH OH 



 

1940 – Des Moines, Polk Co., Iowa; ED100-89; Page 11B; April 26, 1940 
Reid Hotel, 214 Walnut St. 

 Nicholson, Alvey L.  61 Single - Lodger  IA OH OH 

  ********************************* 

WWI Draft Card Registration 
Date of Registration: September 12, 1918 

Serial No 708 

 

Alva Lee Nicholson 
Residence: 235 Ewing Apts., Des Moines, Polk Co., Iowa 

Date of birth: September 13, 1879 

Age: 39 

Occupation: Farm hand 
Nearest relative: Meda M. Denison – sister 

Height: medium 

Build: medium 

Color of eyes: blue 
Color of hair: brown 

 ******************************** 

WWII Draft Registration 

Date of Registration: April 27, 1942 
Serial #2617 

 

Alva Lee Nicholson 

Residence: 7th& Locust, Hotel Albany, Des Moines, Polk Co., Iowa 
Age: 63 

Date of birth: September 13, 1879 

Place of birth: Polk Co., Iowa 

Person who will always know where you are: V.V. Nicholson, 1723 NW Dr., Des Moines, IA 
Height: 5’ 7” 

Weight: 142 

Color of hair: Gray 

Complexion: Light 
Color of eyes: Blue 

 *********************************** 

Funeral Home 

 
 Rose Hill Mortuary, Whittier, CA 

 Dunn's Funeral Home, Des Moines, IA 

 

Obituary 
 

 [The Des Moines Tribune, October 17, 1961, Page 7] 

 



 Services for Alva L. Nicholson, 83, of Pomona, California, a former Polk County 

resident, will be at 1 p.m. Thursday at the Dunn Funeral Home here.  Burial will be in the 
cemetery at Orillia. 

 Mr. Nicholson, who was known by the name Dick, died Sunday at Pomona after a long 

illness.  Born in Polk County, he lived in this area most of his life. 

 He was past noble grand of the Fort Des Moines I. O. O. F. Lodge and was a member of 
the Moose Lodge here. 

 Surviving is a brother, Vernon V. of Pomona. 

 ******************************************* 

Funeral Home 
 

 Rose Hill Mortuary, 3900 South Workman Miel Road, Whittier, California 


