Nine OTclock,

T . Me 12 74
My Dear Little Boy:- March, 26-43

Your four letters came today o - . 3

eternity since I had ;eafgt?rzgdvgioagtszegTg%ad to get them, Tt seemed like an
alone now and have T over been m;kiné g;ﬂﬁwéggaEF0$%§ %ysp&ayﬁ,h I am blissfully
allo}n shape new, plenty of new hose and lingere té‘étar%Jéuf wiigeqﬁg %ressés‘
IJWlLl ge? my two new coats and then come home and ad@uét thém i% Ic&ét %?grxgqu
Firast I1W111 take care of the househould and home inguran@ewﬁéféfe Ibcemﬂl} e o
and I think T shall double it for the next three years em account of thég l®?§
planes around here and then tee we have the rugs ”raffig@rator and stove 2 %mig
dining room Qgtfit begides all the imprevements én the h@mé@ There is Dﬁahg% &ig
gad night Tlying ever and you cannet tell when ene will take a nose di%@JiH%@ ;&
house., They were barnstorming and relling over and all seorts of things today h

I watched them as I hung eoubt the washing, o S

It hgs been a pretity busy day Tor me and T am so sore and tired that T den't know
whether I am going or coming. I got up and did the usual mrrning chores and got
my breakfast and then went to take my lesson hy eleven, then gatuhcme aﬁd'i2~%0
atarted the hoet pot and got ready to wash, I washed all the front b@ﬁrodﬁ cﬁ%ﬁéin
all in the kitcehen, two blankets, the cover that goes over the davenpert and the
bedspread in the backbedreom, rugs in kitchen and bathroom, Bebby's guilts and
blankets and what things I had dirty. I alse carried ashes and put eut in front o
of the garage as it was so muddy and the ruts se deep that 1t was hard to get in
and out with the car. Se I weund up with supper at about seven, did the dishes
and then teek a het bath and shampeo and rested a while and new I am writing to

the most precious persen on earth.

If I den't have too much to do on my coats tomorrow when I get home I am going te
wash the car when the sun is the warmest, It was enly 50 degrees above teday butb
yesterday it got up te 60 aboeve, T hepe tomerrew is warmer, I have some pileking
up in the yard to do since the snow and ice is gone but is it ever muddy and
goft, Mr, Myvers sure did a clean job with the trees., I'm se glad that I was able
to get him, I should have carried the cans across the road but I was just tee
tired to do it today., I did want to go to church tonight as I haven't been able t
to go all week and this is the 1aat week, Mavbe I can ge btomerrew night, Sunday
they are going te have a meeting in the afterneon and evening at the Colesium,
The Navy Mothers are invited to attend in a bedy and =it en the platform and he 1
1s going to tell about the ginking of the Yerktown in detail, I den't think it
will be very muech of a thrill, in fact I would rather net hear ef it because we
are having reports of so many of the boys frem Ottumwa being migsing and killed

that it gets me all upset.

T toe feel that your leave will be coming before long., 1 just had that feeling te
come te me when I went te bed sunday night and I feel 1t so strong that I am just
working as fast as I can o get things all in shape, I paid the rent on the de e
posit or vakubebom vault bex at the Bank so that will go for another year Tronm
next summer, I just forget the month whether it 1is June or August, T must leok at
the receipt again, I am getting everything together in a pile that we will want
to take back with us,.,, and I am nobt gebting any more coal when this is gene be-
couse T don't want te leave any in the basement te cause trouble, With it being
closed up and any dampness which we alwaye have in there at times the fine coal
may take a notion te burn right in the ceal bin. T could svend a geg& twe days
in the basement cleaning it up and will if I ean find the time..I will try te
get the electric plate mailed out to you tomervrew if pessible, if I can't ; will
Monday witheut fail. T think that will be nice Tor you to eatb thay way untllayau
get tired of 1t and then you can ge out once in a while fer your breakfast or

seme meal fer a change.

bhrill eut ef your deseriptien of the place, What a time we will

I sure got & ] ) i
have rambling ever all these hills and seeing things from that tewer up high.
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That lake with bass in it sounds good te me too, I wish 1 had ene of those bags

cagting bugs new, I came near te gelting one last summer just in case we got te
go over te lake Fisher sgain and then I didn't se if T had it now I would he all
cet with a new line te pull in some goof ones, Fh? Laugh if yeu want te.

Yesterday I went te town to gel my five 1bs of sugar and a pound of coffee and

‘T aspent 24 points and have 24 mere te spend before the month is ever, If thers is
anything to get that you can use and is rationed you have to use these before the
Tagt of the month, I get four jars of what used te be called perk and beans bub
they don't have any pork in Them any mere, T geot some material and made me tweo
new slips, I leoked for ready made ones bubt they were like slips all right but
pillew slips and they would juet buret out at the seams so T got the material and
came home and made me some big enough te sit dewn in, Anything but having Lo sew
up slits all the Time,

Wwish T was with you tonight se that we could sit up en the hills clese te the

stars and leok ever the valleys and listen to the night seunds., The little fregs
‘are tallking here now and the air is just full eof all Tinds of birds, I heard a
Veadewlark teday and 4id 1t ever gound. good teo me, You ehould see how fast the
buds are swelling on the maple tree over in Rarten's, Onh,yes the old man will be
coming home now at any time, T thought thie would be his last time oub there and

didn't leek for him to come back but Evelyn tells me that he will be coming new

most any day. I'1l.bet that old devil lives te be as pld as uis father ah@ad of
him, ‘

Yeu gimply thrilled me with the deseription eof that pitcher and tumblers in milk
glass, L1'11 bet that is something that this tewn will never see around it. Say

de you know that I wrete you that I had your hebndil blue plates? Well why don't
you say semething asbout it or den't you feel intereated? They sure are beaubiful.
Duncan glass., The hebs make 1ittle bumps all areund the edge of the plate instead
of just a smeoth edge. Just wailbt until you eat ice cream and cake off of them and
Cocoa Cola in those beautiful tumblers and have the ice cream in the sherbertd
dishes, Yum, Yum, I will get a Xick out of prowling around in the store down
there. I presume they have so many different things than we do and live so much
more different too. ; '

Here comes the Zepher, I am wabching Tor the one that you will be ceming in en.

A freight is going up the nill and it seunds a little bit like we were going te
have rain. However the night ig perfectly clear butl it has been that way of night
“and then in the morning- it would be foggy and cloudy until neon and after., It
clears up in the afterncons then and igs real pleasant,

If you can find a place vwiere we can eat and T can sleep, I will take down heans
and things like that to fix our own meals and Then as T empty the jars mayhe L
can go over to Kentwood te some of the felks ever there and can something else
up in them to bring home with me later on, You and I could eat together for wha't
it would cest fer you to buy just your ewn meals, You leok around before you
come home and then T will take the things which we might need for cooking and
aome canned goods back with me, I+ T do have Lo come alone T am going @as?
until T hit highway #61 and then 5t bakes me right on in to Viekburg, believe

it or not., Put I am trusting the Lord To aend you home NOW before I have teo
atart and so that we can use H and 6 gas tickets if necessary to geb there on,
put if you tell the ration board here that yeu will need your car to get to and
from the camp and to Yentwood with yeu will be able to get gas bto go backlth@re
to Vieksburg on. Bubt you have to go in persen to 4o it se I cannot have that

detaill done for youU. .

Se sorry to hear about Jim, 1 hepe he gebs time to de some @e?iaua thingigg w?il
in the hespital. This may be a warning for pim and the n%xﬁ’t%m@bsogeg?;ggbgixu%
may happen, Oh put my nese itches, T ®now that you are golng Lo e coming

fore too leng and I do so want to have everything talken care of that I can by
myself,



.
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Tomorrow I must get a haircut, I sure leck like a dog, I am glad that you &ré

getting seme of that hair back,

1 > 4 LY ¢ 2 “ o
golng soon now, he has been to Des Moines snd had his physical se he will be
-~ wd 8 e =i bt 3 - LI M

s is
leaving very soon, Lance Young died last Sat and was burried Wed of this week,

ot

Did you knew that John Tray had a boy eighbteen vears 0ld? Well he has and h
i

—

I don't know any news to tell veu of im ue i ;
: wHow any hews to vell veu of impertance., I am just stavine o
ing as fast as T can to cet thines in chane a Lhod Just staying nome apd @@rkm
1g a8 Tast as I can to ge vlngs in shape so that we can be ‘on our wav in Jig
time, Carroll did tell me that Totus is expected home the 28%th ~F this month om
soon after, o ‘ ' '

I am se glad thap you have a nice place now and I do hepe and pray that yeu will
get to go back to Kentweod if it is the Lord's will, Did you knew that en March
24th thgt you were noet only gene for five menths but thrat it was Vernon's birthday

tee? I thlgk he was another homesick bey. I get a card from him today thanking
me for the birthday cards T sent him and saying that he was glad I remembered him,
He was 37 years old, You will be 28 before you tmow it tee and I will be 47
in Nev., and brother 57 in Augnst, Well think what all has happened wince we
were out there near his birthday time a year age. T¥ast work isn't 149 Mother
would have been 81 this Feb and Dad would have been 8% in Jan. '

I saw Bill Tomer staggering past the other day, se drun¥k that T doubted he could
make 1t home without falling dewn, He ig 83 years old, Some guy if you ask me,

He stands up and tells me how he wants to meet peer old Ida in heaven and T would
like te ask him if he thinks Le is going te get there and give him a good kick in
the seat of the pants, - o R

" My new garment should be here from Nora's in a few more daye, She sent it as a
special medical order in order %o rush it out, That will set me back $5,00 but I
sent for the three at Lane Bryants and there is only ene oub of the three that I
have had time to fix so that T can use them at all, Se T was nothing ahead,

i

I hesr that the colored dostor hags been called teo service now, I wonder what the
people of the town will do for a dector at night as he was the enly ene whe would
make night calls anymors, v :

Well it is ten and after so I must go to bed and get up early, sprinkle dewn the
clethes and get off te town first thing te see if I can get the checlk, and start
the wheels to turning and then come home and iren and mep and wax the bathroom an
kitcehen., I nevef saw the kitchen flecr so dirty and spoetted ag it has been the pas

past menth, Peor Jack has gsure got hilis a-- in a gling and bupht it tee dbut that is
what you get Tor playing with fire, Watch oubt for yeur fingers , etc, or ygou

will gets yours burnt toe, and folks back here sre just waiting te hear that you
¥ * ' p . s Ny 4 0 eomrn oy
have fallen for some walled eyed, slick tongued girl down there, Some of them here
would sure like to kick the traces but it ie too late now, -

Well se long unow until the next time and now that Ifhgv@’y@ur address I ?an re-
port better, I am looking for your letter tomorrew apnd if I den't get that plate
of T tomorrew I will get it off not later than Menday., Lete of lgve to you my
dear little boy and de be careful, Bobby is in bed ard I am going right new,

o
#
A




Tuesday Merning.,
March, 29-43

Dear Little Bey: -

Here it is a beaubtirtul windy spring merning wit the temperature BH at eight.

T gsee that Hareld and Edith are getting the house ovened and alred out seo the old
man must be due pretty soon. He evidently is coming home in April tee. What a
month for coming home with the whole world of nature wsaking up from her leng cold
winter sleep. The buds sure are awelling and how the flowers are growing, The
elmg will soon be sheding their little brwoen shells off of the buds,

Well T went bto tewn yesterday and got my coats, They are very nice for the money
and the way things come in these times, I got a black ene and a beige one, I

nad erdered the blaclk ene in Havyvy blue but let me tell yvou that you den't get
what you erder any more. T will have to sherten the rems and the sleeves, 1
tried bto work oen them last night vut T just could net see o de a thing by lamp

light en the black one.

Abeut the Tirst of the month T will start packing, Pon't that seund funny? It
does to me I'm sure, Mrs, Ash came yesterday and wanted te know how much rent

T wanted For the lot and T told her $4.00 so they will vay it next week as he
had a short week of only $1%,00 this weelk, just twe days, 80 you see how he will
nave time te work in the garden and that will keep the wee&a.ﬁown‘ﬁﬁr“g%; i o
told her not to pleugh the horseradish up and they Ap seem like vers nice young

people.

T didn't get the insurance check and Rickard coenldn't undergtand why they had
net sent it out from N,Y. se he got busy checking up and finds Lhat This is a
paid up life at 20 years inetead of naying the eash but the cash ﬁuvv;ﬁﬁ@r vé1u@
is $500,00 se I sent it in for that as I will keep my word amﬂ'givé”fhéﬂchuréﬂ J
what T thought was te be the tithe on it and what T ér@miﬁeﬂ thém, T will net

" lese anything by giving it te the Tord, I am thereughly cenvinced of that since
T have seen the work which has been dene by this gniler evangelist, Then tee our
tithes on money bto come will be paid in advance as well, 1f ﬁou want te thke it
that way.

I d4id get my alletement déheck vesterday so the Lerd atepped in and previded the
money which I needed to get my coats with, Theyv cest $29,70 all told with pest-
age and tax, then I got some hankies, B6d, greceries $2,77, paid off the last
of the coal, $17.70, got a package of emvelopes, 5¢ and a 10¢ speel of whike
thread to sew with so fthat is the extent of my spekiyures spenditures out of the
$111,00, T got Ffour more Jars of the pork and beang o that we could take them
back whth usg or leave them at hone, just what ever,

The electric plate and some tender leaf tea was sent teo you pesterday merning
g0 you should get it by the time vou get thie letter and I sent it insured.

The warm sun is pouring in on my back as it sit here and I am not fixing the
Pire at all today unless 1t ahould gea cheoud up and blow cold during the day.
After coming home Ffrom town it wag so nice and warm that T went out and washed
the car. Bebby had te go with me too and lie inside while I washed 1t, he sure
ig a card. How he loves the car, Te ceuldn't understand why T didn't go some
place but T didn't have bime and then T didn't want te use Uup the gas Just to
go riding. If you come the third week in April or abt any time in April I want
to have all the stamps pessible on hands trat T can teo use, I am sure you cal
get extra gas after we get dewn there because you will be using the car to driv
dewn te the storage place at Kentwood and ever to W,0, for small stores or Some

thing like that.

o 4 o - .
T was btalking eon the phone to Atterbury when Mre, Ash ?”me.59 the deer g?ﬂg :
aidn't get te Tinish telling her about the music bub QQEtW¥l%g§?gﬁq“2§§a%¥‘Sahf
w1&% Cawi her again today. “Tive glrls were anved in Sleter TayLols =itmsd he
school clags sunday merning and they are going 4o have their separabe prayer
meebings,
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eqqiu?d%ij&s a gz@at day with the evangelist and Hulgens was home again, It is
a8y Tor him te alip down home from Great Lakes at Chicace when he 52¥6H% 48 e
leave. You could do that tee if yveou were home, This winber has sur “eon :
o o L ' & f you were near hoeme, This winbter has sure been a
_I ¥,ua1a %omg cold one and I hepe 1t is all ever new far T never want te put
up;wlp§ another one like 1t, Mayvbe I can find work down there, I ﬂﬁ}é hénpuf‘eq“
an: ?ake my own expenscs, I Adrevned sunt Lilly a card that weﬁwan1ﬂ‘ha% be up %ﬁ
and make own expenses. 3 _ 3 ard that we would not bhe up in
Harch and I haven't heard from her since, I am afraid that she ig aick I just
%@ok fer her te leave us at any time for this year she wag 73 years old and it is
Just a cage of any btime now, : { o L

#3 just came in and of course I had te get up an? go leok te see if vou might
onn it., I geuss that T am silly to think it kgéw?rg %;a%6§%ubga§%§ éémé@&n@%%“b be
April semetime bubt I will be like that from now on until vou Ade get here, I went
to bed befere ten last night but aleep I could net Tfor lving there and thinking
and thinking what is the most impertant thing te do before T leave and what I
will de the next day so I heard the cloek 12;30 and I decided trat I had better
step bthinking and go to sleep, I finally 4id bul woke at seven, :

Tefore the 5th T will have te go pay the light bill and then the reading will be
amall after that, Kids are having thelr spring vacabtlon now and I see bilg gangs
of them ghing hiking., It gives me the spring fever te get out myself and see the
highways and byways but T won't attempt it for mere reasens than one, Verla wag
telling me yesterday that Jr. lef? ALW.0.T and got heme New Years day so the Just
got in the car and took him up and put him in Jail for safe keeping until he was
‘gsent back, Is he ever making a fonl of himself, He is out in Cele, new, He and
another boy by the name of Cavert here in town léft tegether and came home Ho-
gether and the camp had netified hisg mether of hie Aegerting and so when he landed
home she teok him to jail, He did it because he and his wife gobt into it %b@ut
her geoing to Cedar Rapids with a girl he &idnft like so he told ?@r th%ﬁ 1f"ShEA
went up there that he would leave /.¥,0.L, which he Aid and now he wen't get any

furleugh,

Alta Dial anther daughter-in-law was due home last night Trem the camp in Miss
where Raymend is and they enly get te see him ence after geoing down there., Ralph
and all hig bunch is quarentined in with scarlet fever, I geuss Alta has been o
down te Miss twice, Ne, I believe the ether time she went to see Ralph when he
wag in the hespital with pneumenia,

Well it is getting around time fer the mail man te come and I muet clese this
letter and get it eut there in the bex, I had nuite a chat with him yvesterday
morning and he will forward all first class mail to your address until I send
him ene Tor myself, The other things I am going to ask Mr, Leomis Lo take care
of for me and I don't think there will be anything eof impertance as T will pay
Trenneman fer heuseheld insurance before we g and have everything lined up of

major impertance and then theae whom T expect to hear from T will let know where
I am, :

Rickard sent the pelicy in by air mail last night and the check will be back in
about bten days er about the 10th of April, See the Lerd knows best about our
going time, He knew thege things were coming up and hae nagte the rest te work
with it. ALl things work te gether for goed to them whe leve the Terd, The check
or policy never would have amounted te $1000,n0 until I died. Wouldn'?t ‘hat bhe
nice or would 1t9 Vernon must have heped that something wonld ceme up that I
would die. I can't get over how hatefnl and unreasonsble he was abont the nelicy
which ig paid up in Nov. Wwell T will just =end the eheck hack te the company 1
because he cannot have the henefits of what Mother and veu an@ I have @Ope withe
out te keep the insurance pald up and going all these y@arge_I gsee that A?@ or
gomeone has used Lis car and pused the rear of it in a@d br@ken‘tﬁe ysar(W}ggﬁw.
Tt sets out in frent all the time and they =re all 1iving togeblier like & pass
of rats since he hag gene,

e



Well‘@@ wanted leve seo bad and I hepe he gets his belly full of it, I think Jack
hag his pretty well filléd up on it toee, = weuld like te be back with Meother

s4]
He :
hey Aden'™t li=ten they will have te feel

and independent in hie living., Well when th
and it en the bligter geed and plenty.

Thg mag ﬁa&img thg ceneus ﬂ@r the city called vesterday, so even that is taken
care of before I leave, Ha., T'a, T heve I haven'™ everleeked anvthing and that I
gelt everything all dene se that we will not have o write back and forth and
worry aboutbt something while we are toegether btry

¥

) 7ing te nave a 1ittle happiness,

I sure was tickled aboubt what you sald in the letter regarding your lecation
down there Tor at least anether year, That sure Aid seund good te me, Sister
Neland called yesterday toe and I asked her teo come aleng and go bhack with us
that far and then over te Ala, te her daughters and ghe sald 1F he ankle got so
ahe could go meul alene that she may try te do that very thing, She wesrs a
banftage all the time but even then Just a small pebble on the walk threws her,
She hepes that it gets stronger seeon., She was trying teo write to you and Estell
both yesterday but didn't knew whetier she would get 1t dene or not,

well, well I just must clese or Chisman will be alipping up te the boex before I
knew it and then you will miss a day gebting a letter, Wow I am waiting for you
my darling and you are not going te sit in the corner when you ceme bubtjust go
around and around and thre this and that and leok hepesand there and just have

a geod look see around home and go see what of these That are left in town to vy
see and pack the car and take an old migerahle woman back with veu, So you won'wT
1d leok around and egerywhere,

N

it and sit. You will go over to the garden an

Wow T must close, I Jjust have to althe I would lave +teo contimame telling you
how precious yeu are to me and a1l that slep as yeu weuld pub it but just the
game 1t is true, Fveryday is drawing yoeu nearer lome and making me hurry faster,

Se now fer this time, By By,




