Mareh, 15-43
OPENING DAY OF CONVERTIONW,

Dear Little Boy:-

;'ll bet you wonder why I am not at conventien this evening but being the first
night the space in the church will have to be reserved for the delegates as we
were advised that we were weleome to come but that the local yokels may get sent
home if space was at a premium so I stayed home for one, Temerrew it will be held
the the celiesum in the afterneon and evening and alse the next day seo that they
will be able to take care of the crowds., Welshons was gurprised &1 the incoming
regervations for this year snd had only taken an eptien on the celesium for the
find day bury he has decided now that it will have te be used,

Well,we just had a geod old hard gulley washer after a falrly nice day, but the
weather man says that we have a freezing rain and snow coming for the northern
part eof the state so that you can figure we wlll have some colder in the morning.
well it washed the roof off for one thing bubt the next thing is how much water
am I going to have to ball eut of the basement and that will get my goat,

T did some more sewing on my dress today, didn't accomplish much because I had to

do the general run of other things as usual and didn't get started sewing until

two in the afterncon bubt T have the blue wash dress ready to out together and he

em in the morning. I made it shirtwaist style, I have a cute little silk check

or plaid or whatever you want te eall it but a little distance from it it looks

like » plain blue gray or gray blue UHE whichever it seems to you., I don't know
just how T will make it but will try to make it just as pretty ag pessible,

I zot my four new dresses from Monkey's and one is sure a heauty, it is the one

I paid $7.98 for but the material is swell and it is navy blue ghirtwaist atyle,
then one ig a dusty pink and one a redwood tan with brown seroll braid en it. I
ordered it in the blue but it cmme this way se I suppese that they were out of it.
I want te get ny spring coat now and then T will be setting pretty for even the
duratien., I have my new black fekt hat and a new purse that T teld you about

some time ago but have not used but ence or twice and my new black dress frem

Tane -Bryants, so I geuss thatb with a few wash dresses I will be able to appear

in public,

Well, I no?ice that you too have been ont shepping over to N,0, I'11l bet that was
a leusy trip in the ﬁrgck. Well it is over and that's that, Did you do anything
about the leave, that is I mean did the officer or boss of your gang go over atb
the same time and de anything about it orx is he just plain stringing you guys.?
Well, it will come in time when the Lord thinks hest because he hag a reagson and
a plan for all of this, I would have loved to had you home for the convention

but maybe there is a reason most defenite which we do not see and so we will leave
it in his hands. I can see a plan working out and maybe you will too when I say
thet we will have the lot rented and the allowance coming in because I got a
notice from the Navy Department stating hoew much the monthly allewance would be
but they didn't say that there would be any coming from the time you went in,

in other words Trom Oect, on, so I suppese I will have to bhe satisfied with what
ever the erooks send me, They can jerk the strings and take you right now but the,
can start my allowance from when they darned please, Oh, well, as I have often
g5id aboubt some other things, Hell was made Tor semebody and they are the ones
who are robhing the widows and orphans and making millions mere of them each day.

They cannot outwit the Lord and his plan so the big day of reaping will come
and they will have to stand the judgement fer all the misery and heartaches @hat
they are causing, Hitler and some of the others eannot be blamed for all of it.

You didn't seem to be very happy aboult me getting the "BR card, you realixge that
it is for your benefit that Jack got it because it ig giving you 16 gallons of

& 2

gas every month counting the beginning menth of Mareh, it will soon be 32 gallons
when the first of April rells around and that is only 2 couple of weeks away.,

So, praise the Lord and Happy day for us,
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I got your letter this morning and noticed that you got your patien book #2 so
that you can have your points. You don't need to send your other book back be-
canse I have plenty of sugmar and the kids gets theirs toe and they give me their
coffee stamps so that gives me three pounds of coffee instead of one to cover the
apan of weeks that it is alleted for. Seo if you haven't sent your sugar book yoeu
just keep it there, I have a ten pound sack that [ haven't epened yet and they
put their sugar in the sugar jar so there is plenty for us all,

I suppose that you will be moving today and I hope that you get your letters
whieh I mailed to you last Friday, you ghould have had them fthere today. I also
sent you a envelope of clippings from the Courier which you might enjoy. I hear
by the news btonlght that another Ottumwa boy hag been killed in action but he was

and aviator and was killed in his plane over on a ROXEEIN foregin front, Well so
t ig, Raymend Dial, Alfred Carmel, the Shoup boy and Benny Doup are all down at
Camp MeCain, Miss, I hepe they can all stay btogether because it will he nicer for
them, all east end boys, but I know Benny would be a misflt wxkkl with any of them
especially the Dial, Carmen and Showp boy., They are all so homesick that they are
nearly Grasay.

I got a letter from Vernon the last of last week demanding that T hurry and send
his diverce paper from Clarrissa hut he has the guts te tell me that he won't

sign that check in Nov. lell that is all rightteo for T will jmst send it back to
New York and take the eredit for it and let it draw interest until it will be

mine with more value attached to it that ever for I will never let him have a red
cent of it. I am getting plenty fed up on vis constantly demanding frem us and
then setting his bull head when there is anvthing te come this way from pim, e
said thet he would bring that drum down to me for gas and didn't and here I could
have had it practically full by now., Well T don't forget those trings so we will
gsee who plays the game in the future.

He was informing me that he had had no pay since he had been there for a month
and that he couldn't get any allowance Ffor the kids and Mable but he didn't think
to send her to the Court House to get a copy of it for him, no he just demanded
the original of me because it wouldn't cost they anything, ALl riéht, I have a
good memory when it comesg to gome things and T am going fo remind him of plenty
of them some day. ) “ o

" Well, what do you think, I an going to take my driving test Thursday. Nora is com=-
ing down about eight in the morning and drive me upto the Court House and get me
there for the first flight of tests in the morning and see what I can do, I will
have to take my written test too so here's hoping. Say a little prayer Tor me if
you get this letter in time. '

What do you knew, the church has another piane, it is net a new one hut even hette
hhan a new one I think because it is thé grand piano from the Lowenberg estate,
steller said the estate wanted ## $300,00 for it and Welshons told nhim that was a
1ittle too steep for the church to pay so0 gteller eaid that te help his income tax
that he would deduct $100,00 and e¢tb111 the beard would not give Welshon's their
consent to get it, so it was still at the church Sunday and it sounds beavtiful

as it has been tuned and fixed up 1ike a new one and you know how wne of those old
timers were made so it sure sounds grand over the radilo too, When he made the
announcements Bunday morning that they thought it impossible to have the conven-
tion in the Coleisium due to the money which it would take, I sent into the office
when he was alone after chureh and clesed the deor 0 that we could be alone and

T said to him, T think you have been splurging a little around this place lately,
gas bthey had the pilano, and new Tugs infrent of the slter and up on the platform
and had refinished the floor all over the aunditorim, ete, and he gaid, yes we
have, so I asked him 1T he was able To rent the colesium and he said that they onl
way that they could was to pray and trust the Tord to do it, er send the money in
or it, and he gald we connot advertise the young man who 18 coming fro es Moine
fwie ;ég %een eiven and henerable discharge From the Navy 1o preach, an@ Re WS

in Quadicanal, Pearl Harbor, on the airérart carrier Yerktown that was sunk and






on Tgnnese@, S¢$, Se he could not advertise that over the radio or in theCourier
io% bhe Cénvepﬁlona Se I‘told him te go ahead and rent the céiesiﬁmwéﬂaéﬁfﬁéﬁ %he
ol? to put this convention over with a bang ard to advertise the boy all Hé could
so he looked at me so funny and then I told him that T had a bith of $100,00 e@mwt
ing in ﬁbe 1ast of this month which was the LordTs and For him tg do gha%’$e want
ed with 1@ and he just gave hisg blg kneew one mighty slap anéwﬁhéu%@ﬂ Mffm{qe';h@m
Lord and jumped up off that chalr and get =o neppy that I ﬁﬁéfydﬁﬁkéﬁ’ou%”“};%f"
church before I started bawling. S . e T on e

. . .
He called m@‘tp one gide in the evening just before the choir went up and asked me
it T would mind if ne put the $1L00,00 on the piane because the board was prebty
gsore and atubborn about it and with my $100,00 and anether parbty who had civen
$15,00 that there would be only $85,00 left to nay and theﬁ.they Gouldn'tbheller
about that because they couldn't gelt any kind of a pilane Ohean@% than that which
would be any good., Well he asked me if T cared te put the moméy on that and then
thgy would have the other money Tor the rent and the board couldn't beel about the
piane, because WEFEX® one Was sorely needed and you know that, Well, they can have
it now For I told him to use the money where he thought it wag needed most and
that 1t was for the Lord anyway, not mine and T wonld leave it to his judgement to
do what he saw best, so when the insurance money comes in you will know where the
tithe on 1t goes and for what, I am so nappy that it came at thie time so that
the church can have the piano which 1Is ne Aed so mueh with them on the alr and all
Tow the orchestra has thelr tall up in the air and won't play when aeked and some
of the chelir ig beefing around at thinge that are not going to

» auit their Llittle
idea of things so they are all due for a good old bawling out foom nim before
long.

vell it 18 almost 9570 and Jaclk jis asleep in on the Havenport and Retty and I are
writing letters on the kitchen table and Pegs 1g in bed and it is getting colder
every minute., Se I think now I will sign off and fix the fire and then light out
for the roost, I don't know of any more news to send at this time, the wind is
blowing a gale and we will have more mud afber this rain, I geuss I told you in «
previous letter that Beb Kendall is in Fla, T'1l bet Roxy and even Kae if she
would admit the truth would 1ike to be back in the old nomein Ottumwa, Well no
one could tell them anything, they would get sore and say something smart about it
a0 now they can sit alone ipn Sioux Falls and think it all over,

New I must close an& T hepe you get this letter promptly if those lug heads don't

send it off to the wrong place. T am sure glad that your letters come thre to me

in half decent time, I alwayse send & pest card or something on the days that I
don't write a big letter, T gent a big letter Friday and one Thur@day_ef last
week besides the clippings and you should have them by now, I even mailed them

up town, I teld you too that I had got your income taxes sent in, There was 1o
money to pay on them, your earnings were $1312,1% and Mr, Brenneman figured it so

A ; L , , ; C s
that you wouldn't have to pay any, Tine, wasn't 1, He is a good agcout all right,

BYEY .

T thought I was at the very bobtom of the vpaper bub I wasn't but just the same I

muet bring this to a close and geb these kids out of the way and off to bed, it is

Just like you used to be, I have to run them in to bed, It is now getting on to
ten and T am getting sleepy Oh,yes, we have a mole Tun over the entire lenghbh

o
of the back yard and the tulipa are up about an inkh and the oriental poppy leaves

¢
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are growing, the nardy flax and the sedumg are GomMing right out the lagt two dass.
e Spring is coming, helieve it or not,

and the birds have sure bheen singing.
It is good to hear the old Rebin singing morring and evening, Cheer UD,

Cheer WP
Femember how we used to wateh them follow us and eat worms ove  1in the garden?

Now write just asg soon as you can get around to it, T am walting for your letber

each day and 1f you don't hear from me you had hetter ralse a rumpus because I

send elther a card or & letter each day. I will say Good night now, and Bod Bless

you, and send you anfe home when he thinks best and I want to have gll ready that

% can before you gel here, somehow I feel that 1t won't be leng until you get you
leave, Over,



I have bheen telling Betty today that I feel that it will not be Long new until
you will be receiving your permission to deme and T Just feel that I should getb
busy and hurry, hurry to get things ready Tor that time, :

WC will leave it with the blessed Lord and knew that he knows hest and can Fforsee
hin q which our mertal eyes cannet, go we will =gk him again to do what is be st
for us and lead ti.e way and I am ﬂur@ he will not Aesert ua,

Agalin, my Little boy, God RL@@ﬂ you and keep vou safe 1s my prayer, I love you
80 mueh yes, more than life E“QTF

Lots of love from Mother and Bobby John,




i Ot bumwa , Lowsa,
Dear Son o o 5
ear wonny: March 18=-42

BFi, Ho, My req U
i, 0 ).mg d@a;e&t one how are you? lere I come fine and dandy, Bobby and I
are eating graham crackers and writing to you, the kids hgvé“}gﬂéhfo”%(mf
and we are happily talking to you. B ) ’ kide have gone Lo 2 SLOW
g?gvgnt}eﬁ is over, last night was the finish, T got to go both nights, the
mizgt'nght was =0 bitbterly cold and T walked over ¥arket Btreet b;iﬁﬁé and
%hg wind nearly blew me in two and Proze esen half as it blew, T cot bhere
. - - o .y - .o AR ie o . iR, Y BRI R Wi
QOK, enjoyed every bl? of it and got you two, yeat three lovely soulvieneers
for your own to keep 1n youyr room, One a lovely plaacue of wood with the open
%1?%@ on it and Jegu%' face on one vage and on the other the words,"Jesus
sald, "Ye anall know the truth and the truth shall make you free™ and a book
in Navy blue which 1s ngtrength and Courage for Cod and Country', Then a
darling bookmark which at the top end is an open bible with & child praying
and part of the Tord's prayer and then 2 Long double red ribbon with a gold
cross at the end. I also got two pPinebrook song books and in it is the song
& = -

T 1 : T o - - oy ) o
agg §;3221%&; ??%@%”%f.ﬁﬂé q?iwgae?‘%ﬁ q@ny?h @é mueh, "Mercy there was great
fﬂunﬁblihertv Aicﬁ,wnarmgﬁ kuultMWd&multlplieﬂ te me, there my hurdened seul
ey "O.Séé %utJ%ég&Ega% lg?i ijgggld 3?%ynf3£ ?ﬂ? f@mehrook chorus bookl
T oo i e Tk U Lo oave ) 0¥ W i v hearth
"He llfted me up, yes uph, The Eoﬁg, nwhen the wori%”%négé%ﬁﬁnﬁgmtg 2¥i$§&lb"
remembers”, the one you have on the recnrd by Rho%eh@avgr é%ﬂ %ﬁe‘qgéww"T
one ever cared for me like Jesus™, Chorus, "There'llAb@ no %Efréﬁﬂtkpfze -
In my.fatb@r'g house Where's there's Joy all the tiﬁé"; H@héﬁ>%hé %@{ﬂ%% 20
marching in, T want to be among the mumber when the saints gé mafcﬁiﬁg inﬁ’
nT will make you fishers of men if vou will fellow me" "Giée m@vo{iAin"mve
lamp" and the words to taps. Jesus saves, Jegus saves énﬂ %hén%éomgmnmﬁméd
and on the last nine notes of taps comes Praise the Liord Jééﬁ%nQﬂ§Féw o
J?sus Saves., Peace is mine, peace 1is mine, Praise the Lord ﬁéaeéd%énﬁime and
Meet me there, meet me there, In godts heav'n meet me therejvmeetwﬁ@véﬁefe: '

18

The Ffirst night a young nan who has been discharged from the Wavy to pnreach
gave the sermon and there was a bible reference conbteast from the different
churches and the ones representing the chureh who read the most references
first got the Overcomers banner and so it was won by Calvary church in Des
Voines, Last night we had movies in colors sent back by the Lerells and Out-
houses from South America and they sure were good, Jjust ot themselves and views
of the peautiful country down there, They are building a large mission honse.
Then trere was a talk about Cuba and the people there and the possibilities for
missionaries 1n thatb country by Prother Brank Smith of Des ¥oines and DeWeese
and his wife sang Pentecostal fire is £alling and then the sailer preacher,
pro Hemlin gave a Tirey message, BPonnie pPrice had the children to call me up
early in the gvening and invite me to go with them and come home wilh them and
the night before they brought me home, so it has heen wonderful and precious to
me all the way thro. T didn't help in tne Kitehen or go during the day bub T
gent ten cuarts of tomatboes and three gallons of dill pickles and two cuarts of
the peper hash. rdith Clossen was nere as it was her hirthday and sie was
delebrating so she went over with us hut left bhefore 1t was OVEY. Tenight the
meetings continue on at the church and will for a couple of weeks o magb@ three
with this sailor preacher and maybhe you will be here before ne leaves, He 1s a
whiz and a wondeT. T would like to go every night butb that will be impossaible
for me, You said thatb Cartwright apologized to wvou, for what? you aidn't say,
Was it because you wag kept in on gunday with the reet] however T am sure glad
that yew got to go to church with the bunech in the evening. I will have gseven
new dresses 1if the one T prdered from Lane pryvants summer cataleg today comes,
and the old hlue one, ovhe blue one L had lagt sumner 11 color, and ﬁhe
powder blue one T just made, two black ones from . sant, and two Navy

Tane Br

blue, one dusty pink and one redwood tan from Montgomery ward apﬁ t@en I have a
wash dress in the making and one more silk one to make. Hows thab for coming

out with my fine son?
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I suppose ri1d rearing f f i i

. Hzgpéiggﬁg mml% 3? ?fg{i?ﬁufrém t@e"M§§r@p@1}?an soon anﬁ then I want to order
L 1€ T & coat, I wanted Lo get a pair of white shoes with mv #17 stamp but

T dlﬂn’t.know whether they could be worn down there in ﬁhe>qummérl§er; ;é$1 '
not. T will have to use it by June 15th, T have two o]ﬁ"naiTé“é? @i?érégu§0§r
rgugh and Scuff and the heavy pair T gobt te wear to work this wiﬁt@rmandmﬁh@n

Ehe gue@e pumps froem Lane Bryants and the black pumne which T eot Jém%'éumﬁéf
o@.I think T have anough black ones and would like to oet = nair 0é'®hit@('ﬁié a
white purse and gloves, T will if the Tord is willine, T TR ARRe A

”Bet?y and I have been wondering who the young man was who hag bheen in and oub of
Leomis's 80 ?hig afterneon late as I sat hemming one of Lhe new dresses and
;?éew?irwziiénini izz;?roggrhﬁgrmgzggrqial?iyse?metfiamigg ﬁ?gnrﬁge .Tﬁewalg in &
phore and T said yes and she wondered }}'ﬁf;mimg?ﬂ Tiw&??ymaﬂ“}dﬂked if we had a
B he aald Fes vl?wg{J wonfe f,fgéuﬁil.?;l“\ﬁjﬁﬁ it mgigeekﬁqlﬂ me Wh@ ﬁhe
as and she was 8., Knight of the Knight garage at Flden, They had come to Obt
to tak@ back a repossessed car and there wasn't room for her +to ride in the tow
truck se whe wanted Akerman or Tapy to drive her home and they charge her plenty
so as Jack had just come in I said that T would take her to Eldon Tor that amount
go Jack and I drove her down thre a heavy snew sterm, Believe it or not it is
really snowing in this man's country tenight, It is now sbhout six inches deep en
the level. Se when she was talking here she told me the Loomis son has been hiting
the booze and a few other things so he has been Fired from the railroad and his
wife with two daughters has left him, so that is who he is, she described him and
when we took her home ghe handed me six dollars when she gob out of the car,
Kice goingd, eh?

Well, what do you think? Nora ceouldn't come down today and drive the car to the
Court house for my driving test, so I go by myself without the car and took the
written test and I gol 94%, What do you think eof the old lady now? So the traffic
officer sent another fellow out with me to the house to take the driving test and
he gaid we would just drive around the bleck and so we went up to Tacoma and
North to the Carmen home and acress to €Garrs and dewn Waverly and into the Garage
to put Jennifer away and I got inte his car, went back to the Court House and had
my receipt given to me to Arive, Ha, Ha. what @le you really think of the old girl
now? You will have bto take your hat off te me now, I was afraid trat I would
have to go to town and drive and park and all that gtuff hut if T had I wouldn't
have been afraid because I was out of the Court House by 8:30 or nine and there
were hardly any cars on the streets at that time in the morning, Well it is done.
I now have my driving license, '

Well T go to take my lesson in fthe morning but I am not going tq drive.as thsv
anow is so deep and it will be =mo slick getting up Fast court hill thgt I won't
even try it. And then the car has had enough exercise Tor the time being.,

off of those eats, von are getting too fat. You will

You had better lay wruuy ; get toao
Mother, believe it or mot 11 you continue,

net have anything on your

eaid to hold un my writing until you got to

- - S . i o ~ = o . N P .

Vicksburg er to some other place, SO T didn't write for 2 davs eltuey¥out Er?m

néw Welf I am so sleepy that I can't hardly keep my eves open ?o wrl)ii'ﬁﬁ&{iroﬂ
VT T oaheuld de ab : ' Jae tliat 5 am getting tire

1 think ' 4 de at -2 Well, I geuss that I will. 1 am gZé g
do vou think I should de about it: , g L will, I am gebbing tir
80 %hat T can sleep and dream of you, 99 one of your nichtures was silly was

T didn't write you either after you

it9 Wwell that is all right for you o say bul den't let me hegr anyo€§ el§e -
PO g K N ALY aabhier G A1V e
saving it, get me? T am gning to church tomorrow night if the wea Mexqiﬁ any
e e Fiv. T e this s one grand thaw and Lave

thing like fit, I presume this snew will all1gm Off in ont Bl L A erahe
mud Dmuﬁ mud again, It can't stay on long thie time of the vear, Marcihn nas may
nud, mud, mud agal

1 I h e, 7L £ have that
marched over half away already. Butb T am glad I have ma~e My test and have U ‘
all over now, Hurrah,

Lous zie and go to hed ag it is
yell, my precious ,

LI DO & pu
T am going to take my Little do
- 4 3
gx 10:50, 1711 be geeing you soon., Goodby and God Bl
.. | B & g - P = Lo,

Blege you my dearest one.

A






