Ottumwa,Ia.
Feb, 27-43

Dearest One: -

Well here I am, I got your letter and registered letter wit h i
morning. I am glad that you seht the moiey and sorry too. ? ggilﬁoﬁgzetgised
w1thou? it but I am more determined than ever now to make myvself ready to go
back with you when you come home whether you want me to or not., Just as every
one tells me, T will be more satisfied in my mind and all to have been with
you for even a little while and when I came back then all of life will be

different. I would have more peace and satisfaction in my mind regarding your
work and place, )

I was so happy to reads your letter where you said the work would be for 7
more months and then have to set the camps up again and then maybe have to
move them back again, It may sound uninteresting to yom but it sure made me
feel that God was moving to keep you in the states and answer my prayers.

It is so wonderful to know that we had God to lead us even when our faith
falls to the lowest level and mine has certainl  gone down out of sight,

I went to church last night after taking my lesson in the afternoon. I
simply walked out on the kids around here last night and let them root but
I still had to get supper and wash the dishes before I left as they would
have been in the sink for this morning and the breakfast dishes are still
there right now. Betty is Just around under my feet all the time until I
can't do anything and she don't do anything but take care of the baby and I
refuse even to hold her. Retty has gone to town again to meet Jack at his
noon hour and here I am planted with the baby and I can't accomplish the
work I had planned for today whiech was tearing off the paper in the dining
room and getting it ready to paper Monda, I will have to do a washing
before the day is over, twice now this week and then go to town and to
Nora's and get my new Spencer., My other dress came yesterday and T will
have the two to hem now if I can ever see my way clear to get at it, Mrs.
Stoltz was well plessed with my lesson and said that I deserved three
lessons a week but how can it ever come to pass is more than I know and can
figure out from more than one angle., She gave tme the song."Come Sweet Death”
and said that the way I sang it was just perfect but she don't know how
that very song applied to my feelings.

When I Went to church last night Hudge was there in his unifor@ and it just
xills me to see any of the others home and you not here, That is one of the
things which keeps me away from chureh as much a8 anything I think, Carol
told me that Lotus would be coming home in about five weeks or so and when
he goes back he is very likely to go into active sea duty out on a boat as
he is not getting any opening for achool and Hudge is going to.have a hard
fight to get into sehool too as there is only two or t@ree aval%able for
openings at this time and he may be sent outb if something dgesn t open up
for him when he goes back, so I geuss you and I have something to shout a-
‘out after all haven't wee? The TLord has smiled on us more than we can ever
realize. I feel ashamed at my lack of faith and courage but the hurt.lstso
deep that many are the days that I think T can't live thro them and nights
so long and lonely that death would be sweet to look forward to. I h%vi never
realized how swee?b death counld be and how readily welcomed 8o I thi@k -
can make a great success of my Song. I Went.to churech Fo get someth%ng fas
night and didn't get a thing but a lot of kid stgff, the young peopae %q
Bloomfield had about an hours entertainment in singing and plig}ng mgilL

on the coronet and clarient and all that junk anﬁ.it was all ,t%sbs B e
town stuff of singing thro their noses and hil} bvilly type io : doﬁe

to the bone and you xnow what I think of Leo Slmm9n§ preach;ng a?terwards
talked for a few miputes, Then ¥ Werevt% %%yecggglakgagc¥t%% afte :

and Welsons wanted Teb to come out and ge e o ) curledhup tr Bad
practicing and when I phoned Betty, no answer, Siie Was e s
asleep and so I had to pile in the truck and come out with Deb and DBOWers.
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She never even heard us come in and ram around and take out the case or
anything and never knew when I went to bed, so you see, it is the silly
care free young life and I cannot depend on'that, Ther are going to look
for another place because they will have to leave as I told them I'was
going back with you or follow you very soon after, 'So I missed out in
something good at church and the choir practice too, but I geuss I can
hold my own on that without the practice, They would have floped entirely
last Sunday night if I hadn't have been Tor me to lead out in a song which
was the first time for them to use it,, altho they had practiced the Fri.
night. before, you know how they are, Well they are using one again Sun
which is about their first attempt and as I heard them saying last when I
left last night, we can't sing that because we don't know it, they never
think that they could learn a song and I geuss they must be right for they
never do, I wish I was where I could help out with things like you said
Floy did with the singing down there, If we drive back we will take the
Vibraharp and show them how to do things won't we?, That is why I want to
keep on with my lessons so that you and I ean do some work like that when
this affair is over and peace settles down again,

I must tell you that Telen Bensmiller got a call from Bennie long distance
from New York. he is waiting to be shipned at any moment and she didn't

know whether she would make it there in time to see him or not but she did
and he met her train and this week end may Bet it off to spend with her but
her railroad fare was only $48,00 round trip including tax and traveling
insurance of 25¢ a day for ten days. This takes care of doctors expense and
sceident or care in a hospital if the train should have a wreck, etec, Wasn't
that cheap, I couldn't imagine the fare being so reasonable, I didn't

want you to send your money home, I wasn't asking for it but I will keep

it and if an emergency comes up it will be here but when I get the insurance
money I am going te get my clothes all rigged out for the trip to the south
whether you want me to come or not. So there you are going to have to make
up your mind to that torture whether you want to or not,

You are going to get in on all of the revival are vou? Well that will he
fine. I know you are enjoving it. Don't worry about your tithe money reach-
ing the proper place as it always have ani I won't betray your trust in me
no matter what my need would be for the money for God comes first and then
he is sure to look after me if I look to him first, won't he? I am enclos-
ing your sugar card so that you can have your shoes, The only tnipg I used
your card for was sugar and coffee, They are cutting us down to flV? pounds
of sugar for eleven weeks the next time. I am also going to send the camera
today if the office is open, i* not I will have to wait and then send it
Monday morning with @hisman. S0 be on the look out for it.

Mo don't you dare to refuse your leave rno matter where you are and I am .
afraid for you to send this money home for fear you m%ght have need of it
to come on, shall I send it back? at least $50,00 of it? I sure anm glad
and shout the vietory if you have to tear camps down for six months more
and then have to set them up again for the same time or even longer in the
states and then after the war T will come down and help you move them back
so that you can get home sooner to stay. How's that?

Well the first of the week T will piteh in again on the house as'I want it
a1l shaped up fine and dandy for you when you come ang we are going to

have Welshon's and Jerry over for dinner and any of the othe; folks to c?%e
in that you want and just go every minute and have a grand ?}me so I don 3
want a joh to fall my way before you have come and T pave t41§ Work arourn
the house done, I geuss the Lord knew what was bgs? when he fl?}she%tm{

job up there for me but it surely made me feel mighty low to think tha

I was a dead expense on your hands, that is not the way ‘I want it to be.

over.



Well, the P,0, will be open until six s» I am going to pack your camera
and get it off to6 you today, so you can look for it the first part of the
week, So now I must get busy and try to accomplish something altho nothing
has been done today. I will have to get busy now and wash up to go to
Nora's for my fitting and get my new Spencer and bring it home, I expect
I will be up there for supper as I am to go about 4;30 or 5, So here is
where I leave you for this time and in t' e morning I am going to church
‘elothes or no clothes and the young things around here are going to have
to fend for themselves., I have took just about all of this that I can take,
I missed church on account of cold weather and work but I'll be darned if
I am going to miss it on account of these kids now that the weather is
mild again, so I will be with you in church in the morning,

Write soon again and tell me all the news about YOURSELF and what you have
done, are doing and intend to do., Mrs. Todand called and Mrs, Day and
both sent their regards and love to you. So long for now and I will be
looking for your next letter Monday, I hope there will be more sunghine in
my life before then and you start thinking fast on my com;ng down with you
because you are going to have to take that medicine even if it does taste
mighty bitter to you., Too bad isn't it?,

Here I go to do the dishes, eat a bite and get ready to go to Nora's,
So long, and God bless you and keep you well and safe and bring you safe

home to Bobby and me,

,;;" v Vs o



<8
Thurs. Eve,
20th-43

Dear Son: -

I am gging to try to get a little written this evening while there is a
breathing spell., I finished up the walls and ceiling of the living room
and the ceiling of the dining room today and that is all that I got done
with all the confusion around here., My nerves are a wreck, I don't know
what I am to do and how I can stand it until T get these kids out of here,
I have told them that I would be going back with you pr folloring you

gsoon after for a visit down there and that I am going to close the house.
I hope that this works as I would like to do that thing but of course if
you don't want me that is anothergatter, But I have to do something before
I break down entirely.

That kid has just whined and bawled all day long until I am so nervous like
I was last night that I can't sleep after I go to bed, I didn't get to
sleep until one o'clock last night and I am so tired that I don't know
where I am,

I ealled Welshon's today to come and get this case for his dogs or I was
going to call the ond hand man because he wants it gince I mentioned it to
him and now I want him to take jt because I need the room and I want to
get to papering the dining room tomorrow if the weather will permit, It

19 cold and winly this evening and the ton of coal came and it sure looked
like a very small ton to me, T think I will have to change coal men,

I didn't get any letter from you today what was the matter? Have you heard
anything %ore a%out the leave or won't’you hear anything until you just
receive it7 Well, when you get it hop the firat train and get here as

gsoon as you can. Welshon's said that they were praying that it would be

1 c d come by convention time, I hope it turns
gﬁ%n%ﬁgtt§a§?uy%ﬁdwggfg gﬁ oyog%.

I suppose that spring is coming down there by now and that the birds and
frogs are all coming out. I am so tired of this winter that I don't care
if T never see another one. It has been terrible and cold, so much snow
and ice all winter long, and so everlasting cold with it,

I want to go to church tomorrow night but I don't know what will turn up
between now and then, It seems like these people are getting more and

more helpless as the days go by instead of getting acquainted with the
place and helping to care for it, 1T have to do everything even to getting
the meals. She don't eat if she has to get a meal, no wonder she is

anemic. The baby is so spoiled to being entertained that she can't do a
thing without her bawling to be held or something., I t0ld Welshon's that

I was going to church tomorrow night and he is going %o have Delbert come
out with the truck and get the bookease thing that we have had around here.

You know which one.

The kid's bed came today and they set it up this eveing and I had to ecarry
the packing paper and boxes to the basement and dispose of them, they
didn't seem to think anything about cleaning it up themselves, I can't
stand up to that you know,. I want to get some sleep tonight so that I

can wash woodwork and get around to getting the rugs down and things done
before convention time and before you get here. I want our time all to
ourselves so that is the reason that I am not very anxious for a Jjob at

present, 1 have my application in at a couple of nlaces,
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You said to send the camera but what is the use to send it whe i

are impossible to get, I can't get but one roll in this town bg E?giﬁélms

al% of the places that have them, It is one of the sizes that they are almost
elimaneking and the most vou can get at one purchase is one roll and you
~are lucky to catch the time to get that one. I couldn't have gotten this one
that I have if Mrs, Gillian hadn't put it aside for me,

I want to do another washing when the day is nice again and get the curtains
clean. They are just black from the furnace amoke and dirt, I cleaned out
the furnace yesterday and nearly had a fatality with that fine dust, I
inhaled more of it than I could take and nearly stopped my breaking alto-
gether, I had to get out. of doors and couch and try to get my breath, I geuss
it wouldn't have made much difference if I hadn't got it again anyway. To-
day my left lung which has been bothering me for some time has been very
sore. There is and has been a spot on it for aometime that is very verysore
at spells and then my heart gave me euch a struggle last night that Icould
hardly sleep., I broke out in cold aweats and just seem to swimin water
until morning and then I have been sweating on my hands all day long just

like the heat of summer,

Betty is wanting me to go to a Dr. but what is the use. I know what he will
say and why pay him the money for what T know ails me and if I can get

over it without him all right and if I can't all right, I have come to the
place where I see it don't make any difference to anyone so let the day
come when it will, I should worry. '

I don't know any news, just the same old thing, get up and work and go to
bed and lay there and not sleep before morning and then get up and work
again with this racket going on all the time until I am nearly nuts, I
know you don't care to hear 1t and while you are having such a good time
you won't miss my letters anyhow or you would write more regular, so I
will get some post cards to drop to you once in a while to let vou krow
whether I am still among the living or not and how the weather is up here,
Maybe if I can get out to church sometime I can find some kind of news 1if
it is nothing more than gossip to send yomu,

I am waiting for my good dress to come from Lane Bryant, I think it is the
last that I will try to send for. I will just *ave to take the time and
money and go to Des Moines to get the things I need like dresses up there,
When you order from the catalogs any more vou never ¥Xnow what you will

get or whether you get it at all or not, just a check back and it is pretty
hard to dress up in them and get by with it, they may blow off in a haré

wind,

Hold on to your money now, I really mean it, I am not kidding because it
looks serious, Have it ready and on hand for when your leave comes SO that
you will not miss an hour in getting started., We will try to have a good

time every minute when you get here.

I don't think the fellows will say that you get a book any more when they
gee these last few letters. If things keep on like they are there will be
less and less because there will be less and less to do the wkiting unless
yéu can keep the encouraging letters from the church aisters coming to you.
I am just down as far asB I can get without going off the deep end and I

i . ear from you for a change tomorrow and also I hope )
?ﬁiﬁ ;;.dgeggpzoieg ir it isugoing to be a barrgll for me. I have the spring
coat to get and I think I will go to the Utica 1in Des Moines whgg ghat
time comes, Well I geuss T will elose for Betty has CQNP inand 1 8
chatter, chatter, chatter until you can't write or think. Jack had to go

back to the base tonight. He won't he home until Sat. night,



%3 It won't be so long until practically all the fellows will have to stay

.out there all the time and then I don't know whether Betty will stay

in Ottumwa or not, The group of flying cadets come in about two weeks
from now and then business will begin in earnest out at the base for

real flying training, There hasn't been much flying done so far, just

the experienced fliems taking the planes in and out of town. I don't hear
anything about Pat Avery any more or any of the relation, They are satis-
fied now I geuss, Well it suits me 0.K. if I never see them again,

Now I must go down and see about the fire for night as it is going to be
plenty cold again, Oh, how I wish this was over, it is wearing me out
phyisieally and financially both, so much fuel all the time, I am so all
in tonight, in fact I am both day and night. I hope going to church makes
me, feel better tomorrow night and I have my head set that T am going.

The living room looks so nice and clean since I cleaned the ceiling and
side walls, How I wish the mouldings were on, Well I must roll in and be
ready to get up when daylight comes in the morning so that I can get a
lot of cleaning done, Everything is Jjust black, ‘

Well, write soon and remember that I enjoy hearing from you and don't give
~all your time to those southern Cloys. You mother would like to have a
little in your life for I feél very lonesome and neglected, Let me hear
how the leave is coming along, and would you care to have me go back with
you for & little while, Bobby and Me? Well I must get to work, the old-
slave and janetress must get to work now and fix things for the night.
that is your young people for you now'a days. Not worth a tinker's dam,

I sure would like to see you, mavbe you gould help me out of my feelings
and.the muddle of the whole thing, if I don't get out soon it 1is going
to be too bad., Here's hoping. Write soon, - ,
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