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Merle Winther, 91 
June 29, 1923-Aug. 16, 2014 

ELK HORN — Merle Edwin, 
son of Ludwig and Nora (Rasmus-
sen) Winther, was born June 29, 
1923 on a farm in Audubon Coun­
ty. He lived with his family on the 
farm and attended rural school. At 
a young age he started working out 
on area farms, wherever he could 
find a job. He then started working 
at Jessen Produce. In 1943 Merle 
was drafted into the United States 
Army where he served until his 
honorable discharge in 1946. He 
returned to Audubon County where 
he worked driving a gas truck. 

March 26, 1946 Merle was 
united in marriage with Lucille Pe­
tersen at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Kimballton. They made their home 
in Kimballton until 1975 when they moved to Harlan where he worked for the 
Shelby County Road Dept. He drove truck for the county and then finished 
his career at the landfill, retiring in the mid-1990s. They remained in Harlan 
until Merle took a fall and broke his hip in late 2013. He entered Salem 
Lutheran Home in Elk Horn and his wife moved to Elk Horn several months 
later. During his life Merle was a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church 
in Kimballton and AmVets Post 51. Merle entered hospice care at Salem 
Home and died Saturday, August 16, 2014 at the age of 91 years, 1 month 
and 18 days. 

Preceding Merle in death are his parents; son Curtis Winther in 1982 
and brothers Julius, Arnold and Harold Winther. He is survived by his wife 
Lucille Winther of Elk Horn; sister Esther Bivans of Hemet, CA and nieces, 
nephews, cousins and many friends. 

Visitation was held Wednesday August 20, 2014, from 6 - 8 p.m. at the 
Ohde Funeral Home in Kimballton. Funeral services were held Thursday, 
August 21, 2014, at 10:30 a.m. at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Kimballton 
with Reverend Sam Jacobs officiating. Musical selections were "In The Gar­
den", "How Great Thou Art" by the congregation and "Our Father Has Light 
In His Window" with Lynette Wall soloist 
and Sherry Hansen accompanist. 

Casketbearers were Dean Winther, 
Tom Hansen, Randy Bonnesen, Randy 
Madsen, Brent Madsen, and Wayne Mad-
sen. Honorary casketbearers were Rick 
Leinen, Allen Bruck, Denny Siemers, Dar-
rell Nelson, Eiwind Madsen, Clarence 
Harder, Jerry Hansen, and Eddie Roos. In­
terment with military honors by the Ameri­
can Legion Veterans Post 51 was in the Elk 
Horn Lutheran Cemetery. 
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