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Dorothy Sonderman, 97 
Feb. 12,1917-Feb. 10, 2015 ' 

EARLING — Dorothy Rose Sonderman, the daughter of John and 
Elizabeth (Miller) Rosman, was born on February 12,1917 in Defiance. 
She was baptized and confirmed at St. Peter and Paul Catholic Church 
In Defiance, Dorothy attended school at St. Peter and Paul Catho­
lic School in Defiance, graduating in 1931. She then attended Iowa 
Teacher's College in Creston, where she obtained her teaching cer­
tificate in elementary education. Following graduation, Dorothy taught 
school in rural Shelby County. 

Dorothy was married to Albert Sonderman on October 26, 1936 at 
St. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Defiance. Together they farmed 
in rural Earling, until retiring in 1977 and moving into a new home in 
Earling where they enjoyed entertaining family, relatives, and friends. 
They were lifetime members of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Earling. 
She was a member of the Catholic Daughters of America. Over the 
years, Dorothy enjoyed her family, first and foremost, her home, gar­
dening, cooking, baking, quilting, embroidery, crochet, playing Scrabble 
with her grandkids and playing cards and winning. She was blessed 
with many friends. Dorothy died on Tuesday, February 10,2015 at Myr-
tue Medical Center in Harlan, having attained the age of ninety-seven 
years, eleven months, and twenty-nine days. 

Dorothy was preceded in death by her parents, husband Albert 
on May 10, 1994, son Robert, great-grandson Justin Assmann, and 
all of her brothers and sisters: Adelaide Schiltz, Edith Assman, Urban 
Rosman, Irene Wilwerding, Marie Earl, Roman Rosman, Elizabeth 
Dressen, Leonette Kenkel, John Rosman, Julia Heller, Myra Klahs, and 
Althea Sweeney. She is survived by her children: Pauline and her hus­
band Ronald Wilwerding of Omaha, NE, Diane (Robert deceased) of 
Earling, Patricia and her husband Robert Gross and Sara and her hus­
band Richard Graeve, all of Omaha, NE, Constance and her husband 
Timothy Cumberland of Columbus, NE, Samuel Sonderman and his 
wife Shiela and Jacolyn and her husband Gerald Bogler all of Earling; 
nineteen grandchildren; thirty-one great-grandchildren; many nieces, 
nephews, relatives, and friends to cherish her memory. 

Rev. Urey Mark celebrated the 10:30 a.m. Mass of Christian Burial 
on Monday, February 16, 2015 at St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Ear­
ling. Music was provided by Tyler Gubbels. Honorary casket bearers 
were Samuel Sonderman, Thomas Son­
derman, Austin Sonderman, Nicholas 
Gross, Josh Assmann, Sloan Cumber­
land, Taylor Assmann, Jacob Sonder­
man, William Guess, and Griffin Glynn. 
Serving as casket bearers were Doug­
las Wilwerding, Nicholas Cumberland, 
Curtis Sonderman, Corey Sonderman, 
Michael Sonderman, Chad Sender- F U N E R A L H O M E & C R E M A T O R Y 

man, Clint Sonderman, Jason Cumber- (712) 755-3135 • (800) 831-6805 
land, Brandon Bogler, Steven Graeve, www.pauleyjones.com 
and Jeff Gross. Burial was held at St. Baldwin at 9 th , Harlan, lA 
Joseph's Cemetery in Earling. Also in Avoca & Walnut 


