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Neil Miller, 74 
A u g . 4 , 1 9 4 0 - A u g . 3, 2015 

M A N I L L A — Char les Neil , 
son of Char les and Phyllis 
(Hulsebus) Miller, was born A u ­
gust 4, 1940 in Harlan. He grew 
up on a farm east of Def iance 
and went to rural school in the 
area until it c losed. He then at­
tended Manil la Public School , 
graduat ing with the Class of 
1958. Whi le in high school he 
was act ive in band and FFA. 
His teacher Mr. Johnson raised 
goats and some myster iously 
ended up in school one week­
end O h , that Class of '58! 
After graduat ion he at tended 
Heavy Equipment School in 
Omaha , NE, but had to return 
home to help on the fa rm. 

June 12, 1966 Neil was united in marr iage with Mary Benge at 
the Methodist Church in Def iance. They lived there for f ive years 
before moving to Mani l la. Neil then worked for Western Iowa Pork in 
Harlan until it c losed. He en joyed being around farming and worked 
for ConAgra and FSC, retiring at age 65. Neil could a lways be found 
working in his garage on his old pickup trucks until they wou ld look 
like new. He loved his grandkids and talking with them on the phone. 
After his health began to fai l , he had some surgery and ended up 
wi th a terrible infect ion. He died on M o n d a y August 3,2015 at Craw­
ford County Hospital in Denison at the age of 74 years, 11 months 
and 30 days. 

Preceding Neil in death are his parents and one brother Eugene 
in infancy. He is survived by his wife Mary Miller of Mani l la; chi ldren 
Rick Miller (Sky) of Mani l la, Br ian Miller (Jennifer) of Manil la and 
Jodi Gubbels (Bob) of Def iance; six grandchi ldren; one great g rand­
daughter; two brothers Lyie Miller and family of Manil la and Al lan 
Miller and family of Pennsylvania; two brothers- in- law John Benge 
of Manil la and Greg Holmes of Manil la; four sisters- in- law Marjorie 
Benge of Mani l la, Virginia Gregerson of Mani l la, Barb Holmes of 
Manil la and Lorraine Gibson of Henderson, KY; nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and many fr iends. Condolences may be left onl ine at 
ohdefunera lhome.com 

Visitat ion was held W e d n e s d a y August 5,2015 f rom 5:00 - 7:00 
p.m. at the United Methodist Church in Defiance. Funeral services 
were Thu rsday August 6, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. at the Uni ted Methodist 
Church in Def iance with Reverend Laurie Riley, off iciating. Musical 
select ions were "Amazing Grace" by 
the congregat ion; "Go Rest High On 
That Mounta in" - Vince Gil l ; "Angels 
A m o n g Us" - A labama wi th Paulette 
Rasmussen , organist. Urn bearers 
were his grandchi ldren, Joseph Gub­
bels, Jacob Gubbels , Kate Gubbels , 
Spencer Miller, Jared Schmidt , and 
Kayla Miller. Honorary urn bearer 
w a s his great granddaughter. Saw­
yer Schmidt . Interment of cremated 
remains was in the Union Township 
Cemetery, Def iance. 
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