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Edna Leaders, 88 
Nov. 9, 1917-Sept. 1, 2006 

NEOLA — E d n a A n n a M a r g a r e t h a L e a d e r s w a s born in rural O a k l a n d Nov. 9 , 1 9 1 7 , 
to C h a r l e s E d w a r d a n d W i l h e l m i n a " M i n n i e " Alff A l loway. S h e l ived in w e s t e r n N e b r a s k a 
a n d Caspe r , W Y w h e n s h e w a s t h ree y e a r s o ld a n d t he fam i l y t h e n m o v e d to t h ree m i l es 
eas t of T reynor . E d n a s ta r ted s c h o o l a t P leasan t Va l ley S c h o o l , a o n e r o o m schoo l w i th 
2 0 s t u d e n t s , hal f o f w h o m w e r e s e c o n d a n d th i rd cous ins . W h e n she w a s e igh t y e a r s 
o ld , t he f am i l y m o v e d s o u t h e a s t of O a k l a n d a n d t he re s h e a t t ended Cen te r No. 5 t h r o u g h 
t he e i gh th g r a d e . 

E d n a m a r r i e d V e r n o n A lv in L e a d e r s A u g . 3 0 , 1 9 3 8 at St . Pau l ' s L u t h e r a n C h u r c h 
n o r t h w e s t of O a k l a n d . T h e y w e r e t he f i rst c o u p l e to be mar r i ed in that c h u r c h . T h e y l ived 
for t h e nex t f ive a n d o n e hal f y e a r s on a f a rm near G re tna , N E . In 1944 , , t hey m o v e d 
to a f a r m near N e o l a . T h e y viere t he pa l 'ents of s ix ch i l d ren , LaVe rn , Nancy , C h a r l e s , 
L a V o n n e , R o z a n n e a n d C a l v i n . E d n a w a s a m e m b e r of St. Pau l ' s L u t h e r a n C h u r c h 
unt i l 1 9 6 6 w h e n s h e j o i n e d U n d e r w o o d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h In U n d e r w o o d . S h e w a s an 
ac t i ve m e m b e r of t he c h u r c h c i rc le , w a s a m e m b e r of the P.T.A. at s choo l , t he O . T O . 
C l u b , F r i end l y L inks C l u b , a m e m b e r of W e s t Po t t awa t t am ie F a r m B u r e a u W o m e n ' s 
C o m m i t t e e for 3 6 yea rs , a n d s e v e n of t h o s e y e a r s s h e s e r v e d as c h a i r w o m a n . S h e w a s 
a lso a m e m b e r of t he N e o l a Sen io r C i t i zens , the N e o l a A m e r i c a n Leg ion Aux i l i a ry a n d 
s h e d id a lot of v o l u n t e e r i n g for s e n i o r s (1 ,000 h o u r s one yea r ) . In add i t ion to th is s h e 
w a s a f a r m wi fe a n d h e l p e d w i th t he f ie ld wo rk S h e w o r k e d for s e v e n yea rs as a c o o k 
at t h e M i n d e n C a f e a n d a l so o p e r a t e d a l i t t le n e i g h b o r h o o d g r o c e r y s tore in Counc i l 
B lu f fs . S h e took c a r e of he r g r a n d m a the last t h ree a n d half y e a r s of her l i fe in her h o m e 
a n d c a r e d for her m o t h e r for e i g h t e e n a n d a half yea rs . In 1986 s h e m o v e d to M i n d e n 
a n d m a n a g e d t h e m o t e l for 15 m o n t h s be fo re m o v i n g to N e o l a for 14 yea rs . S h e t h e n 
b e c a m e a res iden t of R o s e V is ta N u r s i n g H o m e in W o o d b i n e . S h e d ied S e p t . 1 , 2 0 0 6 , at 
R o s e V is ta N u r s i n g H o m e in W o o d b i n e at age 8 8 yea rs , n ine m o n t h s a n d 2 3 d a y s . 

E d n a w a s p r e c e d e d in d e a t h by her p a r e n t s ; her h u s b a n d , V e r n o n ; an in fant d a u g h ­
ter, L a V o n n e ; t w o b ro the rs , L e w i s a n d L a w r e n c e A l l oway ; daugh te r - in - law, Mar i l yn 
L e a d e r s ; s is ter - in - law, l l ene A p p l e g a t e ; a n d t w o bro thers - in - law, L loyd L e a d e r s a n d 
G e r a l d L e a d e r s . S h e is s u r v i v e d by t h ree sons , LaVern Leade rs (Janet ) of U n d e r w o o d ; 
C h a r l e s L e a d e r s of M i n d e n ; Ca l v i n L e a d e r s of U n d e r w o o d ; two d a u g h t e r s , N a n c y 
S t u e v e (Ern ie) of L o g a n , a n d R o z a n n e W a x (LaVerne ) of H e m i n g f o r d , N E ; 14 g randch i l ­
d r e n ; 22 g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; four s t ep g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; s e v e n s tep g rea t - g randch i l d ren 
a n d o ther re la t ives . 

Fune ra l se r v i ces w e r e he ld Sept . 5, 2006 , at the U n d e r w o o d Lu the ran C h u r c h in 
U n d e r w o o d wi th R e v E b e r h a r d He r ing a n d Pas to r Br ian W o h l h u t e r of f ic ia t ing. H o n o r a r y 
c a s k e t b e a r e r s w e r e E d n a ' s 2 2 g rea t -g randch i l d ren a n d c a s k e t bea re r s w e r e J o e L e a d ­
ers , Lynn Leade rs , Ed S t u e v e , M ichae l Leade rs , Br ian L e a d e r s , D a n n y Wax , C h u c k 
C o p p e r s t o n e , Mark Meyer , A l l en S tueve a n d J e r e m y Wax, Bur ia l w a s he ld in the S i lver 
Va l ley C e m e t e r y in H a n c o c k , Pau ley J o n e s Funera l H o m e in A v o c a in c h a r g e of ar­
r a n g e m e n t s . 


