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Mary Kramer Jans, 85*/ 
A p r i l 2 , 1 9 3 0 - S e p t . 11 ,2015 

EARL ING — Mary Magda­
lene "Marie" Kramer Jans was 
born on April 2, 1930 to Paul 
and Mary (Heinzlmier) Bissen 
in Defiance. She was bapt ized 
at St. Peter's Catholic Church in 
Defiance and conf irmed at St 
Patrick's Catholic Church in Dun-
lap. She attended grade school 
at St. Paul's in Defiance, country 
school, then St. Patrick's Catho­
lic School in Dunlap through the 
eighth grade. She jo ined the 
Sisters of St. Francis Convent in 
Mi lwaukee, W l . She returned to 
the Earling area and worked for 
her uncle, Msgr. Bissen for three 
years. 

September 13, 1950, Marie was united in marr iage to Leonard 
Kramer. They became parents to four chi ldren: Joe, Lenny, Karen, 
and Ron. They farmed outside of Earl ing where Marie helped on the 
farm, cooked for her in-laws, and took care of her husband's grandfa­
ther. She ran the Circle K Bar in Earl ing and had a painting crew doing 
painting and staining projects. 

After her marr iage to Sylvan Jans on September 2 1 , 1991 , the 
couple moved to Ar izona where she started work ing on arts and 
crafts projects. After Sylvan's death, Marie moved back to Har lan. 
She moved to Little Flower Haven in Earl ing for a whi le and in 2013, 
moved into Elm Crest Ret i rement Home. Marie died on Wednesday, 
September 16, 2015 at Myrtue Medical Center in Harlan at the age of 
eighty-five years, five months, and fourteen days. 

Marie was preceded in death by her parents, husband Sylvan 
Jans, grandson Joe Kramer, Jr., brothers: Melv in, Donald, and Joe 
Bissen, and sisters Sr. Leona Bissen and Rita Benjamin. She is sur­
vived by her chi ldren: Joe Kramer and his wife Janice of Harlan, Len­
ny Kramer and his wife Joyce of Surpr ise, AZ, Karen and her husband 
Rocket Herning of Harlan, and Ron Kramer and his wife LuAnn of 
Earling; eleven grandchi ldren; twenty-one great-grandchi ldren; two 
great-great-grandchi ldren; brothers and sisters: Stel la Hodapp of Tex­
as, Theresa S immons and Margie Adams both of Omaha , NE, Armel la 
and her husband Germain Reding of Bennington, NE, Paul Bissen 
and his wife Martha of Harlan, and Kenny Bissen and his wife A lma 
of Cedar Grove, TN ; sister-in-law Georganne Bissen of Dunlap; other 
family members and fr iends. 

Rev. John Frost celebrated the 10:30 a.m. Mass of Christ ian Bur i ­
al on Saturday, September 19, 2015 at St. Michael 's Cathol ic Church 
in Harlan. Music was provided 
by Peg Lantz and Sarah Schum­
acher. Serving as casket bear­
ers were Roger Schumacher, 
Mick Bissen, Tom Schumacher, 
Dan Schumacher, Kent Bush-
nell, and Jackson Schumacher. 
Burial was held at Sts. Peter and 
Paul Cemetery in Def iance. 
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