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Feb. 4,1912- May 27, 2006 
H A R L A N — V io la P e t e r s e n G r o v e s , d a u g t i t e r of Pe ter 

a n d E l la N e l s o n P e t e r s e n , w a s b o r n F e b . 4, 1912 , in J a c k s o n 
T o w n s h i p , S h e l b y C o u n t y near K i m b a l l t o n . S h e w a s b a p t i z e d 
a n d c o n f i r m e d into t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , S h e a t t e n d e d J a c k s o n 
T o w n s h i p N o . 6 c o u n t r y s c h o o l , a n d g r e w to a d u l t h o o d o n the 
f a m i l y f a r m . H e r fa the r h i red her o u t at a g e 12 for her f i rst j o b as 
a h o u s e k e e p e r fo r a r e a fami l ies . A s s h e g r e w older, she w o r k e d 
o n t h e f a r m s d o i n g a m a n ' s w o r k w h i c h i nvo l ved , a m o n g o ther 
t a s k s , l i f t ing h e a v y c r e a m c a n s o n a d a i r y rou te . V io la w o r k e d 
a s a w a i t r e s s in her ea r l y y e a r s , a n d a l so in a r e a g r o c e r y s t o r e s 
in H a r l a n . It w a s at a g r o c e r y s to re tha t she m e t w h a t w a s to be 
he r fu,ture h u s b a n d , R o m a n G r o v e s . H e w a s t h e g r o c e r y s tore m a n a g e r . R o m a n e n t e r e d 
t h e mi l i ta ry s e r v i c e d u r i n g W W II so V io la m o v e d to V i rg in ia a n d W a s h i n g t o n D.C. w h e r e 
s h e w o r k e d as a w a i t r e s s . Af ter t h e war , V io la m o v e d to Ca l i f o rn ia w h e r e s h e m e t u p w i th 
R o m a n a g a i n . 

V i o l a m a r r i e d R o m a n Sept . 10, 1 9 5 1 , in Ca l i fo rn ia , w h e r e t h e y t h e n m a d e thei r 
h o m e . R o m a n w a s m a n a g e r of g r o c e r y s t o r e s a n d V io la b e c a m e e m p l o y e d as a m e a t 
w r a p p e r at L e e B r o t h e r s G r o c e r y S to re . S h e re t i red f r o m th is o c c u p a t i o n af ter 30 y e a r s 
in 1 9 9 0 . D u r i n g her l i fe t ime, V i o l a w a s k n o w n as a v e r y i n d e p e n d e n t p e r s o n . Her t rav­
e ls to V i rg in ia , W a s h i n g t o n D C . a n d t h e n to Ca l i f o rn ia w e r e b y herse l f in her o w n car. 
S h e c o l l e c t e d all k i nds of rocks . Her rock co l l ec t i ng took her m o u n t a i n c l i m b i n g a n d 
a d v e n t u r e s in H a w a i i , A u s t r a l i a a n d M e x i c o . S h e w a s fo r tuna te to g o d e e p s e a f i sh ing . 
S h e w a s a life m e m b e r of t h e M i n e r a l a n d G e m S o c i e t y of C a s t r o Val ley. A f te r the i r 
r e t i r e m e n t , V i o l a a n d R o m a n , m a d e the i r w in te r h o m e iti M e s a , A Z a n d the rest of t h e 
y e a r in H a y w a r d , C A . A f te r R o m a n ' s d e a t h Oct . 22 , 2 0 0 0 , V io la d e c i d e d to m o v e back 
to H a r l a n . Her rock co l l ec t i on to ta l i ng o v e r 5 0 0 b a g s w a s so ld at auc t ion . At a g e 8 9 , s h e 
t o o k a n d p a s s e d her I o w a dr iver ' s e x a m a n d w a s a w a r d e d an I o w a d r i ve rs l i cense . S h e 
p u r c h a s e d a h o m e in H a r l a n . J u n e 2, 2 0 0 4 , she b e c a m e a res iden t of E lm C r e s t Ret i re -
mer i t C o m m u n i t y It w a s he re that s h e d i e d M a y 2 7 , 2 0 0 6 , at a g e 9 4 y e a r s , f ou r m o n t h s 
a n d 15 d a y s . 

In add i t i on to her p a r e n t s a n d he r h u s b a n d , V io la w a s p r e c e d e d in d e a t h b y he r 
b r o t h e r s a n d s i s te rs , A n n a , C h r i s , A l v i n , R u t h . R o y L a k e a n d C e c e i l a . S u r v i v o r s i nc lude 
he r sister, M a y m e R a s m u s s e n of H a r l a n , n i e c e s a n d n e p h e w s a n d o ther re la t ives . 

F u n e r a l s e r v i c e s w e r e h e l d M a y 3 0 , 2 0 0 6 , at P a u l e y J o n e s Funera l H o m e wi th Pas ­
tor H e a t h e r P l o e n o f f i c ia t ing . Bur ia l w a s in I rnmanue l C e m e t e r y in K imba l l t on , w i th J e r r y 
Baker , G a y l o r d R a s m u s s e n , Ter ry A n d e r s e n , E m o r y P e t e r s e n , A n k e r R a s m u s s e n , a n d 
R u s s e l l P e t e r s e n c a s k e t b e a r e r s . 


