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Gerald Gross, 80 
Dec. 1 7 , 1 9 3 4 - F e b . 27, 2015 

IRWIN — Gerald John 
Gross, the son of Michael Jacob 
and Cecelia Marie (Klein) Gross, 
was born on December 17, 1934, 
in rural Earl ing. In 1952, he 
graduated from St. Paul's Catho­
lic School in Defiance, and then 
helped his father on the farm. 

January 19, 1957, Gerald 
married Martha Ann Stoll at The 
Basilica of the Immaculate C o n ­
ception in Concept ion, MO. After 
his marriage, Gerald cont inued 
to help his father, and then be­
gan farming south of Def iance. 
In 1963, Gerald and Martha Ann 
began farming their own ground 
located w e s t o f In/vin; they made their home t h e r e i n 1966. In 1997, the 
couple moved to Irwin, and Gerald cont inued to help his sons farm, 
where he liked to haul grain in the fall and chop weeds . Gerald was a 
member of St. Peter 's Cathol ic Church in Def iance. He loved the out­
doors and hard work, and especial ly liked to pick sweet corn to share 
with family and fr iends. Gerald was an avid Boston Celt ics fan , and 
enjoyed watching Larry Bird play for the team. He was fond of food 
(particularly ice cream and popcorn) and he would often say, "Just 
Delicious!" Time spent with family at the grandkids ' sport ing events 
and family birthday parties were precious; he was very pleased to 
have celebrated his 80th birthday with his family. Gerald J . Gross died 
on Friday, February 27, 2015, at the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center in Omaha , NE as a result of injuries f rom a vehicle accident, 
having reached the age of 80 years, 2 months, and 10 days. 

Gerald was preceded in death by his parents; one sister, Janice 
Langenfeld; and three brothers, Larry Gross, Michael Gross, and Jack 
Gross. He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Martha Ann Gross of Ir­
win; one daughter. Deb (David) Stracke of Har lan; four sons, Leonard 
(Darcy) Gross of Kirbyvil le, MO, Tony Gross and Paul (Joy) Gross, 
both of Manil la, and Dean (Jamie) Gross of Irwin; one brother, Ronald 
(Rita) Gross of Def iance; two sisters-in-law, Linda Gross and Karen 
Gross, both of Harlan; 13 grandchi ldren; three great-grandchi ldren; 
and other relatives and fr iends. 

A Wake Service was held on Tuesday, March 3, 2015, at Burmeis-
ter-Johannsen Funeral Home in Harlan. Mass of Christ ian Burial was 
held on Wednesday, March 4, 2015, at St. Peter 's Cathol ic Church 
in Defiance, with celebrants Father Urey Mark, SVD, Father Daniel 
Petsche, Father Ken Gross, and Rev. Msgr. Gerald J . S tessman of­
ficiating. Judy Rewerts served as the organist and El izabeth Stroud 
was the vocalist. Casket bear­
ers were Steve Gross, Jade jyrTD7l/rj7TC'Tr'J7D 
Gross, Dylan Gross, Perry J^UlUVlJZlO 1ILIX. 
Gross, Curtis Clark, Jason JOHANNSEN 
Leinen, and Nathan Gross. J FUNERAL HOME 
Burial was in the St. Peter's 1401 Gar f ie ld Ave . , Har lan 
Catholic Cemetery, Defiance. She lby 
The Condolences may be 7 5 5 - 3 1 7 7 • 8 7 7 - 7 5 5 - 3 1 7 7 
left online at www.burmeister w w w . b u r m e i s t e r j o h a n n s e n . c o m 
johannsen.com. 


