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Leona Buman, 90 
Dec. 11 ,1920 - F e b . 21 ,2011 

H A R L A N — Leona Barbara Bu­

man was born on December 11, 1920 

near Defiance, to Edward and Mag-

dalena (Klein) Wageman. She was 

baptized and confirmed at St. Peter's 

Catholic Church in Defiance. She at­

tended Country School at Union No. 

2 through the eighth grade before 

going to St. Paul's Cathol ic-School 

where she graduated. She continued 

her education at Mt. Saint Scholastic 

College in Atchison, KS where she re­

ceived her teaching certificate. Leona 

returned to the Defiance area where 

she taught school at Union. No. 2 for 

three and a half years. 

June 22, 1942, Leona was united 

in marriage to Kenneth Buman at St. 

Peter's Catholic Church. Two children were born to this union: John and San­

dra. Leona raised the children and helped her husband on the farm near 

Tennant from 1942 to 2002. In 1967. she was a partner in forming Ken-Lee 

Distributing Company and was the office manager from 1967 to 2002. Leona 

enjoyed cooking and entertaining, reading, and was a life-long music lover. 

She retired in 2003 and resided at Elm Crest Retirement Community. She was 

admitted to Myrtue Medical Center where she died on Monday, February 2 1 , 

2011, having attained the age of ninety years, two months, and ten days. 

Leona was preceded in death by her parents, her husband Kenneth, 

granddaughter Julia Anne Gearhart, sisters Kathryn Sonderman, Verdilla 

Bertelsen, Josephine Marshall, and Rose McCol lum; and brothers Henry and 

George Wageman. Leona is survived by her son John Buman II and his wife 

Myra of Harlan; daughter Sandra and her husband Harry Gearhart of Still­

water, OK; nine grandchi ldren; twenty-one great-grandchildren; one great-

great-grandchild; sister Ann Wetherby of Apple Valley, MN; brothers Elmer 

Wageman and his wife Boots of Defiance, and 

Edward Wageman and his wife Judy of Alamo, 

TX; special nephew Jack Wageman of Apple 

Valley, MN; other family members and friends. 

Rev. John Dorton celebrated the 10:30 

a.m. Mass of Christian Burial on Friday, Febru­

ary 25, 2011 at St. Mary Our Lady of Fatima 

Catholic Church In Portsmouth. Serving as 

casket bearers were Harry Gearhart, Patrick 

Gearhart, Michael Peaster, Randy Fields, Joe 

GIfford, and Jerry Buman. Interment was held 

at St. Mary's Cemetery in Portsmouth. 
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