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Beginning in 1942, the State Historical Society of Iowa employed a 
commercial newspaper clipping service to examine more than 90 Iowa 
newspapers for items documenting Iowa’s war efforts at home and on 
foreign soil. Over 800,000 clippings cover approximately 30 topics. Due 
to the deterioration of the clippings, the collection has been closed to 
the public and researchers since the 1980’s. 
Iowa City Genealogical Society (ICGS)  Members Charlene Hixon and Joni 
Hindman are co-directors of the Flying Glue Sticks Corps and have been 
working with a small group of volunteers since October 1995 reviewing , 
sorting the collection of clippings, assembling them according to topic,  
and gluing them to pages, ready for microfilming.
This storehouse contains valuable information on more than 30 topics 
that deals with many phases of Americans at war as experienced by a 
State which can serve as a guide of what happens when the country 
must go to war and its citizens are called upon to fight and die.
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This information deals with accounts of Iowans in battle, tells of Iowans killed 
and wounded, how they train for war, and also their social activities such as 
deaths, marriages and births. Much has been done to cover the big battles 
and campaigns, but very little is available regarding how the war changed the 
unsung, unknown individual whose lives were very much affected and 
altered. 
As much as possible, the clippings are organized chronologically by date of 
the newspaper. This allows immediate access to the film before it is indexed. 
When possible, topics have been subdivided to further assist the researcher. 
However, the sheer number of clippings and fading, almost illegible dates did 
not allow for a perfect arrangement. Only clippings that were collected by 
the State Historical Society of Iowa through the Iowa Press Clipping Bureau 
during 1941 - 1952 have been included and can in no way be considered a 
comprehensive file of WW II Iowa. Each microfilm frame has been assigned a 
number. The first four digits represent the year of the newspaper, the next 
four digits represent month, the last four digits are reserved for sheet/page 
number. For example, 1945 0011 4020 would be a newspaper from 1945, 
November, and the 4020th frame/page of film. Numbering starts over with 
each reel of film. The film is shelved under the call number D769.85.18W8.
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TOPICS:
BUSINESS AND LABOR documents defense and civilian industry, training, production, 
recruitment, and the civilian workforce. 

CASUALTIES include casualty statistics, repatriation or return of bodies, overseas 
cemetery information, and information on individuals who lost their lives, were 
wounded or reported missing In action.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING covers flight school, ROTC, GI education, accelerated 
education programs, and rote of education during war.

FARMING, FOOD PRODUCTION, AND RATIONING covers farm women, food 
programs, sugar rationing, victory gardens, farm war boards, food production, and 
collection of farm scrap metal. 

MARRIAGES AND ENGAGEMENTS include announcements for men and women in 
service and those awaiting call to service, civilians in war-related occupations and, in 
a few instances, the Iowa military connection may be an individual in the wedding 
party or a wedding guest. Only clippings published within one year of marriage are 
included in the filming; announcements or articles/photos published one year or 
more after a marriage were included in Life and Activities. Unlike the other categories 
filmed, this topic includes clippings on a limited number of individuals who served in 
Korea. 4



PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS AND IOWA PRISONERS OF WAR clippings 
document prisoner-of-war camps in Iowa and Iowans in prisoner-of-war 
camps overseas and their return home. 

PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS AND IOWA PRISONERS OF WAR ADDENDUM. 
The first Iowa POW reel has approximately 10,600 clippings. An additional 
6,000 clippings are on the second reel. Both reels cover about the same time 
periods.

PUBLIC HEALTH covers physical fitness programs, blood drives, immunization 
programs, nutrition, social hygiene, nutrition checkups in schools, and first 
aid. 

LIFE AND ACTIVITIES includes reports from individuals at Pearl Harbor 
during the attack. It also covers enlistments, commissions, promotions, 
addresses, furloughs, leaves, injuries, deaths, some births of children of 
servicemen, and letters. 

WOMEN'S MILITARY ACTIVITIES cover military training in Iowa including 
setting up camp, staff from out-of-state and county recruits and Iowa 
women serving in the military. 

5



6



7



8



Only one of the many drawers full of clipping-filled envelopes 9
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Clippings sorted into piles according to topic 11



Char Hixon, Beverly, Roberta, and Joni Hindman
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Harry Weber
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Not an Idle Moment at ….Ft. Des Moines, Iowa
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Women’s Army Corp--WACs
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WAC s
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James Van Allen and U of I 
students with a rocket  near 
the Old Capitol Building in 
Iowa City, Iowa
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Dutch Reagan Off to Join the Army
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