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measure of prosperity that now classes him with the prosperous and representative
farmers of his section of the state. He is also a stockholder in the Farmers Lumber
Company of Alta Vista and in the Farmers Elevator at Coalville and he is a member of
the Farmers Equity Association of Alta Vista.

To Mr. and Mrs. Kobliska have been born twelve children: Frank W. and
Joseph, both of whom are married; Mrs. Christina Bouska; Louis, who is also married;
and Barbara, Anna, Mary, Carrie, Charles, John, Cecelia and Leonora, all yet at
home. Mr. Kobliska and his wife are members of St. Cecelia's Catholic church of
Afton township, Howard county, and in that faith have reared their family. He has
never been an aspirant for public office and in fact has always declined to serve in
positions of public trust. His attention has been concentrated upon his agricultural
interests and he has developed his business affairs along lines which have led to
gratifying success and have won for him as well the respect and confidence of his

fellowmen.

WILLIAM WILSON.

William Wilson, who is living on section 11, Paris township, Howard county, and
has gained recognition as one of the progressive and alert farmers of the district, was born
in Howard county on the 5th of October, 1875. His parents were William and Helen
Wilson, the former a native of the state of New York, whence he removed westward to
lowa at the age of eighteen years in company with his parents. The family homesteaded in
Howard county, being among the first people to take up land within its borders. They
shared in all the hardships and privations of pioneer life and lived in a log cabin in the
early days, while they had to haul their produce to McGregor, it requiring from two
weeks to a month to make the round trip. Not a furrow had been turned nor an
improvement made upon their land when it came into their possession and the arduous
task of developing a new farm confronted them; but the work was diligently
accomplished by Mr. Wilson, who converted the place into rich and fertile fields.

After the death of the father the farm was rented until William Wilson was twenty-one
years of age, when he took over the property and began farming on his own account. All of
the modern improvements upon the place have been put there by him and he now has an
excellent farm property of one hundred and sixty acres on which are substantial buildings,
the latest improved farm machinery and all up-to-date equipments.

On the 1st of May, 1900, Mr. Wilson was married to Miss Julia Woods, a daughter of
Patrick and Ann Woods, of Howard county. They have become parents of three children:
William Emmett, Floyd James and Gertrude L. The elder son has completed the public
school course in his home neighborhood and is now attending high school in Cresco.

The family are communicants of the Assumption Catholic Church of Cresco and
fraternally Mr. Wilson is connected with the Modern Woodmen of America, with which he
has been identified for four years. His political endorsement is given to the republican
party and he has held several local offices, including that of school director. His entire life
has been devoted to agricultural interests and by reason of his thoroughness, his
persistency of purpose and his laudable ambition he has made steady progress in his chosen

life work.

MICHAEL NOSBISCH.

Michael Nosbisch is now living retired at New Hampton after many years of
active connection with farming interests in this section of lowa. He was born in
Germany, June 9, 1849, a son of John and Margaret Nosbisch. In 1865 he came to the
United States with his parents and first settled in Jesup, lowa, where the father



