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Dear Members and Friends

Well, as you can see from the post mark date on your newsletter 1 am about 2 months late in
getting this newsletter out. I just don't know how time gets away from a person. Winter in Iowa this year
has been different. We have had snowstorms but then we've had S0 degree days in January. The ground
has never really frozen hard, so gravel roads have been soft and there js a lot of mud that keeps tracking
into the house and vehicles. Oh heck, it beats the alternative. Snow and Ice and Cold.

The Society ended the year with our annual meeting and election of officers in December. We
have accomplished a few things and left a few more projects to be completed in 1998. One completed
project was the sale of the reprint of the 1976 Davis County history book. We sold 36 beoks! We still
have 14 left for sale, they are $75.00. Just write the society if you are interested. Since so many people
had purchased the book when it was published in 1976 without the index, we decided to sell the index to
the hook seperately. (see listing along with other Davis Co. materials elsewhere in newsletter.) The index
was sent to lowa Genealogy Society for printing and sales in October of 1997. The Society received their

copy in January of 1998, This reprint of the history book and indexing the book was a project that we
had been working on for acouple of years, so it felt good to finish it. Now on to other things,

Another project that seems to be about completed is the WPA Grave Registration and War
Record Survey. This was orginially done in 1938 as a program directed by Adjutant General. The
purpose of the project was "a survey to provide a complete file of the names, war records, and other
information of the deceased veterans resting within the State of fowa." (from Iowa Graves Registration
& War Record Survey Manual of Instructiens) Each county in the state had this project. Ours in Davis
County has been a valuable tool in genealogy research. It is an alphabetical listing of people buried in
Davis County cemeteries. It does not list children. The cemeteries were platted in 1973-76 but by that
time many of the old stones were gone to unreadalbe. So you can see that the WPA listing was a goad
source for older burials. Tt will be through the work of many members that this project has been put on
computer, proofread ard finally sent to IGS for publishing. Our goal is to have it to IGS this summer 5o
it will be available for sale to the public before State Convention in the fall.

Well my page has run out so I had better close for now. Happy Ancestor Hunting,
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INDEX FOR BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 1882 DAVIS COUNTY HISTORY

Bloomfield City
Anderson, Reuben W.
Allender, Rev. R, B.
Allender, D.R.

Awalt, Jacob

Boyer, I.

Brook, Allen

Coloney, Chas. E. J. P.
Clayton, J. W.
Carruthers, S. S.
Coffey, N.F. & J. H.
Davis, C. F.

Downing, M.

Davis, John P.
Dilliner, W. H.
Duffield, Capt. J. M.
Dooley, 1. C., A. M.
Davis, Jehu
Eichelberger, Frank W.
Eppley, Samuel M.
Earhart, Josiah 1.
Eckard, W. S.

Findley, Dr. William McK.
Findley, J. B.

Fenton, F. M., MD
Fortune, W.F.
Fortune, C. D,
Fryberger, W. E.
Gibbons, A. D.

Good, W. H.
Greenleaf, D. C., MD
Hamilton, John Judson
Hartzler, 1. D.
Harward, L. S.
Hazelwood, Greenville
Herr, B. F.

Hil, A H.

Hill, Ebb

Hill, Isaac

Hill, Wm,

Horn, M. B.

Hull, Capt. J. A. T.
Hulett, Charles E.
Hulett, S.

Humphrey, B. C.
Johnson, Newton S.
Jones, M. H.

Jones, Samuel

608
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619
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620
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620
621
621
621
621
622
622
623
623
624
624
624
625

Kelso, J. B.
Kinnick, Elijah B.
Law, Wm. J.
Lester, A. C.
Logan, J. M.
McCarty, J.
McComick, W. F.
Mendenhall, A. W.
Moore, F. W.
Miller, John A.
Moore, Col. Samuel A
Myers, T. B.
Nelson, E. M.
Nulton, Henry
Qverton, F. C.
Owsley, M.
Painter, J. V., MD
Paine, J. N.
Palmer, Wm.
Parker, John
Patterson, J. J.
Payne, D. H.
Plank, John H.
Presson, Chas. A.
Priest, G, & San
Priest, S. 1.

Pugh, David B.
Randolph, F. M.
Saunders, Wm. M.
Selman, Dr. J. J.
Shelton, Dr. E. J.
Shelton, Dr. Eberle K.
Sloan, John M.
Spencer, Capt. H. A.
Stark, Josiah
Steel, Samuel
Steele, 8. H.
Steckel, Amos
Stevens, Wm. 8.
Swift, Freeman
Taylor, Wm. H.
Toombs, J. P.
Townsend, Elisha
Trimble, Henry Hoffman

Van Benthusen, Judge Wm.

Walker, T. O.
Wallis, J. D.

625
625
625
626
626
626
626
627

627

627
628
629
629
629
629
630
630
631
631
631
631
632
632
632
632
633
633
633
634
634
634
634
635
635
636
636
636
637
637
638
638
638
638
639
640
640
641




Bloomfield City
Weiny, J.
Wilkinson, John R,
Wilson, Asa
Young, Dr. J. W,

Bloomfield Township
Baldridge, John
Barker, J. S.

Bell, D. H.
Cammack, John
Coy, Daniel

Davies, Wm. G.
DeVault, Jacob
DeVault, Hiram
Dodge, John W.
Doke, T. D.

Elrod, Eli

Frankling, Mrs, Martha
Graver, Jacob S.
Good, John

Gore, James W.
Grant, George L.
Grafton, Thomas
Ham, Mathias D.
Hambleton, A. H.
Hill, James A.
Hockersmith, Lewis F.
Jennings, David
Jenkins, Israel F,
Luce, W. O.
McAvoy, James
Merideth, Andrew F.
Merry, Nicholas E.
Moore, Edward W.
Morris, Harvey
Murphy, Josiah
Nesmith, Elijah
Norris, G. W.
Norris, James T.
Palmer, Hon, David P.
Pettit, J. W,

Plank, Wm. J.
Rawlings, Richard
Rominger, Henry
Royer, Davison
Saunders, C. D,
Saunders, Stephen L.
St. Clair, Wm. A.
Swank, Farman

641
641
642
642

642
643
643
643
644

645
645
645
645
646
646
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647
647
647
647
648
648
648
648
649
649
649
649
650
650
630
651
651
651
652
652
652
652
653
633
633
653
654
654

Thompson, John M.
Turpin, Thomas Benton
Vaught, Amos

Young, Jas. M.

Drakesville Township
Cooper, R. P.
Dysart, James L.
Edwards, Dr. E. S.
Elliott, John
Foote, T. J.
Higbee, Rev. Jesse
Hotchkiss, E. L.
Jennings, C. M.
Jennings, T. B, MD -
Lockman, J.B.
Moore, John
Moore, John
Purell, Maj. W. I.
Stewart, A, W.
Truax, Wm,

Fabius Township
Aldridge, J. H.
Barnes, Moses
Blosser, D. B.
Colton, G. W.
Elliott, John
Hale, A. J.,,MD
Henderson, J. 1.
Henson, John H.
Henson, William
Holstemn, J. A.
Horn, John
Johnson, Jeremiah
McFadden, D. M.
Russell, Samuel
Stoffle, Isaac
Peden, Orrin
McKenzie, Richard
Stober, Jacob
Tharp, W. D.
Waggoner, W. T.
Wisaman, Jacob
Wisdom, T. W,
Wisdom, Margaret R. Hullett

Fox River Township
Clyman, Albert G.
Coonsg, Richard P,

(Continue Vol I  1998)
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Natlonal Archlves Alert

PR

John H. Carlia, former Governor of Kansas and now the country’s top arciuvnst, is proposmg a progn am to
close all 12 of the reglonai archive loc.mon& The reglonal offices are found in: r

. 1. Waltham, MA holds rccords for states of Connect:cut, Mame, Massachusetts, New Hampsfmre, ‘
o\ Rhode Island and Yermont.: - ¢ . e a0 teeas e

. 2. Ncw.kY ork, NY holds-records for-New: Jer‘sey, New York, Puerto Ricao, émd the U.S. V'rgin Islands.

e - 3 Phdaddplua holds cecords for De]awam. Maryhmd, Pennsylvamg Virgxma and&Vvest Virg:ma;

: ar Ml unl B RO - 3 o‘.\ .‘: TaaNs s ‘*,fb ,-.:---:{'_-:_' '!-- yf T i n” a4l
e .. -4 East Pomt. GA has records for Alabama, Flonda, Georgla. entucky; Mnssnss:ppl,'Nmﬂt( arolma
South Carolina, and Tennessee: »2’ zo: #wzs dm wgimrel mwdlegone & =00 G s T ,c %

\

. 5. Clucago, IL holds records for. Ilhno:s, I‘ndlana, chh:gan, anesota, Oh.lO, and Wlsnonsm 2
L\ﬂ . PUTETRRN . ‘M\ W ) ,__?'

& . 6. Kansas City, MO has records for Iowa, Kansas, stsoun and Nebraska.
¢ 7'. Fort Worth, TX holds records for An_zona, me_Smn'a, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Te;as

. 8. Denver, CO holds records for Colorado, Montsna. North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah and |
: ‘Wyoming and some records created in New Mexico’ and Arizona. R

L

® 9. Laguna'Niguel, €A holds recordsfor Anzona, outheriil 1 chuntids ) Califoruiaand Qark
. oo .. Gounty,Nevada. - SR R

y

N 10. San Bruno, CA holds records fdi‘ Northem Céiifornia_, Hawaii, Nevada (except fq_i* Clark County) -

and the Amencan Samoa Islands
™ 11. Seattle, WA holds records for Idaho, Oreg(m and Walst‘xingtoﬁ; )

. 12, Anchorage, AK holds records for Alaska.

Carlin proposes to build two mega-archives, perhaps in Washmgton, DC and in either Ca.hforma or Kdnsas.
The plan calls for all of the microfilm in the present archwes to be deposited in university libraries and pubhc
libraries - neither of which has the space nor the staff to accommodate the millions of researchers who use.
these regional archives. Presently the regional archives have trained, professional staff persouns in p[acg,.

'If you wish that the archives system remain as it is, write to Carlin at: The National Archives, 8601 Adélphl
Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001. Remember - if you wait for someone else to write the letter it may not
get doae.

Taken from the Champaign Co. Gen Soc. Jul/Aug/Sept 1997 via Flonda Chapter OGS, Inc. News!etter
May/Jun ‘97.

-
i

REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!
.Copled from Cochocton Co, Chapter, - ' S
! Chio Genealogical Soclety newslatter

-f/ .




NEW LIST OF PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE ABOUT DAVIS COUNTY, IOWA THROUGHE the Iowa
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 7735, Des Moines, Iowa 50322

154 Davis County 1850 Census, 167p $22.00
397 Davis Co. 0ld Age Tax Assistance 1934-37 18.50
427 Davis Co. Cemeteries--Drakesville & Lester 4.00
486 Davis Co. Cemeteries, West Grove Twp. 4.00
554 Pavis Co. Index to 1860 Census 7.70
555 Davis Co. 1860 Census Part I {ppl~97)} 13.10
556 Davis Co. 1860 Census Part II (pp 98-193) 12.40
557 Davis Co. 1860 Census Part IIL (pp 194-284) 12.20
626 Davis Co. Cemeteries, Cleveland Twp. (except I.0.0.F) 3.40
815 Davis Co. I.0.0.F Cemetery, Bloomfield, Ia. 25.10
857 Davis Co. Iowa Deaths 1886-1900; Marriages 1844-1854 3.60
1293 Davis Co. 1856 Census, Index only 2.10
1294 Davis Co. 1856 Census, Vol 1 20.70
1295 DPavis Co. 1856 Census, Vol 2 16.30
1468 Davis Co. Cemeteries, Prairie & Roscoe Twps. 4,60

1541 Davis Co. Cemeteries, Grove Twp & Barker Cem. Scotland 3.90
Co., Missouri

1542 Davis Co. Deaths, May 1884-1897 Add. to 857 3.10
1711 DPavis Co. Cemeteries, Fabius Twp. 3.60
2189 Davis Co. Index to “"This is Davis County A" 12.20
Towa residents please add 5% sales tax. Postage/handling rates are: 50-

$15.:51.50 $15.01-25.00: $2.00 $25.01-$40.: $3.00  $40.01-up: $4.50. Orders
over $100. are charged actual postage cost.

THESE MATERIALS MUST BE PURCHASED FROM IOWA GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY. ADDRESS IS AT TOP OF PAGE.

QUERIES

Need parents of MARY R (POLLY) ELY, born 11 Nov. 1786 in Montgomery
Co. VA. died 21 Aug 1866 in Davis County IA. Buried Pollard
Cemetery. She married WILLIAM RUSSELL I. He was born 28 Feb 1785
in NC. ROBERT SPEAR 2407 25th St. Everett WA 98201-3114

T would like to correspond with anyone researching JAMES HARTUP,
born Wayne Co. Indiana 11 Aug 1824; ANDERSON WILLIS; WILLAIM BENGE
born 1 May 1837 and JOEN H. RAWLINGS born 23 June 1814, Mamie R.
Way RR 1 Box 57A Fairmont OK 73736-9726.
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COLONIAL EXPRESSIONS STILL IN USE
BY RICHARD BAUMAN
Copied from Gateway Genealogical Society News-Clinton Co.-July-Sept 1996

Some of the colorful everyday expressions we use have been around for more than 200 years. Many even pre-
date the American Revolution. Phrases such as "sleep tight," "read between the lines," "beatto a pulp," "eat my
hat," and "pulling the wool over his eyes” all originated in the 1770's.

When you tell someone to "sleep tight" you might think it means snuggle down under the blankets and keep
warm. That's not what it originally meant. In colonial times, mattressses were suspended in bed frames by ropes.
Ta sleep comfortable, it was necessary to tighten the ropes each night using a huge, key-line device. The saying
referred to firming-up the matress ropes for a pleasant sleep.

"Beat to a pulp” and "read between the lines” were colonial expressions. One came from the paper-making
process and the other from using paper. Rags were the main ingredient in paper 200 years ago. They were
soaked in water, then broken down to minute fibers by beating with stone or iron implements. The result was a
pulp used to make paper.

Paper was an expensive itera int the 1700's, and a fow sheets might cost a day's wages. When someone wrote a
letter and had a lot to say, the person would write from top to bottom on the page, then tumn it upside down and
write between the lines going the other way. The recipient had to be able to "read between the lines" in order to
get the full message.

Fashionable men wore wigs in colonial America. The wealthier a man was, the greater his importance and the
larger his wig. A "bigwig" was (and is) an influential or important person. If someone grabbed a fellow's wig
and pulled it down over his face so he couldn't see, he'd had "the wood pulled over his eyes."

A small out-of-the-way place is often called a "jexkwater town". The expression come from the early days of
raifroading when steam engines had to be refilled from water towers about every 50 miles. Larger towns had help
to fill the boilers, but smaller and more remote areas didn't. The train fireman had to grab and jerk a rope to start
the water flow, thus it was a "“jerkwater town."

Two centuries ago, sugar was rare and expensive, and sold in small cone-shaped packages called "sugar hats",
hence the expression, "I'll eat my hat.”

Bootlegger was a household word of the 1920's and 30's, begun in the 1800's. Smugglers would hide liquor
bottles in the high tops of their boots, so they were "bootleggers.”

The nursery thyme, "Hickory, dickary, dock" describes a commons event in colonial times. Clocks were oak
gears weren't unusual. Animal fat was used to keep the wooden gears lubricated, but the scent attracted mice that
would get inside and gnaw on the gears. To discourage the mice, most clocks had loud chimes or bells. When
the clock would strike the hour or half-hour, mice inside were driven away by the noise.
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NOW IS THE TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 1998. REMEMBER THE MEMBERSHIP DUES
ARE $7.50 FOR THE YEAR.

NAME :

ADDRESS:

In order to bettar coordinate work among researchers, we are asking you to datach
{or photocopy) this section and return it to the Society. These will be kept on
file in the library and published once a year in the Newsletter. If you naeed
more room, please feel free to use an additional sheet of paper.

SURNAMES BEING SEARCHED

Nama :

Addrass:

Davis County Genealogy Soclety
P O Box 94
Bloomfield IA 52537

D Sue Spilman
401 Arkansas Ave
Bloomfield IA 52537-1260




FINANCIAL REPORT 1997

Beginning Balance 1 Jan 1997 $1668.47
Income
Dues 960.00
Contributions 72.50
Sales 75.00
IGS Profit-Share Program 176.28
Total 1283.78
Expenses
Newsletter 271.06
Sales Tax 91
Books for Library 96.00
I Care Program donation - 25.00
Misc. P O Box supplies etc. 317.68
- Total 710.65 -
Ending Balance 31 Dec 1997 $2241.60

BOOK SALES FOR “THIS IS DAVIS COUNTY, IA”—Thirty five books have been sold as of
March 1998. We have 15 books left. If any one is interested they are $75.00. This is the latest
book published about Pavis County and includes an index. Write to D. Sue Spilman 401
Arkansas Ave. Bloomfield IA 52537

- QUERIES

Looking for family of Charles Niles (s/0 Darius) and Adaline T. Hill (d/0 Lucius & Debora Carr Hill.
They married 15 Aug 1861 Davis County IA. Joy L Burkholder P Q Box 245 Greenville CA 95947.

I am searching for graves of Cora May Wagner, Fred G., John, Charley, and Roy Pitman, Amanda -
Macy Young and Huldah Gregory. I would like to locate where they are buried in hopes of locating

living descendants. Also who can I write for early records of the Locust Grove M.E. Church ? Mamie

Way RR 1 Box 57A Fairmont OK 73736-9726.
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