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Dear Members,

Here it is August, the dog days of summer. After all the rain
and flodding here and the surrounding counties we are glad (?) for
the sunshine and hot temperatures. It's beginning to dry out
enough to think about outside work and getting caught up on the
yard work.

T hope that if you were directly effacted by flodding that
your genealogy informaetion was in a safe place or that you had
other copies somewhere else. If our sovciety can be of any help re-
construceting you family records please let us know. I'm sure that
for a few months this will be a project that can be put off.

The Bloomfield Public Librarian, Jerry Greene, has told me
that we have had alot of people using the Genealogy Room at the
library. Jerry said that the first couple of weeks in August have
been super busy. I'm glad our collection can be of such use to the
public. This is one of the reasons we feel that getting a new
microfilm reader-printer is so 1mpmrtant for the public to use. As
of right now our grant application is still being reviewed by the
grant committee and we should know something in October. Everyone
keep vour fingers crossed.

armual meeting for IGS is fast approaching, see information
further in the newsletter. Sounds like it should be a good 2 da
meeting. They are looking for persons interested in being regiona{
representive for this district, if you have any suvggestions let IGS
know. Last year we did not have one.

We don't get many queries for the newsletter and I would like
to see more of you use this newsletter for that purpose. They are
free to members and $1.50 to non-members. The Society has started
charging $6.00: per hour for research done by our members. This
money will be used to purchase equipment or waterials for the
genealogy library. 1It's a inexpensive way to help the society and
yourself.

Happy Hunting,
D. Sue Spilman, Pres.




1993 I0WA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY CONFERENCE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8

8:00 - 9:00 Registration & Continental Breakfast/Exhibits Open
9:00 - 9:10 Welcome & Announcements * . Howard Snedden, Master of Ceremonies
9:10 - 10:10 "The Draper Manuscripts, What They Are and How to Use Them“ James L, Hansen
10:10 - 10:15 Door Prizes
10:15 - 10:45 Break: Lemonade and coffee/Visit Exhibits
10:45 - 11:45 Your choice of workshops:
"Researching at the National Archives, Central Plains Branch" Pat Shackelford
“Preservation & Conservation of Records*® Dr. Alan Perry
"Finding Friends (Quaker) Records for Genea]og1ca1 Research" Marion E. Rains
11:45 - 1115 Noon Luncheon Buffet/Visit Exhibits
1:115 - 2:15 "Research in the States of the 01d Northwest" James L. Hansen
2115 - 2:20 Door Prizes
2:25 - 2:45 Break: Lemonade and coffee/Visit Exhibits
2145 - 3:45 Your choice of workshops: .
"Introduction to European Research"® Scharlott Goettsch Blevins
"When You Find an Indian Princess® Betty McKray, Margee Bonney, Pete Seaba
"Researching the Buckeye State® _ Don Southwood
"Publish Before You Perish"® : Ray Gooldy
“Researching Your Family Health Tree*® . Marge Moothart, R.N.
3:45 - 4:00 Break: Lemonade and coffee/Visit Exhibits '
4:00 - 5:00 Annual Meeting
6:00 Iowa Genealogical Society Banquet and Awards Presentations
YLore of the Hills"® Noel W, Tenney of The Hi11 Lorists
8:30 Informal Interest Groups
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
8:00 - 9:00 Registration & Continental Breakfast
9:00 - 9:10 Welcome & Announcements Howard Snedden, Master of Ceremonies
5:10 - 10:10 *Settliement Patterns of Central Appalachia® Noel W. Tenney
10210 - 1015 Door Prizes
10:15 - 10:45 Break: Lemonade and Coffee/Visit Exhibits
10:45 - 11:45 Your choice of workshops: o
"Using the I[.G6.5. Library" Sue Cochran
*Before You Turn On The Computer® Joyce Brown
“Your Photography Collection* Mary Somogyi
11:45 - 1:15 Noon Luncheon Buffet/Visit Exhibits
1016 - 2115 “Frontier Genealogy" - James L. Hansen
2:15 - 2:45 Break/Last chance to visit exhibits
2:45 - 3:45 Your chofce of workshops:
“The Naturalization Process" Don Southwood
“Facts & Fictions About Saving Your Cemeteries"® Paul Maddy
"Using LDS Family History Centers® Carl Moss
"Using Census Records" Margaret Foster
"Rsearching in Iowa" Deb Kolz-0lson
3145 - 3:50 Door Prizes
3:50 - 4:00

Closing Remarks _ END OF 1993 CONFERENCE




“FROM APPALACHIA TO THME HEARTLAND*
October 8 and 9, 1993
Travelodge West, 11001 University Ave., Clive, lowa 50325

Please return CONFERENCE PRE-REGISTRATION and payment by SEPTEMBER 25, 1993, to:
ANKUAL FALL CONFERENCE, T0WA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, P.0. BOX 7735, DES MOINES, IOWA 50322

PLEASE CHECK YOUR SELECTION ' MEMBER NON-MEMBER
Friday lectures only $15.00 §20.00 ___
Friday lectures and lunch ‘ $22.00 $27.00 __
Friday lectures and banquet $32.00 ____ $37.00
Friday banquet only $17.00 $22.00 ___
SAVE $$I1 FRIDAY - ALL EVENTS . $35.00 __ $40.00 —
Saturday lectures only $16.00 $20,00 ___
Saturday lectures and lunch $22.00 __ $27.00
SAVE $$$311 ALL CONFERENCE EVENTS $50,00 $56.00

{Lectures, two continental breakfasts, two lunches and friday banquet {included)
* A $10.00 LATE FEE WILL BE ADDED FOR REGISTRATIONS RECEIVED AFTER SEPTEMBER 25, 1993

Motel accomodations are available at a special conference rate at the Travelodge West
for $32.00 PER ROOM - 1 to 4 persons. This cost is NOT included in the conference regis-
tration schedule above. You must make your own room reservations. Be sure to mention you
are with “I.G.5." to qualify for the special rate. The telephone number for making
reservations is 515-225-3050.

NAME

ADDRESS

1Ty STATE_ .~ ZIp

To help us plan space, please check the workshops you plan to attend.
FRIDAY AM: SATURDAY AM:
... "Researching at the National Archives® "Using the I.G.S. Library"
— "Preservation & Conservation of Records® *Before You Turn On a Computer®
. "Finding Friends (Quaker} Records" *Your Photography Collection
FRIDAY PM: : SATURDAY PM:
*Introduction to European Research® "The Naturalization Process®
“When You Find an Indian Princess* *Saving Your Cemeteries®
“Researching the Buckeye State® "LDS Family History Centers®
*Publish Before You Perish" "Using Census Records*
“Researching Your Family Health Tree® "Researching in Iowa®
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JOHN TAYLOR OF SHUNEM

This family settled near Troy and were ready to locate in
Davig County a year before it ws lawful. They were from Tennessee
and later helped form a group of families in the Shunem Church
neighborhood. We refer to the families of John Taylor, William
Taylor, William Shields, David Evans, Fred Rullman, and others.
John Taylor and his wife Rebacca came to Iowa in 1842, in the fall,
stopping near Troy. In the spring of 1843 they staked a claim a
mile west of Troy, moved on and undertook the task of building a
home, just like the rest. There was timber in the forest and a
place to put a cabin. There were no saw mills, no nails and few
clumsy teools. A log cabin 14 by 16 feet became a palace and three
boys and five girls were the flock. The roof was of clapboards,
held down by long poles fastened to the roof with wooden pins. The
house was almogst bare inside, and the struggle began to raise
something to esat and something to wear. Necessity was absolute and
a way was found to get a cow, a few sheep, sow a patch of flax, and
prepare for winter. Wild honey, wild fruits and game helped to
supply the family larder. They kept the snowball rooling until the
¢laim became too small and in a few years they trekked to a farm,
or another ¢laim, a few miles northwest of Troy and became Shunem
progenitors. ‘There the same primitive conditions were met, but
this to them was the promised land. Again they peeped through the
chinks, between the logs, carpeted the ground with hewed punchesons
for a fleoor. Again the home became a hive of industry, the woods
resounded with the sound of the ax and the huntsman's rifle.
Neighbors began to move in, a saw mill and grist mill was
discovered with a trail in that direction, a log school house was
a home-made affair and a teacher found who would board around among
the scholars and take subscriptions for pay. Meetings, secular and
religious, began at early candlelighting and by and by the Shunem
Church. The families named and the Milton Dysarts, Mr. Dysart
being a Preshyterian preacher, sowed the good seed of an honast,
industrious and religious community, which largely gave character
to that part of the County. James H. Taylor, one of the original
family, has continued to live on part of the same farm for nearly
seventy~five years. One of the sons gave hisg life for the Union in
the Civil War. James Taylor remembers of the low prices and want
of a market. The family traded at Troy, sold their hogs once a
year, sometimes three cents a dozen for eggs, no market for butter
and fifteen cents per bushel for ocats if hauled to Alexandria. cCal
Taylor was then a troy merchant. Mr. Taylor tells with much
interest of the exciting time of the Wideawakes of 1860, the
thrilling days of the Guerrilla Raids, the murder of William
Wallace, and perilous times of the Civil War when Davis County
harbored a good many Knights of the Golden Circle. Troy was then
the Athens of Davis County and the Troy Academy became an
inspiration to the then generations. Such is the history of many
of thoge pioneer families,

(copied from the book A Pioneer History of Davis County,

pp.331)
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Mary Jane Beauchamp

My maiden name was Mary Jane Price, and I was born in 1833,
near Rushville, Indiana. My father was Elisha Galoway Price, who
was born in Kentucky. He was an uncle of Gen. Sterling Price, the
confederate General, who achieved so much notoriety during the
Civil War. Sterling Price was first a member of Congress, then a
Brigadier General in the Mexican War, later Governor of Missouri
and Major General of the Southern Army. My mother's maiden name
was Harper, and her parents came from Ireland to Virginia. Tt was
from this family that Harper's Ferry was named, and which was
destined to become historically associated with John Brown, the
great anti-slavery hero. We travelled in an 0ld fashioned covered
wagon drawn by four horses, my brother riding one of the horses and
driving the team as was then the custom. My father rode a horse
and drove our loose cattle. Many incidents of the trip are as
clear in my mind as if it were but yesterday. I remember of
crossing the Wabash river at Terra Haute, Tnd., the Illinois river
at Reardstown, Tl1l., and the Mississippi at Alexandria, Mo., on the
Ferry Boat. The last night of our trip we camped near Alexandria.
Towa was then a Territory and there was not then a house in sight
in all the prairie country where now stand the thriving towns of
cantril, Milton and Pulaski. We spent our second night in Towa
north of the present town of Milton in a community then known as
Chicken Ridge. We stopped at the home of William Cassady who had
been a neighbor of ours in Indiana. The next night father found a
little cabin down along the creek and we lived in it about two
weeks. On account of fuel and water the first comers settled near
the streams and timber. He then found a place about two miles
southeast of Milton and bought the man's claim and later entered
the land. There was a small cabin on this claim and we lied in it
until the summer of 1841 when we built a larger one. I remember
that we broke up the ground with oxen. My father made two trips
back to Kentucky to bring horses and cattlie to Towa. We got along
as well as the average settlers at that time. But sickness came
and chills and ague were very common. My father died of congestive
chills in the fall of 1845, leaving my mother with four little
children, 1 being 12 years old and the oldest one at home.

An older sister married to a lawyer names J.W. Alley. The
lived for some time in Keosauqua, then moved to Lake Prairie where
Pella now is and later still to Red Rock. Des Moines was then
called Fort Des Moines or Raccoon Forks. In the spring of 1846 I
remember of going with my sister and husband from Van Buren county
to Red Rock. We made the trip in eight days with a horse team and
spring wagon and stopped at farm houses of nights. The first night
we stopped with a family that my sister knew in Indiana and that
was about three miles northwest of Bloomfield. They were good kind
people, but were having hard times to 1live. They kept their
drinking water in a barrel and hauwled the water from the creek.
You cound not see the bottom of the glass as you drank it. They
had 3 little log cabins in a row. In one they cooked, in the next
they slept and in the next kept their chickens. The next morning
Mr. Alley went to Bloomfield. When he came back my gister and 1
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lamented the fact that we had no coffee for breakfast. He laughed
‘and said that he ate breakfast in Bloomfield with Israel Kister and
drank two cups of coffee, one for each of us. These people were
friendly, as most people were in those days, but this illustrates
how the people lived in those frontier days. At our next stop we
had good coffee, hot biscuits and fried chicken. The last night of
the trip we stopped near Knoxville. The next day we crossed the
Des Moines river which was bank full. We had to go over the river
in a canoe. The got our team and wagon over in some way by
fastening two cances together and piloting them over. My sister
then 1lived at Red Rock and Mr. Alley practiced law in the
surrounding country.

The following incident shows some of the dangers of pioneer
life and the means used sometime to prevent person from settling on
land. While Mr. Alley was living in Keosauqua a man named Sigler
who had a claim up at l.ake Prairie offered to give him half of the
claim if he would go up there and live on it and hold it. So they
moved to Lake Prairie. One evening Mr. Alley was coming home from
Lskaloosa between sundown and dark, a shot was fired at him, the
bullet passing through the fleshy part of his arm just above the
elbow and burning its way through his shirt and across his breast.
His only weapon was a large knife in his pocket. Thinking it
likely there was only one man, he turned and rode back and another
shot was fired, this time going through his horse's nose. Then he
saw that there were two men who had been hiding near the side of
the road and they were fleeing. He rushed home, got his qun to
follow the, but my sister persuaded him not to go. It required
this spirit of courage and bravery in those days and most of the
men had it or they never could have held their land. These men
were evidently trying to scare Mr. Alley so that he would give up
-the c¢laim. T spent the winter of 1846 and 1847 with my sister at
Red Rock, Marion county, and the following March returhed home.

When I came home in March 1847, the Beauchamp family had come
to Iowa the year before. Levi Beauchamp, who later, in 1850,
became my husband, was one on the sons and was teaching school in
the log school house east of Milton. That family lived in Van
Buren county one year and then came to Davis County and settled on
the land now a part of the Beauchamp farm. The family was of
French descent, but went to England during the reign of William the
Conqueror. There the name was pronounced "Beecham,"” but in France
it was "Boshomp."” Levi Beauchamp taught school from 1846 to 1850.
After they entered land in Davis county he taught in a log school
house northeast of the present town of Stiles near where now is the
Union graveyard.

There were no school houses in that neighborhood when we first
came to the Territory. There was a log house about one mile east
of where: :Milton now stands and it was used both for school ‘and

church. I went to school there. In it was a big fireplaceand peg

leg benches-without-any backs. There were none:but: subseription:

schools then and every scholar had to pay the subscription price or -
get no schooling. The early settlers fromed a club'law and it was =
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necessary in order to prevent a lot of outlaws from scaring and
driving them from their claims. Tje tried in various ways to run
the Beauchamps off their land but failed. X recollect well the
winter the Mormons were driven out of Illinois. Every cabin that
was not in use was filled with Mormons. They aroused the vengeance
of the gentiles because when they wanted anything like cattle or
horses they would assume to take it by force and would say the Lord
told them to take it. The people finally told them the Lord told
them to drive out the Mormons, and they did it.

Very well do I remember the day in 1864 when the Guerrillas
made the raid through Davis county and killed some of ocur citizens.
Mr. Beauchamp had gone to mill at Pittsburg. A man rode up to our
door and told me the Guerrillas wee coming. We had about $50. in
money in the house and I quickly buried it in the garden. We had
two nice horses that we were fattening for the market. T had my
boys take them down in the field and hide them in the brush patch
and keep them there all day. The raiders missed our house about a
half mile and stopped at Daniel Swartzendruver's. Mrs.
Swartzendruver came running and crying across the field to our
house and told me that they drew their guns on her and demanded
their money or her life and she gave them all they had. During the
scarey times we had that fall T told my folks that I was sure in
General Price should come that he would not harm us, for T would
remind him of being my cousin. But he did not come. Mr Beauchamp
died a good many years ago and our children have for years had
homes of their own. He was a member of the Masonic fraternity and
held various township and county offices. He had a souvenir that
he prized very highly and was in the family for over 125 years. It
was an English Gourd brought from England by his ancestors and
which was used by his grandfather to carry shot in. In those times
shot and bullets were run in molds and carried loose ready for use
in loading the gun. I hope these remembrances may be read with
interest by the present and future generations.

Mary Jane Price-Beauchamp

(Copied from Pioneer History of Davis County, Iowa. p. 14-16.)

* * * #* * *
In order to better coardinate work among researchers, we are asking you to
detach (or photocopy) this section and rveturn it to the Society. These will

be kept on file in the library and published once a year in the Newsletter,
If you need more room, please feel free the use an addtional sheet of paper.

SURNAMES BEING SEARCHED

Mame

Address
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