
DAVIS COUNTY 

GENEALOGY 

     2013, a year for reunions. A  year for 

remembering, that the DCGS has been 

in existence for 40 years. The first news-

letter was published in the Spring of 

1983, Peggy Arnold, Editor. Meetings 

were held at the PBL, 3rd Thursday of 

the month, at 7 PM, and dues were $3. 

Officers were President: Jerry Greene, 

Vice: Sue Spilman, Secretary: Phyllis  

Thomas, Treasurer: Olen McMains 

Their were 118 documented cemeteries 

in Davis County. A postage stamp was 

20c. Tuesday mornings were workdays 

and the crew spent their time cataloging, 

transcribing, clipping, reading and copy-

ing, compiling the 1850 & 1860 Census: 

Genealogy as a hobby has not really 

changed, maybe just the place of gather-

ing and names of the members and vol-

unteers, although many a charter mem-

ber still are members today.  We contin-

ue to use their collections for research. 

We continue to build our own collec-

tions for future researchers. 

DCGS became a chartered member of 

the Iowa Genealogical Society in 1984. 

Celebrate! In 2014, we will hold a cele-

bration for the anniversary. Not sure of 

the gala details, but sure to come. 

Dues for 2013 are $15, this includes dig-

ital scanning & camera photo capabili-

ties when at our Library, Quarterly 

newsletters and queries. 

We had no quorums available for meet-

ings the months of December, January 

& February, due to weather, illness and 

the cold winter. 

So the March meeting was a long one, 

and we know once again, we will have a 

busy year with, reunions, walking ceme-

teries, fundraisers, the Davis County 

Fair, the Old School, and more . . .  

Deb Barker, President & Editor 

President’s Notes 

We did it, we are proud to boast we 

are owners of a new color copier! 

Thank you Davis County Community 

Foundation Grant. Thanks to MPA for 

the installation. This machine can 

scan, staple, print, copy and send by 

email. Everything we need to pro-

duce an exceptional newsletter, 

along with our booklet items for 

sales. 

Copier Grant 

P O Box 94 Bloomfield, IA 52537 January February March 

2013 
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School Photos 7 
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Research Tidbits 9 

  

Anne Morgan, DCCF  & Karen Prosapio, DCGS 

TROY  

GREENLAWN  

CEMETERY 

See Page 9 

Diana Barker Hatch, 

Mary, Gary Klicker, 

Larry Bollman and 

John Archer have 

been working on the 

Troy Cemetery for 

some time. Wanted 

to share the map, it 

gives a great pro-

spective for locating 

headstones. Their 

work is not com-

plete. Stones are 

online at  

Iowagrave-

stones.org 

 



2012 ACQUISITIONS- 
Surname Books- 

Hubbart 

Rudd 

Leyda 

McReynolds 

Principals Photographs 1962-

2010 

1919 Democrat Indexed 

Merchants Register, Drakes-

ville 

Family History “Remember 

who you are” Huff Descend-

ants 

Ottumwa High School 25th Re-

union Yearbook 1964 

1886 Posey County, Indiana 

History 

1903 Farmer Biographies 

Page 2 DAVIS COUNTY GENEALOGY Volume 30, Issue 1 

8 March 1888  

Troy Topics 

‘died March 1, 1888, at 

his home Northwest of 

Troy, Montezuma Arch-

er.  Mr. Archer was one 

of the early settlers of the 

county, and was about 60 

years old when he died.  

The remains were in-

terred Friday in the town 

cemetery.”  

 

22 March 1888    

Floris Flakes 

“Chickens and hens have 

gone to roost, 

A hawk flew down, and 

bit an old goose, 

Bit a young duck in the 

middle of the back, 

Made an old drake go 

quack, quack, quack.” 

 

3 April 1888   

Troy Topics 

“Spring has surely come 

to remain, 

With birds and flowers, 

wind and rain; 

It’s come with thunder 

and lightnin’, 

Projects-  

Historical Society Bibles 

Farmer Biographies 1903 

Ava Thompson Collection 

1919 Bloomfield Democrat 

Bonnie Mares sent a Marriage 

book she  found at a sale, 

this book has handwritten 

entries ,  transcribing for  the 

iagenweb.org/davis See page 

8 

We have been having a book 

sale, these items are one of a 

kind, and periodicals from 

our collection, that did not fit 

our needs after the move. 

A fundraising sale will be held 

the weekend of the City Wide 

Garage sales, donated items 

are accepted and appreciat-

ed. 

Old School will be having an 

open house in May. Stay 

Tuned for more details. 

 

Find us On 

 

LAST CALL FOR 2013 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 

 SEND $15 TO  PO BOX 94, 

BLOOMFIELD, IOWA 

52537 
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Benjamin S Armstrong & Descendants will be recognized, by the Sons of the Union 

Veterans in their 2014 Celebration. 



Dorothea Rudd has donated her collections, of research and work repre-

senting years of the love and labor of Genealogy. We at DCGS very much 

appreciate being able to host her collection. 

If you are not sure what to do with your genealogy collection, we can 

certainly host it too. We file collections by Surname and shelve in our 

wonderful research library. We can share with other researchers and de-

scendants for years to come. Forty years into this hobby as a society, but 

more so as enthusiasts for future generations to come, DECENDANTS. 

Historical Davis County, is so because of the meat on the bones of our 

ancestors. We will continue to share, collect and protect these priceless 

heirlooms. 

Volunteers take special projects, too. Like the Mrs Thompson estate col-

lection. There were boxes of newspaper scraps, of obituaries, weddings, 

and reunion information. It has came to life, and is now in the index 

phase. Thank you to Terri Miller for her hard work! 

Our very own vice president, Karen Prosapio, keeps the current  year 

obituary collection up to date. 

WHAT SCHOOL AM I? 



     Bonnie Mares sent a 3 ring binder, 250 page Marriage book she  found at a sale, 

this book has handwritten entries , copied by charter members from courthouse rec-

ords in 1984-85. I am currently transcribing for  the iagenweb.org/davis web page: 

marriages. This book covers the very earliest recorded marriages in Davis County, 

up to Book 13, 1936. What a treasure when completed, the work in progress can be 

viewed on the website. 



Bloomfield Democrat January  14, 1919      According to the obituary, Mr Luther Hunt was 

taken to Belknap for Burial. The two (2) closest cem-

eteries are Kingdom and Harbour, I have walked and 

documented both of these, and did not find his 

stone. So I went to the WPA records and found a rec-

ord for  Luthern Hunt in Johns Cemetery, West 

Grove Township, having a birth date of  1832, death 

11 Jan 1919. 

On the 21st of January 1921, the newspaper reports: 

 

ALWAYS USE MORE THAN ONE SOURCE 
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