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National Volunteer Week April 12-19, 2015 

Available NOW! A 

Brief History of Our 

Farmers.. 

1903—1905 Farmer 

Biography Collection 

as printed in the 

Bloomfield Demo-

crat,  Weekly series. 

Fully indexed and 

republished by us.  

110 pages of Infor-

mation not found 

elsewhere in this 

type of Compilation.  

$20.00 
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Library Hours 

Wed, Thurs, Fri 1:00-4:00  Saturdays 10:00-12:00   

Meetings Third Thursday at 7 PM Bloomfield Library  

     2015 Officers 

President . . . . ..  Deanna Pitman  …… rockends@netins.net 

Vice President & Editor  . . . . . .. . Deb Barker  . . . . . .iadavis@netins.net 

Secretary  . . . . .  Vicki Houk  . . . . . vickihouk50@yahoo.com 

Treasurer . . . .. . .  Pat Howk . . . .  . . .  bhowk@netins.net 

P O Box 94 Bloomfield, IA 52537 

January February March April 2015 Volume 32, Issue 1 

Davis County Iowa 

Genealogy 

 You’ll find that I am stepping down 

[voted out] from the Active President 

role, and into the Vice Position. I have 

been the DCGS President for 10 years, 

that’s a Quarter of our Years as a Socie-

ty. 

Several of the officers continue to hold 

positons & along with essential tasks. 

We continue to need our Memberships 

& Volunteers to keep the Society thriv-

ing. 

We still need to maintain our Library & 

Collections. Volunteers are needed dur-

ing open hours to service researchers & 

their requests, whether in person, via 

email or from an old fashioned letter, 

DCGS volunteers should take pride that  

our customer service to local & out of 

town visitors is exceptional 

Volunteers may be asked to do research 

at the Courthouse level. [One of my fa-

vorite types]. I love the Historical feel of 

the documents that you search & find 

while there. 

Several other tasks are This Newsletter, 

The iagenweb.org/davis web site, the 

Volunteer Calendar, the current years 

Obit Book, to name a few. 

Since 2015 has begun we have not had a 

Quorum for monthly meetings. A mem-

ber count of 5 is required for such.  

Your new President will need support so 

that we can continue to Host the Fair 

Exhibits, Fundraisers & Maintaining our 

Society. 

Please find the time to Volunteer. 

Thanks to all for the job you do! 

 

~ Deb Barker, Vice  President & Editor 
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What’s new on the Web 

Find us on Facebook 

 
 

H
ttp
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avis 

Tri-Weekly Ottumwa 

Courier,  

Stories, Facts & Folks 

 

Along with The Couri-

er Junior. 

 

 

DAVIS COUNTY GENEALOGY 

Transcriptions of the Ottumwa Iowa Courier 

MARCH 1910 

TOMMY'S HOME 

Dear Editor: 

I have not written the Junior before, so I will tell you about my home. I am a little boy, nine years 

old and like farm life very much. My papa has a blacksmith shop and I help him about his work 

some. My school is out now and I am sorry of it for I like to go to school so well. My studies are 

arithmetic, geography, reading, spelling and language. We gave a program the last day and all had a 

nice time. My papa takes the Tri-Weekly Courier, and I like to read the stories and letters to the Jun-

iors very much. For pets I have fine goats, the mamma and her four baby goats. I have a harness for 

the mamma goat and can hitch her to my little wagon and driver her well. I also have a little per dog 

I like very much its name is Topsy. 

Tommie Pottorff, Age 9, Route 4, Bloomfield 
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 Drakesville Cemetery Additions to 2004 Compilation 

These Burials have been found recorded in sources, [No Stones] since 2004, not 
all new burials listed.                                                                             ~Deb Barker 

Hopkins, Cynthia Funk    d April 2013 

Bailey, Christine   6/10/1940 to 1/19/2007 
Barber, Alena Maude  9/30/1885 to 3/30/1941 

Brizindine, Infant Premature Oct 21, 1910 Record of Deaths Book 2 

Brown, Alfred      son of Dinah 
Bryant, Martha   7/16/1846 to 6/21/1910  Bloomfield Republican 

Calvert, Rachel Elizabeth beside husband that died 20 years ago, Apr 15, 1911: 

Tri Weekly Courier, Ottumwa, IA. 
DeHaven, Nancy C  53Y   d 3/2/1854 Record of Deaths Book 2 

Goodlander, Lizzie M McConnell 12/25/1862 to 2/16/1946 

Grant, Geo Dale   2M6D  d 3/23/1900 Record of Deaths 
Hardy, Myrtle Rose Dau of GB & MJ Aug 13 1885  7 Months 

Hill, Avon Louise  1/25/1928 to  12/26/1932 

Huffman, J C Wf of     d 11/20/1867  22Y9M24D 
Hule, Willis Omer d 9/30/1911 5M14D Record of Deaths 

Irelan, James Bruce d 11/9/1915 3Y   Son of Chas Irelan 

Irelan, Elizabeth  d 3/11/1917 74Y  Record of Deaths 
Lanman, RR  d 11/3/1900 2M  Record of Deaths [see Rouch] 

Kelley, Augusta P d 2/10/1907 56Y  Record of Deaths Book 

Kirkham, Moses Henry  3/5/1840 to 6/14/1915 CivilWar 1915DC Republican 
Kinsinger, Infant     d 2/10/1938 Child of Wm 

McGalpin, Chloe  d 10/11/1901 7Y  Record of Deaths Book 

Moody, Dan  d 10/15/1915 2Y Davis County Democrat 
Moody, Ellen  11/23/1895 to  5/19/1916  20Y 

Murphy, Lora K Barnes 4/5/1872 to  10/27/1925 
Reno, Venna Henryetta    d Apr 1906  2M5D 

Rankin, Ellen  1/31/1855 to  9/29/1858  [Not Rinkley] 

Rankin, Lana  4/24/1856 to  10/6/1858 
Rhoades, Addie Surrilda 4/30/1912 to  10/2/1919 

Sloan, Zella Margarett   11/21/1903 to 8/3/1924 1924 Bloomfield Messen-

ger 
Smith, Wilma Lorene 5/7/1904 to  1-6-1906 Bloomfield Democrat 

Thompson, Donald d 11/30/1907  2Y Record of Deaths Book 
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New Members Fall 2014-Present 

New Members are always welcome! 

 

Did you know you can pay your membership dues on the WEB? Visit the societies page at http://

iagenweb.org/davis/gene_societ.htm  Plenty of Research items for sale also. Check it Out! 

 

 

 

2015 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Membership: Newsletters, Queries & Email News & Content 

Renewal Membership dues are $15.00 for a Calendar Year 

 

Name ______________________________________ Street Address _____________________________ 

County ________________________  City ______________________ State _________ Zip __________ 

Phone: _____________________________________ Email _____________________________________ 

 

         Receive Newsletter via email  or  Receive Newsletter by Post Office Mail 

Harris, Gene 1550 Dacy Lane Kyle   TX 78640  

Mielke, Norma 15 Mayfair Circle Mankato 
M
N 56001 nmielke@charter.net 

Martin, Sharon PO Box 281 Cookville TN 38503 smartin1@usit.net 

Wright, Newell 9413 N Surry Rd Castlerock CO 80108 nw_wright@yahoo.com 

Veen, Alice J 14998 Odessa PL Bouton IA 50039 ahoytveen@iowatelecom.net 

Lowe, Sylvia 200 Gregory Lane Lot 28 
Bloom-
field IA 52537  

New Address:      

Richardson, Wayne & Christina 501 N 13th ST PO Box 610 
Fort Cal-
houn NE 68023  

Mail to        Davis County Genealogical Society, P O Box 94, Bloomfield, IA 52537 

 

Surnames Researching: 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

mailto:nmielke@charter.net
mailto:smartin1@usit.net
mailto:nw_wright@yahoo.com
mailto:ahoytveen@iowatelecom.net
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Hello:  My great grandfather, Ackley C. Schuyler, who died in 1919, as I understand, was 

buried but with unmarked grave.  His wife, my great grandmother, Laura Middleton 

Schuyler is buried with tombstone in her family cemetery in Brooklyn, NY.  My great 

grandfather had a tragic death......I do not know why he is not buried with his wife/my 

great grandmother (again, she was buried in family cemetery, Brooklyn, NY).  I always 

heard my parents say that great grandfather Ackley C. Schuyler, had an "unmarked 

grave"...they always wanted to put a tombstone on, never got around to do it.  For spiritual 

reasons/family, my husband Stephen and I would very much like to get a tombstone placed 

at his gravesite, once we find out where he is.  I did call the Brooklyn, NY cemetery, and 

they said they had not record of an unmarked grave related to him.  I am going to try them 

again.  His (my great grandfather's) mother, Frances b. (Phipps) Schuyler, as I have re-

searched, is buried in Troy Cemetery, Davis County, Iowa.....I thought possibly he could 

have been buried there... 

Many thanks for your possible help.  Gloria Mary and Stephen Filippo 

 info@laddertorecovery.com  
 
***************************************************************** 
 

I am Kim Gentry Pittard. I am 58 and the grt grt granddaughter of Amanda Siler. Her 

daughter is Talula Ellis Nelson and I loved her dearly. My grt grandmother, Gram, as I 

called her, has no family history. I am trying to find out about her. Just this morning, I 

found out her mother's name and marriage. Do you have any hints on where I could con-

tinue looking? Amanda Siler married my grt grt grandfather, Elam Bentley Ellis in Davis 

Co. on 1-1-1868. Thank you very much. I was born in Kansas but now live in NC. 

kgpittard@gmail.com 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

 

Good morning.  My name is Sharon Irelan.  I am married to Don iRelan and he is looking 

for some information about a log cabin that was owned by Goldie and Zell Irelan in Floris, 

IA.  Later it was owned by Barry, their son.  It was sold and moved in past 30 or so years. 

We are curious as to where it is located at this time.  Do you have a contact person in Flo-

ris that might be able to help?  Thanks for your help.  Sharon Irelan, Creston, IA.  

6413449121  

Sirelan@windstream.net       ~ Answered 

QUERIES 

mailto:info@laddertorecovery.com
mailto:Sirelan@windstream.net
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 The Bloomfield Democrat, Bloomfield IA 
 

 The newspaper ran a series of Bicentennial features that were from 100 years ago that week.  They ran the series 

in 1975-6.  The following is the one for 9 Oct 1875.  Bold surnames added by transcriber. 
 

 

 Last week, we met Mr. W.P. Fox, a geologist working under a commission from the Governor and the 

Centennial Board of the State, who assured us that Davis County contains mineral deposits, in addition to the 

coal known to exist here.  Mineral paint, potter’s clay and salt are the most prominent.  The salt basin in this 

county is of the same general characteristics as those of Syracuse, N.Y. and Saginaw, Mich.  One of our citi-

zens offers to be one of a club of 10, or more, who will give $500 each, to determine whether the salt basin of 

this county can be advantageously worked.  

   

 The Fair begins to-day. 

 

 The school board has purchased two hundred and sixteen new double desks for use in the public 

schools.  

    

 It’s a good and clean hotel that Mrs. Roberts and her two sons are keeping at this place-the Wilson 

House.  We have recently interviewed the quality of the hash they furnish and were satisfied fully. 

 

 If you are a boy, and you are if you know what’s good for you, you’re no boy at all if you haven’t laid 

in a supply of “hickernuts” sufficient to winter you and that black-eyed girl you love and fear so much. 

 

 By the kindness of William J. Hamilton, the efficient secretary of this school district, we are enabled to 

present to our readers the following statistical items in reference to the late school census taken by him:  Total 

children in the district, 722; boys, 340; Since last year thirty-two dewllings  (sic) have been added to the dis-

trict, the number of children has increased seventy-four, additional number of families, nineteen, increase of 

population in the district, one hundred and fifty-five.   

 

 Election next Tuesday.  Come out. 

 

Priests have new six-ton platform scales at their new mill. 

 

Owing to bad weather, the Fair was postponed to-day.  

 

Sam Priest has been in Missouri the past week buying several carloads of wheat for use in the Bloomfield 

Mills.  

 

The Drakesville sun and the Odd Fellows Banner have consolidated.  Wood and King propose conducting an 

evening daily, here. 

  

The Republicans of this county are scared.  The Commonwealth says in all the emphasis of capital letters 

“every vote is needed for the success of the Republican ticket.”  

   

A French scientist says that beer is the least offensive and thirst quenching of drinks.  There are vast numbers 

of people who will have great respect for the opinion of the French scientists. 

 

O. Martin’s American saw filer is a new invention by a citizen of Bloomfield, by which any saw can be filed 

by simply clamping it to a plate and turning the crank of the machine.  It is a model of mechanical skill.  
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 For the Davis County Fair Genealogy competition in the category Genetic Genealogy: finding  from 

DNA testing, I realized that I did not have enough knowledge of the subject to put together a display.  

 

I do possess  the results of having my DNA tested by one of the premier genealogical testing groups but, want-

ed  something more than the printed report. Thus my trip to the local library for some reading material on the 

subject. I asked the librarian for some help in selecting some books. She identified several available in the li-

brary and went to pull them for me. Checked them out  and on my way to DNA knowledge. 

 

 The first book selected was from the junior reader section entitled “ DNA & Genetic Engineering” by 

Robert Snedden. It did not take long to realize that the terms and language were far beyond my ability to pro-

nounce, remember or identify what in the world they were describing. It quickly became not DNA but  Deoxy-

ribonuclecic Acid. The next sentence contained “ Nucleus, Eukaryote Cells and Chromosomes “.  The 

next few pages brought in  “Enzymes, Catalysts, Organism, Gene Expression, RNA ( Ribonucleic Acid ), Mes-

senger RNA, Cytoplasm, Regulatory Proteins,  Polypeptides and Ribosomes.  At this point I realized 

that this book and perhaps this subject were well beyond anything that I could learn and understand.  

  

 This brought me to book  two recommended by the librarian. “The Genetic  Strand—Exploring a fami-

ly History through DNA” by Edward Ball. This is a very easy to read book that traces a South Carolina family 

with their inter-family marriages, children and lifestyles through about 200 years of family members and in-

corporates the science of DNA to help tell their story. One of the most interesting facets of this book to me has 

been one of the habits of this family in the time period 1775 to 1875. This was the collecting and keeping of 

hair samples of family members. Some of these samples were merely identified to the individual and saved in 

an envelope. Other samples were woven into jewelry that was worn by other family members.  ( A long lock 

of hair from a child that died young and was woven into a bracelet worn by a broken-hearted parent.). What 

struck me so much with this habit is that in my archives of family items handed down to me are multiple hair 

lockets fashioned the same way. My personal issue is that my family items are not identified to the person the 

hair was from. As stated in the book—this was a families method of keeping a permanent record of a family 

member before there were photographs. This author who inherits multiple samples of family hair now takes 

some of these to DNA testing lavatories to have them analyzed to prove parenthood  and to understand why so 

many of the children died at very early ages. ( Poisoning in their systems).  This is a great read to understand 

what can be found with the science of DNA without taking you into the depth of the subject that the laborato-

ries understand and use. 

 

 Since I have my direct family line documented back into the 1600s, my goal with DNA testing is to 

identify and confirm family members that split off from one  family as they made their migrations from the 

early settlements in Virginia and North Carolina as some migrated to Illinois and Iowa. To that extent, I have 

joined two family groups ( Mclaren and Patterson ) that are using the same DNA testing laboratory to find po-

tential and probably family members. Our Patterson’s originated in Scotland and were a part of the clan Mclar-

en. Looking forward to seeing where this next chapter takes my family. 

Help From Harold 

Harold Patterson is a current member of DCGS, active in local 

Family research & History.   
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