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. Personal Recollections of 

General William Tecumseh Sherman 
As a. soldier of tl.te Union, General Sherman, by com­

mon consent, stands second only iu a, galaxy of g1·eat 
commande1·s such as no single cycle in the annals of time 
can parallel. 'fhis is tlle ve1·dict. of the most superficial 
reade1· and of the most diligent student of history. 

A reference to the official li st of battles, skirmishes, 
and other contests, from April 15, 18Gl, to the close of the 
war, develops the astouncljng fact i.hn.l for every clay, in­
cluding Sundays, of those fonr yean; there were at Jeas,t 
three oJ' these struggles. If in such a death grapple Gen­
eral Shermain 1•ose to t he highest 1·:=rnk among the victors, 
it cannot but be interesting to tm·n back to the circum­
stances of his parentage and scan tile sunoundings of his 
youth to :find, if we can, t he formaJive influences wliich 
moulded the plastic tendencies ' of hi s nature into, the 
lofty and hrurmonious individnalHy which marked him 
out for eminent leadership . 

Both his f'atltcr and gra.nclfa.ther Ju1<l been learned in 
the law. Ilis father not only ma.ste1·ed tlle intricacies of 
Coke and Littleton, hut made himself familiar with what­
ever ,vas w01·thy of r eading ontsid e of the books o.f the • 
law, :tnicl wa,s t herefoi:e fitted to shine in tlle d,omain of 
gene1·al literature a,s well as i.n the rea,lm of technical jur­
isp111(lence. H was this gifted man "·ho, whf'n his third 
son ,vas bor·n, p1·opoi'wd to bestow upon h.irn the name o.f a 
celeb1•ated ch~p•fla.i n- as if seeing- the child's future mili­
tary crwe0·1·. ,J ud gP Rherman entertnin ed a warm admira­
tion fo1' ihc cP lPbra,le><I Indian chief 'J'ecumseh. This sin­
gula.a.· In<.ljan wnR gif ted woth rai·e l?'nclowmernts, whdch 
gave him gren L 1n·o,minence amongst hii-; frjbal allies, and 
a commandin g jnll11C'n C<' ove1· his fo ll owers of the fo'l.'est. 
Nature had ma.cl<' him a soldier, and li e was a; srta,tesman 
by intuition. Ji'a1·s0pi ng in plan, wary Lo win, s,aga.cious 
to combine,' a,nd inflexibl e to exect1t0, tl1es,e qualities 
made him a fornudable leader and alRo a dangero,us op­
ponent. He was not habitually ruthlrss ore cruel in his 
warfare; on the conti·ary, many acts or n1e>1'cy, of g,ener­
ous chivalric p1·oteclion, are recorckd of h~m tha,t would 
grace the a,nna,ls of the knight errnnl1·y of old. It was 
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tlie name of this renowned Indian that Judge Sherman 
bestowed upon the new-born son. Shortly afteir, at a so­
cial ga;tllering in his, house, J udge Sherman was remon­
strated with, half in play and half in earnest, for perpet­
uating in hris family the sava,ge Indian name. He only 
rcplie-d, but it was with sereiousness, "T~cumseh was a 
g1•eat warrim·," and tlie affair of the name was settled, 
never to be changed, eYen as in the case of General Grant 
by dictum of ·west Point a,nd the War Department. 

A single apt rem.ark will sometimes reveal to, the ex­
perienced and obsel'Vant a clearrr view than will be pro­
duce<.l by long and labored clescr:iption. Such a remark 
General ShermM1 once ma(le to a lady, and the s,tory was 
narrated by her to a party of friends, since the general's 
death. She was, many years ago, visiiting lier intimate 
friends the family of Judge ·wright, .in vVasbingto~1, 
where she frequently met Gcnrrntl She1".lllan a,nd his 
brother, the distinguisltctl Sena,to,i', 'l'hc W1ighis and 
the She1".llla.ns, as she learned, had been next clooi' neigh­
bors in childhood, and in their childhood days borth fami­
lies were large. On one occasion the General, in his an.i­
mated wa,y, was clcsc1i1Jing to ibis young lady how the 
two families of children had been accustomed to con­
stantly play wth each other, there being a private gale­
wa.y giving communication betwc-en tlle two hornses. At 
this poont tbe young lady jokingly remarked that she 
wondered that they lw(l not sometimes g·ot mixed up 
when bed-time came. "Ob," sn:i(l t be Gene1'al, laughingly, 
in his quick, impul siive way, "'Y0 ,vere mixe.d up all the 
time; therre was fr n.ightly swapping of bed-fellows, and 
neithe1• rno,the1· could be nlwa.ys s1we whetheT hc1· boys 
wel'e sleeping nit home or at her neighbor's." 

At another time the Genel'al confided to her the inte>r­
es'Ling fact tha;t he nsed to e>njoy stealing Dominie 
Wright's Sunday stock of kirnlling-wood, lute on Ratur­
da,y evening, on account of the snpposecl emba1·rassmrnt 
that wonlcl result to the:- pious 1i1·0achN on the mono·w­
thus giving away the srcret t lrn;t he lrn.cl been subject to 
some o.f the weaJmesses of the a.veru,ge boy. 

Professo,r Howe wa.s for many ye·u.rs a.n cducato,1· of con­
siderable local reputation in an Iowa town. During and 
subsequent to the war he was in the habit of telling on 
all :fitting occasions, with great pride, of his having been 
in form.e1· yea.J's the instructor of the Sherrnan chi ldren, in 
Lancaste:r, Ohio. They were, according to his story, very 
promisb1g a.ncl very interesting pupDs, on the who,le, but 
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very o,bsti•epe1,ous on some occastions, before he finally 
succeeded in getting them unde1· eo,ntrol. 'l'o, ge1J to this 
co,nti-ol h (' .found it necessaJ.':Y to give the brothers a sound 
thrashing. 'l'hey resisted; the bn ttle was fierce aind pro'­
tra<:Le-d, but the pedagogue cail.n c out the co,nquerorJ:, 
though himself in a sall Jy dilapilla,ted condiition. 

Afte1· Bher:ma,n became Gene1·aL of t he A.1-my, a gen1Ue­
man, who had heard of this sto1·y, haippened to be, trav­
elling with General She1·man up the Hudso•ru river to 
,vest Point. During a convei-saUon, with the GeneraJ it 
-0curred to b.tim to, ask the questii.o,u: "General, cl.rid you 
ever attend the ~chool of a c-ettn,in Professo;r Ho,we?" 
"Sam Howe?" v,,a.s the res,pons<.>, "vVhy) yes; he· us100 to 
lick John ancl me like hell." 'l'lli s wiais regail.•cl,ecl as con­
firmation of the truth of the a,foe0sn,icl. storv. Whem J:'ro­
fess01· Howe cliecl at an advancerl nge, a few years a,go, 
one of his children maiiled a copy o.f his obitum.'y to Gen­
eral She1.•ma,n, whi.ch elicited this c·h:w,tcteiistic respom;e: 

HEADQUAH'l1EBS U. R. 1\R?lfY. 
·washingion, n. U., Apl".il 26, 1877. 

,v a11.'l·ingto,JJJ Howe, Es.q. : 
DeaJ.' li'riencl: I have 1,eceived yo,ur letter wiLl, Lite 

newspaiper slip containing the full a1nd just tl'libu Lo to 
your father, the late Samuel L. lfowe. I regret extremely 
that in my per•ambu laitions o,ver this g11eat count1•y of htte 
years I never had tht=> chance to meet yom· father, which 
I ,vanted to do. Ancl no,w, t ho,ugh forty long, ev,enrtful 
yeaTS have pa1s,sed since I left his schoo,l at La111caste·r, 
Ohio, I Calli 1,ecall his personal appeaa.·ance to 1nind rus 
dem·ly as tho•up;h jt we1·e yeste1·claiy. I have aJways bo,rne 
willing tl"stlimony ( o, his skill and rn er'ibs as a teacher, and 

. a.m sure t ha,t thl" tltoroug;h mocle-s of iustrncti-on in airith-
metic ::~n<l g1·n,mrnm· prn·i:.ued by him p1·epared me foo.• e-asy 
admis,sio,n 'Lo Wet-rt Point, ancl fo1· a 1,c,spectaible, standing 
in my class. I lt av<' hen.rd from time t'O• time of the 
cnaing-es t ha,t a.LGc•ndrcl ltis useful car0101·, and am glad to 
lea1·n that he lc-fL lwlt ind t he flourishing academy at Mt. 
Plea~Mtt, Iowa,, w itlt <·hilcb·en qualifLed to take up lti:,; • 
work ,vhere he left it off, and car:ry it to completion. 

I beg you will convey Lo your mother the assuranc·<' of 
my great respect ancl. F1.ympa;th:v in her affliction. T 1·e<·n,ll 
:her als-o to memory, a yo,nng mother, living in th<" ti,o,11 se 
of "Pa.p" Bo,yl,e, close· hy the scho·o,l house built, by Mr. 
TTowe in th!e old m·charll, and it is hard for me to 1•<•:dize 
that she is 110,w a wic1'ow and n. grandmother. I fN•·l Rure, 
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however, that .Mr. Howe ltas left behind him hunoreds 
awl thousa,nds that reve1·e I.tis m€mo1·y, and vvill perpetu­
ate it by deeds and virtues w llich his example and precept 
sugge·sted. Truly your f1ien<l, 

W. T. Sherman. 
I ha.ve thus ·dwelt upon the youth and pai·entage of 

Geue1·al Sherman, beea,use, in a,ddition to the interest 
whiclt ua,turally atta,cbes to that pm·t o,f a great man'::; 
life, but little attention has been hithei-to given to it, even, 
in hls own incompa,rable memofrs. 

The firs,t time J came into persona.J conta,et with Gen­
eral Sherman was in 8e,ptember, 1863. I was lying vety 
ill at Corinth; and was Commander of that District. Gen­
eral G1·ant had Oi1:cle1·ed Bhenua.u west from Memphis, to 
rebuild the 1·0,ad tlu-ough to, Decatur, with a view of aid­
ing Rosecrans in hi8 <.:ampaigu against Bragg, or at any 
1-ate to make a demonsti·ation upon Bragg's communica­
tions. General Shel'ma.n b1•ought with him an open let­
ter from General Grnnt to me. Lie ca.m e in and sat down 
by my bedside and read the letter, ,vhich was, ve1·y com­
plimentary 'Lo me and my <.:omma:ud. 'l'he substaJ:1Jce of 
the letter ·wa1s tha,t when General She1·man reached my 
eommand I was to take from it wha:teveJ' ti-oops coiUld be 
spai·ed, and Rccompany ltim h1 his. 1110,vement to the East. 
Afte1· ~J1enna.u 1·ead the letter from Ch·ant, he said: 
"No"·, ai·t.,, you well enough to do what G0ne1-al Gra,nt sug­
gests ·?" 1 said, "Yes." He said, "AU l'ight, 1 will give 
you plenty of time., a,n<l you can bring up the rear, and r 
will fssne the-orders." 

She-l'lnan was then Commander of the Ji'ifteenth Army 
C'orps, that wa,::- cros,8'ing t l1 e counti·y from ~fomp,ltis to 
Decatm·. Soon aJte1· l,i :;:; vi ::-it to rne 1 recehrecl th e fo llow­
ing· letter from him, which will sho•w you his metho:d of 
h 1~ating a snbordh1a.te who vrns to command o,n,e of his 
units: 

HEAD QHR. 15TH AR::'11Y CORPS. 
Oct. 22cl, 1863. 

Gen. G. l\f. Dodge·, Corinth. 
Dea.i· Genei·a l: I thank you for t he bndget o:f news1 

which is most sei."vice,able a.s we can approximnte- thc­
trnth. O:f co,urs(' he-re 1 am ba,lked by BeaJ.' Ore•ek, which 
is a. worse ,pla,ce than wa.s represented to me. 

I ha.ve my three leading divisions across Bear Oref>-k, 
and all hands are bnsy at the· bridge and trestles. vVe 
have lost 8 killed and a bont 35 wounded, in all. 
.Among the cleacl is Col. 'rorence, 30th Iowa. I think it is 

~ 



6 PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS OF 

well established that Lee, who, came from Jackson, Clin­
ton and Canton with about 4,000 good ea,val1-y, is to my 
front with Rody's brigade; and I think alsothat\Vheel,er's 
cavalry has been driven out of Tennessee, and it is now 
resting between here a.nd Decatur. 

If all of this cayalry turns on me, I will have a nice 
time, but can't help it. And if Poder gets me up s.ome 
bo,ats to Eastport I will checkmate them. The T'ennessee 
is in ve1-y fair boa.ting order for four foet, and I expect 
daily a bo,at up from Caiiro, also· a fe.r1-y bo,at. I have had 
the river examined well, and am moi·e than satisfied we 
cannot ford, even on the shoals. 

Of course I don't believe the report you sent of the cap­
ture of Banks a1nd 15 regiments. Dick Taylor was some­
where west of the river, between Alexander and Shreve­
port. That is ground familim.· to me; and I kno,w Dick 
':Paylor cannort g,et to the ea,st side of the Mississippti. with 
anything like an army. AfteT the capture of Vicks1burg 
we relaxed our efforts and subsided. The secesh, on the 
contrai-y, increasied theirs amazingly. The rascals <.lispla1y 
an energy worthy a bertt,er cause, bad as it is, bnt wJ1en 
they come to the finish they don't fight equal to, their 
numbers. Chalmers' dispatch is a, s,ample. He earpLurc>d 
the camp of the 7th Ills., off on Ha:tch's1 expeditio,n, and 
nothing else of moment. But he may again arttempt th 
ro1ad, yet Hurlbut has plenty to checkmate him jf he 
don't attempt to follow, but anticipates and inte1:po,se-s 
the R. R. and 'l'allahatchee. 

I propose to finish the bridge a,nd mo;,;re on Tus·cumbia, 
but in the eud may actually cross to, Eas,tport. My orders 
are fully comprehended in their drawing from Rosecrans 
the cavalry that ha,ve heretofore bothered him. 

I had a regiment ait Ea1stpo,rt. A party cross,ed over 
who saw n,o one, but hear the rive1· was partrolled so· as to 
report all movements. I will fortify this, place· somewhat, 
so that if the enemy's cavalry attemp,t to operate a:gainst 
it they will catch more than they baJ.·ga.in for. Oorinth is 
to.o foirmida,ble a place for them to, dre•am of an attack, 
but you should keep a couple of regiments disposable to 
ta1ke the off.ensive. 

Iain ob1iged to you for all information, and will impart 
all positive information to you. Keep me ·well advis0d 
from day to day o.f Fuller's approach. I have one brigad e 
at Burnsville, two here, and three divisions front of Bear 
Creek. Yours, 

W. T. Sh:ern1an, Maj. 00nl. 
... 
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It was about October 24, 1863, that Sherman was given 
command of the Army o.f the 'l'enne-s-see, and it was the 
next day I 1•ecei ved this orrder: 

HEADQUARTERS DEP'l~. OF THE 'fENNESS.EE. 
Oct. 25, 1863. 

General Dodge, Corinth. 
I wish you to prepare to make up the best possible divi­

sion of troops to, be taken foom those now in youro,wndivi­
sion and such others ais on railroad guard duty,no,tbelon,g­
ing to any of t he O'l'ganized brigades of Hurlbut's co'l·ps. 
You to command it and to accompany the movement up 
the valley of the.. 'fennessee. Our object is to· secure abso­
lute footing up the valley of the· Tennes,se,e and the river, 
giving us a certain supply to, Eastpo,rt no,w, and Florence 
very soon. We can, risk the rati.11•oa.d, o:r use it a,si long as 
we can. Is yorur heailth equal _tJo, it? Come up and see me 
on the subject. Yours, 

W. T. Sherman, Maj. Genl. 
I go,t' on a locomo.tlve, faking a doctor with me, and 

visited Sherman. On the 27th . of October, Sherman 
received Grant's dispatch to drop all railway r~pairs east 
of Iuka and mo1ve as rapti.dly a,s possti.ble to Chattanooga. 
'fhe plans were then formed for crossti.ng the Tennes,see, 
and I was a,ble from my lmo•wledge, of the country to aid 
h_im in putting bis azrmy acro.ss. 

You all lmo,w the his.tory o.f that ra,pJ.d march to Chat­
tanooga.. I do not propo,se to go into1 it in detail. I drc.:w 
from my commands troo,ps for two divisions, and Sher­
mau organized them immediately into a co,rps command. 
As we maJ.•ched along he was in the haihit of writiDJg back 
personal letters to ea.ch of us who commanded a unlit, and 
telling us wh€Te he thought we would find the best means 
of feeding our c,omrnands, because we were living off the 
country, only transpo1·ting sugar, co.fl'ee and bacon. 

When he got into Elk River· county with the Fifteenth 
Army Co,rps., he vYrote me back a note saying, "T'he: Fif­
teenth Army Oo,rp,s, has cleaned up ev,erything a1si they 
went along; you had better mot follow them; I do n-0,t 
think you will :find a chicken in theti.r traiil, and my advice 
is to push further north, &ay towards Pulaski or Colum­
bia, and let me kno,w· wlrnt route you take." I changed 
the direction o.f my column towards Columbia a.s he had 
1,ugg:ested and repo,rted my mo,vements. 

While on this march I received the following letter: 

( \ 
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HEAD QRS. AR)iY Oli' THE 'L'ENNJD~~~E. 
Bri.dg·eport, Nov. 18L11, 18G3. 

De,u· Genei-aJ: Your letter enclosing <:opy of :your 
orde1· is received. I hearti ly approve· your m0cle1··, an'-l 
t h.i.uk it 1-igbt to make citizens em:n go-o-d treatnH•nL. '1'.I.H:'Y 
<:ain SL1.ppre,s,s gueri-i.ll a1s--l know it, a.nd o,n my t l11·eat at 
Ji'lo,11e·n<:e they brought in a man <:apturcd by guer.i.llas at. 
Gravelly Sptings. Keep youi· infantry so tha.t you can 
concentrate, and let your <:ava lry watch well down 'bo the 
mouth of the E lk on both sides. Don't let the enemy <haw 
any suppli,es from no-i-th of the 'rennessee. 

I b.ave been up to Oba,ttanooga. 'L"'lie:il- p-0,01· mules and 
ho1·ses tell tlw taJe of horrid 1-0,aicl s and no foc1:age-. I ha t-e 
to put ours up in that rnonntn.i.n go~:gP·. 'fhe two divisions 
have gorne forward and two more follow tomorro-w. I p;o 
to Chattano,o,ga. tomorro.-w, a,rnd tbjnk many cla;ys crunnot 
ela:pse before w,e, bring o:n a fight. It is intended t o aet: 
quick a.s Lo,ngstreet has gon,e up to Bas,t 'fennesse€·. 

General Gnt,nt says that e-v€'1:ytliin g· has been <10111<' l() 
push the vrnrk on the Na1shvill e and Decatur 1.·oad, on t 
·wo1·k on tl1e ra1ilro,acl moves Stlow. \Yrite, rn e fully nn<l 
frequen-Uy, mid sc11cl me all t he stali.s,tica l in.forrnaLion 
tha.t I ma(y s-bow it a:way for the futm· e. Your r:;k(->tcll o f' 
your 1.·oute sho.-,vs Pulnski a. good pl a.cC'· from which t 1> 

operate. I ,vill try and get Rome m'Ol'E'' caval1·y fro,m i Ii (• 

north." 
I was g1·e·a.Lly clisappo<i.nte(l on re<:eiving this. lettC'·1·, nrnl 

a lette·1· ,vhieh he enclo-sed me from General Grant, tel Ii 11µ: 
nw to re-build tl1e· 1·o{l<lR in OC'ntral 'L'enne-ssee. 1 a:nswe1·(1 <l 
Gt->ne·1·al She1·rn::i1n f1 ·om Pu]::i,ski oin the 2:3cl. 'l'hC' :fir81 !'Wn­
te-nce of my l<•ller le i him kno,w how (1isa,ppo1inte<l I wm,; 
it was as follo,ws: "I am in 1·eceipt of yom· letter o,f Nov. 
18th ,v1".i.tten at Bridgeport, ::iml if a fight comes o,ff at 
Chatta.nooga and ·w0 arr- not in it, wr- will be sadly clis,111-
pointe-cl, but inkC' it for g·1·a.nted it is fo,1• the- be-st." 
• Afte1· th~ bn.111 0 of Cha.ttanooga, I l'C'Ceived the· follow­
ing· me·ssag0 : "VV0 ar<• all right. \\Tr cl0fe•ated Bragµ: on 
Missionary Hidg;c' nn<l om· fro:o,ps m·e- 1rn1·sning. I stm·I al 
once for t lw lw:-ul of 111:v colnrnn. KN'1) y-our troo,ps, \\"C'·ll 
in l1 ancl, and I hope- Noon to come to yo-n, and we will i.l1 c-11 
rn::ik<-" all rigl1t s10,11th and west of Dccntnr." 

A Her the, Chn.ta,no,o-~:a campa,iQ·n Slw·rman mm·d1r'fl Io 
Knoxvill<-". As s,oon HF. l,ongs:t1·eet knew 110 was en 1•011 Ir, 
he- left. Shf>rma,n b1•011gl1t b::irk t he· A1·mv of tlw T01111r•fi­
sre- aucl sca.tteTed it from. Col11111bfa. ::i lonff t hr- linr, of lh r> 
Nai:;hville- a.ncl De·ratm' road, ::ind from Athens to Til'i <lgr -
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port along tlle line of the i.\Iernpllis a.nd Uharleston road, 
with dil•e<:tions to fit up our command ready for a s.j:H-ing· 
tampaign; rem·ount our <:avali-y, replenish our temn·s; in 
fad gave us <:aJ.-te blan<:he to· do eve1-ything nece-ss~IJl'Y to 
put our comman<.ls in go,ocl condition for the- tamp,aign 
Grant had in vie·w. 

\Vh.i.le we were lying tl1ei·e carrying out these ori:dei-s 
and I was 1·ebu.i.lcling the railwads, Sheiman took McPher­
son and, with a. po•1'tio,n .o.f t hei1.· staff', went to Vi<:ksbmg 
and with the t1·oops there wa1cle the- c-a,mpaign to l\{erid ­
ian, December 12, 18li3, lea.ving Loga.n and myself in the 
Department o,f the Cumbei·land, without a commander, to 
take eal'e o.f ourselves, and t.:o do, the best we could; and it 
was wllile we- were lying there, during that. winter,-that 
diffe-rences occurred between Logan and ~Ph1omas, which 
p1·evented the appo,intment of Lo-gan to the- commaTucl of 
the Army o.f t he- 'f ennessee upon the death of McPhers,on. 
It a.11 arose from s,irnple annoyances; Logan being of run 
authoritative disposition, and ba.ving been ·with ai little 
m·my t l1 at he-ld its ,va:y and wa,s omni.po·tJe-nt where it 
stood, could not understand why he co,uh1 not send one 
of his o-wn.so,1<1.i.C'l'S 01· officers o·ver the r-a.ili•oacls in ::in­
other General'::; tlepartment ,vith his, own pass1, without 
applying to Gene'l·al 'l'homas' staff forr tra.nspo1rtation. 
~l"his b1·oug-ht -on ::i, co11fli.ct between Thomas and Logan, at 
first no· bigg·e1· t han yo1w lrn.ncl, but :finally growing into a 
matter D.f c·onsidera.ble moment. \Vhen G-en-erals Sher­
man and: Mcrhe1·son returned from their l\1er:iclian Yaicl, 
l\[ai•ch 17, 18G4, Sherman ,vas appealed to, bybo-thof these 
office1·s, a,Hd, clesi.ri.ng peace, used all his ing-enuity to 
soften rnatte1·s and satisfy Logan a.nd 'rhomas; but 
neithel' 1·eally f'01 ·gave th e otlH:~1: for the cl ifl'e-r e·uces t hat 
t l1 en occ:m-recl. 

1Iy troops having been clii:;tribute-cl from Cohunbia to 
Deratm· 1•f>b nil<ling tl1::i.t ro-a.cl, living o.ff' the count1·y, no 
donbt committed depred atio,ns, and WC'l'e- often 1.'epo,rtecl 
to '1'110,ma,s a,S a lot o.f J011ffi-ans, and a. gr•en;t many questions 
arose be-twee-nth <" command,ers in hi.s cl epartme-nt. I was 
busy l'P·bnilcling th e r::iih•o,a.<l and did not give the-m attC'n­
ti.on. 'l'l1 e-s,e, complaints re·aehrd Genentl 'J.'homas,, ·who 
fonvanleid t lie-m. to G1·a11t, anfl Ge•n,e-rn l Grant p11L a, char­
aC'te-risi"ic end·o~•s.e-men.t upon the eomplah1ts, v.rll .i.c-h we1"e 
V<:c' ry sr·vere, uphold,ing- ri1y troops a.s t h f"}' lrn.d he1en for 
thrE"e· month s living- off tlw country, as we ha,d neiitl1er 1·ail 
or wate1· commnniC'ation. 
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It was w hi.le lying he1·e that Grant was o,rdei·ed to 
Washingt,on, and in March, 1864:, on Sherma.n's return 
from the• Me1idian campaign, the Corps Commanders, 
with Gcme1·al Rawlins alll.d one OIJ.' bvo o,the-rs, am.01D.g them 
Gell'ei·al Sheridan, wei·e 01·dered to, Nashville, where we 
met GeD1e1·als Grant a(Il.cl Sherman. ShermJa:n'S1 first sug­
gestion was tha,t w,e should go to· the theate1·. , ,v.e were 
all dressed in our rough, carnpaignilllg clothes, in fact we 
had nothing els1e with us, as we had 110,t been aible to get 
any supplies since we left the Mississippi. That night we 
went to the the,afor, paiid our way in, and o-btained scats 
in the front ro,w in the bakony. The play o,f "llamlet" 
was upon the booo•ds. You all lmo·w vvhat ~L fine Shake·­
spearean critic Sherman was. 'l'he play was simply being 
butche1•c<l-to th0- great amusement o,f a theater fuJl of 
~oldiers, who w,m•e either coming f1•om leave ot absence or 
going upon one. No one in the audience seemed to recog­
nize us,, and we sat there quite a while. Shel'man, who 
W3Js sitting next to, me, talked so loudly about the plruy 
that eve·rybody could hear him. lie sa.id: "Dodge, that is 
no way to play Ilamlert!" allicl. he went orn soexci.tcidly that 
I said to him two or thre•e tmes "General, don't talk so 
loud, some of uhe boys will dj scove:e us,, ancl the1·e will be 
a scene." But he was so indignant at th,e butchery of the 
plaiy that he could not keep still. Dudng the gravecclig­
gers' scene, where Hamlet picks, up the skull of Ymick 
and soJiloq_uizes upon it, a soldier in the back part of tl,e 
audience rose up and halloed out at the top o,f' his voice, 
"Say, pa1·d, wha,t is it, Yank o,r Reb?" Of course, tllc 
who,le house came cl.own, and Grant said: "We had bette1· 
get O1:1-t of he1•e." vVe left, and no one knew tha,t thr 
two gre•at soldiers o,f the-age had been Lb e,i·e listening. 

Within ru clav or two we WC'.l.·e sent back to our com­
mands. Grant" was desiisous of taking some o,f the• officets, 
who had served with him in the w,est, to the eruste1·n aJ.-iny. 
Sherman protcs:bccl, desiring to have his a,rmy left intact, 
but Sheridan was finally selected and taken, aga~nst his 
protest, all the r est being left. Sherrna,J1J went with Grant 
as far east as Cl.ncinna.ti. During the reuni.on 011' the Arm.y 
of the 'l'ennesse,e at Cincinnati, in 1889, nt the ba,nquet in 
the Burnett House, Sherman point,ecl. out to me the room 
where Grant a,nd he sat clown with thefr maps and came 
to their a;greernent a,s to the g-enerra,l movement t ha,t wa~~ 
to be made in Grant's campaign in May, 1864, which ·was 
to close the war·. The a.gTeement, as Sherman stated it 
to me,, ,vas for ea.th to take, care of the enemy in his part 
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of the country, and Grant was to move all of the armies 
a;t once. Both agTeed that they would each ho,ld the 
enemy in their front; tha,t although the riebels h:acl the in­
ter:i.01· lines it w,ould be the duty of each to p1.·event the 
movement of any of the ell'emy's forces from the froint q,f 
one to the other; and we all kno,w how wen they ruccom­
plished their purpose. 

Grant ~aid, to Sherman, "If Lee s•eDJds any of his troqps 
to your front, I will send you as many men as he sein:ds 
Johnston," and during the campaign Sherman often said 
"vVe must press Johnston so that under no circumstances 
ca.n they detach a corps 01.· any part o.f their commamd to 
reinforce Lee." 

After the battle of Chattaniooga the governrn,ent had 
been issuing and selling rations to the citizens otf Ten­
nessee. Whelli Genera11 Sherman p1'epared forr his Atlanta 
campaign: he kne-v that its success depended upon his 
ability to feed his men ·aind animals, and he, therefore, 
issued Orel.er No. 8, stopping this issue to citizens,. In a 
few da,ys he received t his dispatch from President Lin-
co,ln, daked May 4, 1864: ' 

"I have an imploring appeal from the citizens,, wh'O say 
y,our Order No. 8 will compel them to go north to Nash­
ville. This is in no sens·e an order, nor is it even a request 
that you will do anything which in the least shall be a 
drawback upon your militacy operatiions, but anything 
you ca.n do consistently with the a.ppeals of these suffei•­
ing· peop,le I should be glad of." 

On May 5th General Sherman sent an answer charac­
teristic of the man and Gene'.l.'::tl: 
A. Lincoln, PreS!ident. 

,ve have worked hm'cl with the best talent of the co,un­
try, and it is demonstrat,ed tha,t the raiilr:oad cannot sup­
ply the army ail!d the p.el()ple too; one of them must quit, 
and t .he army d1oe·s not intend to unless Joe Johnston 
makes us. The issues to citizens have been enoo:·mous, and 
the same weight of corn and oats would lrnve saved thou­
sands o.f mules who,se caJ.•cas.ses now co,i·duroy the ro1ads, 
and which we need so much in war. I will not change m:v 
oi•cler, and I b0g of yon to be satisfied that the clamo,r is 
partly humbug and for effect. I adv.ise you to ten the 
bearers of the appeal tio· hurry to. Kentucky and make up 
a column of cattle amcl. wagons and go over the mountains 
on foo,t by Cumberland Gap and Somerset to, relieve, their 
suffeiing friends, as they used to, before the railroad was 
built. Tell them they have no time to lose. We can re-
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lieve a~l actuaJ suffering by ea.ch <.:ompany and regiment 
. giving their sayings. Every mau who is willing to :figbt 
and WOfl:k gels a, full ration, and aJ.l wbo will not fi.ght 
and work we offer them free passage in the caa:SJ." 

In April, 18G4, lbe :first intima.tions were sent, confiden­
tially, to Lhe <.:o,rps cornmancl.e1·s f01.· the <;o-ncentra.tion of 
our forces aml tltc- m o,vement of our troops. Dui-ing my 
command in ~1icld-l,e 'l'enncss-ee I had raisecl several 1,eg·i­
ments of coilo,eecl troo·ps, with Gc-nei·a l Shetwan's 
approval, ail.Lll'ough he wa.s criti.cise-d very severely for tak­
ing no, colm·cd t1·oops with him. Ilis a,nswe1' to, me on 
that criticism was: "I propose to leave the colored troops 
to occupy our li11ei:; of coimmunicalion wheretheycan,have 
the protectioni of entrenchments, and a chance to, drill; 
and I do not p1•opose in this· campaign, that the rebels 
shall say tllmt it was necessary fo.r me to ·whip them, to 
take pai-t oif their niggers to do it." 

So, in Apl'il, w.h en he s,ent his onlen,, l wrote bim t hat 
I pro,po,sed to, Lnke every wliite so-ldi e1· on my· Ji.ne with 
me, and h e, without answering my leller, sent me an 
order to go forw,u·cl with my fo,i-ces, bn L Lo leave one while 
brigade (naming ils cornmande1') a;t Decat ur; and in pur­
i:;uance to t iH'8<' <.:omma.nds I commenced marching 
towards Cha.LL.rnooga. vYben I was about half way there 
I r eccivC'<l a nol e from General McPher son t elling me to 
put my fo1·ccs upon the cars antl. wiLh my ammunition 
1·each Ohatln.nooµ;a befo1·e tlw 5tJ.1 o.f Mn,,y, leaving my 
trains to fo1ll o1w b,v wag-on road. \Ve anivcd the1,e on the 
morning of f il e 5th wiLhont tents or ra.tious, and I imm e­
diately r c-pri,frecl to G<meral Sherma,n's. headquarters, 
where Tvc J'on nd om· l.ll'my co-rnmanrler, General McPhet·­
son, waiting- fo1· ns-. L rrmembe·r thaL nt t he bueakfast 
table at th e l10it el r was greatly sm-p1·i8r d to :find the 
knives ::incl fo~·ks C' ll.tin ecl Lo the ta.bk, a.ncl concluded that 
the reputation of S lwnna.n's bumm01·s had preceded us. 

Rhrrman had <.' ,ridC'n [ l,vha,fl a,consu l tati o,11 with the army 
commanders befo1,e J anived, because Il e said to McPhe1·­
sou : "I tliink I had helter read Dodg-c these' dispatches," 
and th0n he sat cl o,wn .:1ml 1·ea.cl. t ho•SC' tclebra.ted dis­
patches tba,t passed lw{ween Grant and ltirn self from M:Hy 
1st to 5tl1, which you ha,ve all Reen p11bli sh ed. \¥hen hr 
h::td finished he saicl "Now, D0tlg-e, yo n i+ce ,vb.at you have 
to do. \iVhc1·e m·e yo-n1· troops ?'' l said: "'!'hey are 1m­

loa•iling:." ITe sa.itl to :,(("Ph e-1·Ron: '.'l il1ink you ha.cl bM­
i er send Doclge t.,> t,1 .k<• ~hip's Gnp ton ig-l1 L'' McPherson 
:;aid: "v\' hy Ge·1wrnl , t lin t is 1"1 1il-ty rnile8 a.wny." Sher-
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man said: "No matter, let ]Jim try it." I asked for a 
guide, and McPherson said if' Lhey could find one they 
would send him to me. Sherman gave me a map with the 
ro:1.<.I. and gap, known as Ship's Gap, in the :firs t 1'ange of 
mountalins, maJ.'kecl, tbat I was to capture, and that n!i.ght 
about midnight General Sprague, commanding a bdgadc 
of Veat ch's divisri.on of the 16Lh :u·my co1·ps, reached the 
summit o.f th e gap, an,l ma1de the :first opening through 
t ha t r ange of mount ains. This enabl ed us to pass through 
Snake C1·eek Gap before t he enemy discovered the move­
ment Lo t heir real'. To my own snq:ni.se and to t he sur­
prise of eve1-ybody cl~e, we pnsl1 e<l t htou g-h t hat long nar­
row gor g-e before midni ght of t he· 8U1 1 one day ahead of 
(lte Llme fixed, wher e one regim ent of cavall·y prop<:rly 
post ed could have helcl ns and forced a battle. Johns ton's 
LJ·oops clicl not a.tta.ck 1rn until t h<" moming of t he 9Lh, so 
t hat the :fil'st pl ans of Sherman, a$ JH" has said to me, were 
so sn.cccssfnl and s.o s,at i.s f'a ct o1·y that he thought tli e 
A1·my of tlw· 'l'enness,e,e should have pl anted itself ac1•0Fis 
t he 1·n·ih·oacl near Resaca in t he r em· of J ohnston, wbic-b 
wonl<l ha Ye- for ce-cl him t o, abarnl on his tl·ains ancl fi. p;ht us, 
or make a, long detom· to t he, <•as t. 'l'hat question lrns 
been fought over in t he pa,per s, a.Jl(l by t he cl iff<:1·ent 
offi<·('n ,, bi1 L Blwrman, up to th e• tiuw of his dea lh, aJways 
fe lt and claim C'd i hat if the fif'Lc1cn thom,and men we" had 
with 11 8 lrn,l bf'eu plantc•d nncl int11r neh0el squm·e·ly in 
f1-on t of R('saca it would have b1·oken np ,Johnston's ar my. 

I wn s l,oo young an o.fflcC'r Lhc-n ·to, discuss these matter s, 
but ·simply obeyed my 01·dNR, n,wl [ do not propose a,t this 
da y io <·1-itki~1e i"l1 e ac-tiom, of Oene1·al McPhet·son, o,r to 
pmwi judgment upon t he opini on of Bhel'man, because it 
c-an <l o no good . Th er e is no qu PR tion tl1 a,t th€'r E' waH never 
n b1·a ve•r 01· m 01•e l oYed a n<l . tnr s t ('(l General in our HJ'm_v 
than l\[cPlw1·son, a.ncl if hr mn~l c, a, mi stakt>, tltere is no 
pe1·son ih or out of th e ao·my tlrn t <l of's not know that hr 
rnncl<' H in th e ini"er eR-t of wh at he consid ered t o br· hi s 
clnt_v ; mul I claim i"hat no one can no,v criticise him for it, 
fm· Bh e1'mn11 a ft.er it ,vas a.ll ov01', never dicl. Om· 1·~q1i d 
movernr'll't Rm1wisecl John s ton, a.ncl accomplislH"(l th r 
pl'i.n ci11a.l o.b,i r-ct of the mo,verncnt t;o hi R 1·ear, fo,1•cing ldm 
out o.f lii s1 ·imp1'e,p:nable· positio1t a.L na.l ton, and 1ll"iving 
him Routh of thf'. Ostannul a l'ive-1·. 

Dtnin[!,' th r· march fr01;1 Chat ta.rnooga to Atl::i.nta ,vc 
were ve1-y short of all kinds of pro•visi.ous, cannecl fruit s. 
vegetables, etc. ,ve li ved off b1'e::t.cl, beans and bacon . I 
hnrl bf'•e-n snffer:in~; cluJ-ing tllr whole of the campnip;n , 



14 PEHSONAL RECOLLECTIONS OF 

was run do,wn ai good deal physically, and I thought if I 
could get a change o;f food it would help keep, me up. I 
went over to General Sherman's headquarters and a,sked 
him to allow me to send by Lieutenant Bailey (who had 
been detailed from my command in chaJ?ge of the mails 
running from Nashville to the fronts), to bring me do,wn 
some dri.'ed fruits and vegetables. I to.id Sherman thart I 
was running do,wn; tha,t I had a very bad wound in the 
side, and it seemed impossible to ke·ep, it from sapping 
a way my strength. Sherman looked at me and said: 
"Dodge, all you ·want is some good whiskey," and to1ok me 
to his tent. Goiod or bad whiskey just then ·was .entirely 
different to me from ·what it is now, but, o;f comse, I sub­
mitted. I urged my necessities upon the General, but he 
'said it wa;s impossible to allo·w me to bring rorwrurd any­
thing; that if he did it for one he would hav,e to do it fo.r 
others; and I went awa,y a good clcaJ clisappoint€d, which 
Sherman saw. 'l'here was no way to get anything with­
out his permission. It was not mo,re than a day or s:o 
after that that Cofonel Dayton, bis Adjutant, happened to 
be at my h'eaidquarters, and asked one of the staff o,fficers 
if I l'l'rud sent to Nashville for anything. 'l'he staff officer 
informed him that I bad applied and could not get permis­
sion, and that under the circumstances I ·woru.ld not send. 
Dayton to.id the staff officer if they could get it through 
by Bailey to do so, that General Slterma,n, he knew, would 
not object, but, says he, "You don't want to sa.y anything 
to Dodge," and the :first thlng I knew there came to, my 
headquarters ru box of supplies. It was a long time after­
wards before I knew how they had been brought there. It 
is the only case in my experience whe1·c Sherman relaxed 
one of his orders. 

The histo,ry of the Atlanta campaign has been written; 
nothing I can say about it can add to o~~ take from it. It 
is the unwritten instances that I propose to talk abo,ut. I 
had a corps command all the wny from Coi-inth, Miss., to 
Marietta, Ga., with only the rank o,f a Brigadier Ge:net'al. 
Probably there was never a greater effort ma,d,e by Grant 
and Sherman to give rn e a rank suitable to, my command, 
and avoli.d unple-asaut complications, and as we mairched 
clown to Kenesaiw, I was in command o:f: that portion in 
the :field 0f the 16th aJ·my corps o.f t he Army of the Ten­
nessee, with offic,ers of much highe'.r rank holding lesser 
commands. rrhis brought upon me many remades that 
my staff would heair a.ncl re1)eat to, me, and was. anno·ying 
a.nd made me. uncomfortable. I sn,t do,wn and wrote to 
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General Sherman ,explaining to him fully that these criti­
cisms had come to me, . and that they made me feel vety 
uncomforta1ble, thaJt my staff wer,e ailways ta1king rubout 
it; rumor stating that this officer 3Jll,d that oif:ficeo.· was 
going to relieve me, and I s,aid t10 Sherman that I thought 
he had better give me a command fitted to1 my rank, and 
relieve me and him. He put this endo,esemenit upon the 
pa.per: "Suppose you wait until some· one that has ru light 
to complain does s10; and go ahead and do, your duty, and 
not trouble yourself a;bout others' business. W. T. Shei'· ' 
man." He did no,t even sign it o,filcially. He ruever 
referred to it . during the war, but afterwaJ.'ds poked a 
good deal of fun at me for my foolish action. He soon 
after sent me a telegraphic dispatch that cam~ from t he 
President telling- him tha,t he llad relieved him from bis 
difficulties about Dodge. My commission reached me, 
and I donned my two stars. 

Sherman aJ1vays sustained his officers who, assumed 
great authority in an emergency, although they might 
be w1•ong. As an instance I give you the following·: 

Before GeneraJ Sherman cr-ossed the Chattahoochee fo.r 
his attack upon Atlanta, his army wa.s stretched, from 
Soap Creek to Sand.town Ferry, facing the rivet·. My 
COl'J)S, the 16th, v,,as upon t he extreme right, and I 
thought the crossing was to be by the right flank as it 
was so much neiarer to, Atlanta, and my orr.·ders were to 
sie-ze all ferry boa.ts and other means of CI'ossing. Gen­
eral ~herman came to my headquarters, to'ok out his map, 
and asked how long it would take me iJo, construct a 
bridge acro,ss the river at Roswell some forty miles away 
beyond o-ur extreme left, telling me it was rock bo,ttomand 
could be forded, :md tJia:t the1)e wa,5, a ro,ad bridge ait that 
point which the Confederate~ ha:d destroyed. I suppo,sed 
I would have to go into the woods and cut the timber1 and 
fold him it would require at le,a.st ru week. He bad nort 
hl;,,en gone more than an hour when I receiYed o,rders1 from 
General McPherson t10 move to Ros.well, and that General 
Sherman would communicate directly with me. The 
march was a hot, dusty one·, in the reaa.· of the a:rmy, but 
I dicl :not halt, except for our meals, and an occasfonal 
hour's re~t. I received at Mariettai a dispatch from Sher­
man urging me tn, get th'e1~e as soon as possible. 

On arriving, I immediately pnt a brig-a<'lt> a~ro·ss the 
river, and it was a~ fine ru ::;ight as I ever saw when 
Puller's Ohri.o brigade, in line of battle, forded the river. 
'l'he enemy's cavalry b f:>ld the other side. As they rno;ved 
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across, holding their guns and ca1·b:idge boxes high above 
their heads, the bands o,f the co•rps sLruck up lively tunes. 
'l'lte l'ebeh; poui-ecl ju a hea,vy fo·c-, but it was Loo bi~h. 
:\' o,w and tlteu a boy would step into, a. hole aind dh;appear 
fo1· a moment, lrnt a ll go,t ac1•0,ss and i 11 11nediately fio,ug-lit 
shelte1· under the steep-cut bank, ,vl1 e·1·e· Fullel" 1·cfo1·m(•d 
and. made his cltm·gc, clci .. u:ing o,uL the enemy jn fi ho,-t 
order, and bnilt a sti·ong tet e de poiut. . 

Hos wen luu.l cotton and wo,o,len f' a.cto-ries that had been 
running up to the time that General Gtt1·1·ru•(l'r-; cavnlry 
captured H1 em, ,md burned most of the factories. The 
operatives " ·e1·e mostly women, and tlws•C' Ga1·rarcl mo,ved 
t o l\Iarietta by detajling a regiment of cavalr.r, each mem­
ber o,f which took one of t he 01wnt,Lives, o.n his hotse, and 
in this way LlH->y w<'l·e all taken in.to l\Jm"iettfl, , and w p1·e 

sent no,rth by Sherman. Over Lhe pro,prietol·'s house was 
flying a J.i'r<•nclt flag. I saw imm edfa,tely that if I ut ilized 
t he ba1lance of Lhe buildings I co,11 Id ,e1eect the b1·id ge in 
llaJf the tirnP, aml ins1Tucted Caplain A1·mstrong, who 
had charge o f' t he 1;500 men dE'tailc(l io build Uw; ln·iclg-e, 
to t0a1· clown t hl' bnilclings wlii<:h W <'1"l' 10ft from C'r (

1r­
rard's fo·e, ancl n l.ili.½e them. 'l'he next morning SODl( ' ot' 
my ol'ficers who wf're better fa.w,ver:,; than r wa::-;, told rne 
that the 1wopderto1· ,vas making- a ::-;ti·onµ; protest, aiHl that 
I w_as liable lo1 get into troubl e on ac<·onnt o.f violatio,u of 
inte-1·national la.w. Although I wa8 11 si11.g t he rnate·rial, [ 
thought it bes t to Wl'ite Gc>·neral Shc1·nuw a k tter st ,1.t­
ing what I had done, a,ml " ·ha.t tl1r c- laiTi1s werE'·, at ih P 
:-:arn e time notifying- him that by usin g· this rnatr1·in.l ( 
wonlcl ham' th<" b1·i.<lge c,omp,letecl by \Vecl nesd n.,y. T 
Hrl'ive,d. th0·1·c, by noon on Nfomla,y, tl10 10tl1 of July. 8Jwr­
man answf"l'E''(l in ihe following characl.c·l'isti.c lette·r: 
ITEAJ)QUAR'l'EHS MTT.l'I'A.UY Dl VISION OF 'l'HE 

• l\US8ISRIPPJ. 
In the Ficlcl nenr (;hattahoochee Hi.vc'l', Jnly 11, 1864. 

G0J1e1·al Dodge, nos wr·ll , Cht. 
T know yon haven big job, hnt lhn.i is net]iing ne·w for 

yo n. 'J'rll GE'ne1·al Nr-wton tlta.t his co1·ps is no\v np n rnr 
General Sc-hofirlcl'r-; c-1·osRi.np;, a.iHl all is (Jniet t he·reabont . 
H0 mi.g-ht S'E'lll<l down and mo,ve l1is. c- :rn1p::,; to, proximity or 
his eo11)s, but I t hink Hossvell a,n<l Shal low Ford s,o,imp0rt­
ant t hat 1 p,refe·1· hi m to, be, n0•m· yon 1rnti\ yon aJ''<.' ,vcll 
fm·t ifiNl. Jf hf' 1weclR rations tell hi.m to• p:rt }J is wagons 
np, and I think yo,11 will be· a.bl<" to, spar0 him cl ay aifl- r r 
tomOJ'l' OW. I kno-,v t he bd.clgei a.t H,o,Ern'f'•ll , iR impodant, 
ancl yon mH.v clestr-oy all Georgia -to ma.kc· it g·oo cl nnd 
st1,ong. ,v. 'I' . Sh01·man, l\[ajor-G0n01'n.l Cornm a.nclinp;. 

,,--

GENER AL W. T. SHEH MA N 17 

Yo,u will perceive it is vel'y diplomatic ; he says TuOithlng 
fo 1·ela.Lion to, int·etna.tional Jaw, or t he French :flag, but 
euds Jiis letter by telling me t hat I mayclestroy all Gem·gia 
to accomplish what I am sent to clo. Of course I read 
be-tween the lines, ancl pai(L no• furtbe1· attention to the 
F1·ench flag . After the war gl'eat claims were made, and 
we· ,ve1·e censurecl by the Govc1·nment, ,vhich J have no 
doubt J.Jaicl r ounicl]y fo'l.· the facto-l'ics. 

On July 12, just three clays after I aJ.'-rived t here, I noti­
fied General Sl.1 E'11Jrnn that t he bl'iclge svas completed, ancl 
the anny commenced crossing on the final mo•Yement to 
Atlanh:1.. Sherman was g1·eatly surprised, as it ltacl been 
re-p1·esentecl to him by otl:icers he had sent there that it 
would 1·cquire a much longer ti.me to erect the bridge. 

My o,tficia1l report reaid as fo llo,ws: 
"A foot bridge 710 feet long was thrown across t he 

1·in "1·, and from. Mouclay noon, Jnly 10, until \Vecluesclay 
11igl1 t , J'nl y 12, a good, substantia l, double track, trest le 
road bi-id ge•, 710 foe t long and H J' eet high, was built by 
t he pio1wer corps from t he command." 

~'...s the 15th, Logan's co1·ps, was crossing the bridge, 
thn·e ca.me up a ten·Uic tlnmder stoJ·1 ,1, and several of the 
me-n we-r e knoc-kecl clown whilE'• on the bridge, a.ncl a bolt 
struck in the miclst of l\Im·ra,:y's r egular battel'y of the 
J 6th co1·ps, w l1 ich was holding the b1·iclge- bead across the 
1·iver, kiiling a.ncl ,vounding severa,l men. :Naturall y the 
supe1·siitio,n oJ' i he soldie~:s was aroused nncl all kinds of 
m1s f'o1:tuncs ·we1·e prE'clictc•d, and sur·c enough in tlw· next 
engap;r·ment on t he 22d of Jnly, a,t the ba.ttle of Atlanta, 
the baU01·y ·was cn.ptul'e'Cl wlLilC'• going from Blair's, front 
to 1nine bv the same skirmish linr- of Cle-burne's divisio·n 
that ki.ll ecl Genei-al l\IcPhCJ'son on the road lea.cl ing from 
my d ght to Blair's left. In fact, he feill right at the foot 
of one of the g-uns that ha.cl been ca.pturcd . 

'l'hE' mom ent our army crossrcl the bridge our movement 
npon Atlanta conrn1encell. It wa.s the 19th or 20th of 
,J11ly wh en one of i.he seo,nts, a, boy of t lw 2nd Iowa Infan­
try, who l1 a,d b<"E''ll sent into the encmy's lines a. long time 
lwfore, carnr- out to, my lilws a.ncl bYonght the morning 
pa.per and t he, news of t be change of comma.nfleii•s, fl'om 
G(-•np1•a. l Joh nsto•n to G0nent.l II001cl. I took him ovc,1· to 
tlw 1··oacl up,0.11 wh ich She1?11rn,n, was rna.rching. Uc was 
wii h Gcne-1·al Schofielcl 's column. She1·rnan a11<l Schoftelcl, 
nml som0onC' 0ls0, ,vhom I cn,nnot r em0mber, di scussed the 
new~, and I 1·0me,1nbe-r clist-inetl_v Re lwfield gi.Ying hi s opin­
ion of lloo,d- tllat i.t nwant fig-ht. "\Vhil C' I Rtoocl thete 
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listening and wa,tching, General Sherman sat down upon 
a stump arid issued his onlers that concentrated his 
armies and brought McPherson from Stone Mountain, 
some twenty miles away, and clo,se,cl us. a,11 in on Thomas, 
showing he fully comprehended the situation. Soon after, 
Hood with his a,rmy attacked 'l'homas, intending to 
double him up from right toi left, lrnowing ho,w greatly ex­
tended She1."Jnan's forces. ·were. After the battle, of the 
20th we clo,secl in around Atlanta. The concentration o.f 
the lines threw the 16th army corps in reserve, and a bri­
gade of it vrnis s.ent to the left of the aJ."lny and encamped 
behind the 17th co,rps, and another brigade, Spraguc's., 
was left a,t Decatur to protect the trains. 'l'hat night 
there was a belief that Hood would evacuate Atlanta; in 
the mo,rning it was reported that he had clone so, in fact 
I received from the extreme left where one of my brigades 
lay, reports toi that effect from General Fuller. La.te-t in 
the morning McPherson came to SC(; me, as he was in the 
habit of doing; if there ,vas any movement on band he 
would come a1nd tell us what he-expected, and if not, he 
would have a kind, encouraging wo,rd :for us, or a, compli­
ment fo.r whait ha.cl been done the dav before. He ·was a 
man who issued very few oi!.·clers on 'the field, and in this. 
respect he was a, good deal like Grant, who pointerl out 
what was to be done, and expecte,<I. you as commander to 
clo1 it, without entering into. details, but left us at liberty 
to do whatever was considered best in the changes of the 
fight or the movements of the troops, expecting us to 
accomplish wha,t he had told us was his objedive point. 
McPherson was the s.ame way, and when a movement was 
on hand, o,r when the army lay in front of the enemy, 
McPherson was in the habit of coming around, sitting 
down, talking matters o·ver, and finally getting up to the 
point without giving an order, simply giving us the bene­
fit of hi.s great experience. I kno,w he came to me in this 
way frequently, because I was a , young offic<-'1.' 
and likely, perhaps, to, g:o, wrong qui.cke·r t lrnn 
tlrnse who were veterans in the se-rvice. McPher­
son that mo,rniing came to, my hea.dquaJ.·ters, ancl 
ordered me to move out to the left o.f Blair's1 17th 
army corps,, and when they nrnvecl to• their new po,sition 
that he was that clay intrenching, I wa,s to join him and 
s1Tetch as far to the left as possible, and jf I saw a chance 
was to grab a1D.d hold. the Macon ro,acl. It seems Sherman 
had intended to nse my co,rps for a cliffet·ent purpo,se, and 
lrncl ordered McPherson to assign the 16th corps to t hf> 
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breaking up of t he railro,ads ea.st towards and beyond 
Decatur, but this order I did not know· anything about, 
nor did it reach me. l\IcPherson received the orders after 
i;iving me my orders, and did no:t send them to me, a,Tud it 
wa:;;; ·while pursuing 1\'fcPherson's order to move to the left 
tl1at at 12 o'clock on the 22d nearly all of Hoiod's m·my got 
to our rear and made that ter1•ific a.tta.ck upon us,, and 
after fighting from noon until midnight was, defeated at 
all points. There is probably nothing in all Sherman's , 
military career that he criticised mme severely to, himself 
and to his confidential friends than the fact that when 
this great battle was going on at the left, whe'l.'ethous-ands 
of men were being mowed clo,wn, where the rom· of mus­
ketry la.steid from twelve at noon until midnight, he did 
not force the Army of the Cumberland and Ohio, over 
50,000 stwng, which stood intact that day, not firing a 
gun, into Atlanta aml take it, for there was nothing in 
Atlanta except Geogia militia and teamsters. Sherman's 
statement is that he r,equestecl General Thomas to attack 
Atlanta, and if possible g·o into it. He fold him a; great 
battle was goring on to, the left, because· it is well known 
to every one in an army that o-ne wing, ,vhen the wind is 
in the opposite direction, may fight a great battle, while 
the other wing miles away could only .know of it by . 
rumor. Thormas felt the enemy, and. seeing the works held 
by the militia, answered that Hood'sarmywas in Atlanta, 
that the works were fnlly mam1ecl, and it was not pos­
sibJe for· it to be succeRsfull:v attacked in his front. So· all 
clay long that little· A1.'my of the rrenllJessee, tlrnt was 
never known to give back one inch, fought and struggled 
and held its own against donble its numbers, thinking and 
believing that morning would show Atlanta as theirs, 
for they knew that the ·whole of Hood's army was upo,n 
them. • 

At 2 o'dock in the dav McPherson fell. I had no knowl­
edge of his death, aithough he was killed near my line, 
until I rec,eivecl wo,rcl from GeneraJ Fuller whom I llad 
instructed to change front to his right and clean out the 
enemy between him and the 17th co-rps1 that he haJcl cap­
tured the skfrmish line- of the enemy and taken from them 
GeneraJl McPhers,on's :fielcl ghtsses and orders of Sherma-n 
to McPherMn, and be felt that something had happened 
to McPherson. 'rhe first news I received. was tlrat McPher­
son had been wounded, not killed, and it wa.s 4 o'clodz in 
the afternoon when Logan came to me asking for help to 
retalze t he line on the Augusta road, wlwre the enemy had 
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broken through and captured DeGi'aw'~, battery; I gave 
bjm Mersey's bl'igade, but even then be did not tell me he 
was in command ,of the army. He ca.me to me as we were 
in the habit of doing, Lo,gan, Blair and myself, when one 
,vas l.Jard pushed and the other was n10,t, we sent ti·oops 
without orders where they we1--e most needed. 

After the da,y's fight was over, a.nd at ten o'clock at 
night, Logan ca1lled Blair and myself to, meet him, Lo,gan 
then being in command of t lw army; we met in the rear 
of the 16th corps, under an oak tree on the line of the 
Augusta ra1ilr•oad, and discussed the results, of the day. 
The fighting on Blair's right and Logan's left at Bald Hill 
was still prog1:es,sing. vVe only knew then that ·we hatd 
held the enemy, and did nc)t kno,v how much we had pun­
ished them. 

Blair's meru "vere in the trenclie-s in some places on bis 
front, the enemy held one side an<l he the other. The men 
of the 15th corps. were still in their own line, tired and 
hungry, hut those of the 16th co'.rps after their hard da,y's 
work were busy throwing up intrenc:hments on the, field 
l·hey had held 3Jncl w·on. At Logan's request I sent Mer·­
sey's bl"i.ga,de, which was in bivona,c near us, to, go in and 
relieve Blari.1~'s men at the Cl".i.tical point on Bald Hill. 

Logan and Blair thoiught that the Army of the Cumber­
land or the Army of the Ohio should sencl a. portion of the 
forc:es ancl relieve some of our exha1usted men, and I was 
sent to, see Sherman. My 1'ecollection now is tha,t I met 
him in a tent, though it is said o:fficiaUy tha,t he had his 
heacl(Juarters a,t the IfowaJxl House. ·when I met him 
he sP-eme<l surprised to se,e me, but g1•eetecl 1ne co1-dially 
and spok0 of the g1·eat loss of McPhe1'son. I sta,ted to, him 
my errand. Ile tu1·n0d upon me a,ncl said: "Dodge, you 
whipped them today, didn't you?" I said: "Yes,, sir." 
'fhen lw said : "Can1t you do it ngain tomorro,w?" and I 
said, "Yes, sir." I bacle- him good night and went ba,ck to 
my command, resolving never again to be s.ent on such an 
e1,:ancl.. She.em.an explained to me a.rte1--wa,rds that lw 
knew what orders he had given to press Atlanta, and holcl 
the forces in the intrenchments. surrounding it, and lw 
wanted it said that the little Army of the Tennessee had 
fought the great battle witl1ont any help, and he kne-w 
from the punishment tltt? 1'ebel a,rmy had r eceived thn,t 
Hood would not dare to, attack us in the morning. 

Th'ere is n:o, doubt bnt that, when I saw She1·man that 
night, he had ascH·tainecl the facts from the reports, o,f tlie 
differ ent commancler!'( that Atlanta, was witlrnut an organ-

.... 

GENERAL W. T. SHERMAN 2I 

jzecl force, and that rat.lier tlla,n reinforce the little, Army 
of the ~I'ennessee, he wished to impress, the fact that he 
was responsj_ble for not taking Atlanta, and dicl not pro­
pose to, re'1ieve himseH of any criticisms. He has since 
saicl to usin his own quiet way, that he tltonght we ought 
to ha,ve taken Atlanta tllai da~,, but I hav,e never hem·cl 
l.Jim make any criticism, or maJ,e, any claim tha,t any 
offi,ce1· was to blam e for no,t doing it, e,xcept hims,elf; whi le 
they who watched and we1·e, a, part of that great battle 
se,emecl to, thillk that 'l'hornas with 50,000 veterans ought 
to have poured into Atlanta, wliile McPli erson and Logan 
wi.th only 20,000 men met and defoatetl on e of t he best 
planHed and bE"St exec:utcd attacks, to tlle left, 1·'E'a1· and 
front, made in the c:ampaign. 

Geue1·al Schofield, who cornnrnncled t he Al'my of the 
Ohio, who was with Gene1·al 81J €"rman at t he time of the 
attack o.f Stev,,art's corps along t he A11gm;ta, .ro,arl, sug­
g,e·sted to Sl1ennan to _t hrow ]1is. co1ps, be·hind and on HH· 
flank o,f Stewart, thus bl''e>nking Stewart's communication 
with the inti•encbments of Atlanta,, but S!1erman fm: sorne 
1-eason did not a,pprove it. · 

A...J'ter the• battl e of tlw 22(1 we sw1mg fl-om the left to 
the l'ight, a.ncl it fell to my lo,t to hold th p, Jine·s ,vliile• the 
1·est of tlH" ai·my thew out. I heard of tl it> ('h a,nge of com ­
maud of th. €" Auuy oJ tl1e, 'rennc-sse·e· from Gern."1·rt.1 Log-an 
to Gen,eral Howard. I did no,t kno,w the· 1·e·asoni-.;, but felt 
that the- litt le, ai·rny tlia,t lia.d serve-cl under (hant, Sher­
man, ~1cPJ.ierson and Logan, and l1afl fought a, battle all 
clay, pai·t of tl1e time .. by i.ts<' lf, witliont' a command 0r, and 
had ·whjppecl t.lw wl1oh· of Hoorl's ar111y, 1rnll ce1·t a,inl.r left • 
in it mateJ·ial enough t0 C"orn rn a1Hl itR.eH. J had never met 
Ge-n01·al ITowai·<l, aml while- I knew him t o be an exiwri­
enc-ecl aJi.(l i.i;oocl sol<li<'·r, it made no <liffe11(>1lce- in my fe el­
ings; aud I think after TTowm·d <·om1mwcled that army 
an.cl plaee,d iJ in battle•, frH its rrnlf-'e- a.n<l saw what it was, 
lw would have f'( ,,lt :j11st as we cli<l. On the ma.i ··c:h fr om the 
le.ft to th e r,xtrr rne 1·ight I s:1.w Ge-n0n1l ~11c·1·man ait a, Jog­
house. Genera] Loi:,;an was sitti1tg on the, p01·ch; Jic, hiu·dly 
1·ecognize(l me as I walk('<l in, and 1 s.a.w a g-rr•at cha.ng-c, 
in hi.rn. I asked Gene1·al Shn·rnan what th e c:hange in 
commande·rs nwant, w.11 :v Lo,ga,n was no,t left in eom111.an-!l. 
As everyone knows., Loga,n's in<lep,c,rn1 ence and criticisms 
i.n the arm:v were VCl)' severe, bnt they all knew what he 
was in a :fight, and wheneve1· we sent to, Logan for aid 
he wonld not only sencl his fo,1'ces, bnt come hi.ms,e.lf; so, 
as Blair saicl, ,ve only knew Log,an as wP- sa,w bim in 
battle. 
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Logan could hear every Yvo,rd that was said between 
Sherman and myself. Sherman did no,t feel at libei·ty to 
say anything in explanation of this change. He simply 
put me off very firmly but as nicely as he could , and spoke 
highly of General Howard, who ha.a been given the com­
mand. I went a,way from the place without any satisfac­
tion, a.nd when I met Logan on the outside I expressed to 
him my regrets, and I s1aid to him: "There j s s•ometbing 
here that none of us understand," and he safrl : "It makes 
no difference; it will all come right in the encl." The first 
meeting I had with GeneraJ Howard ,vas on that morn­
ing, and I wish to s-ay that while I remalined with him and 
ever since the war, the1·e has been no one that was kinder 
to me, or who, has said ldmier things. I am so•rry it was 
not my fortune to have been a,ble to, .follow ldm through 
to Washington. 

During the ba,ttles around Atlanta., and after ·we bad 
gomdrom the left to the right, it was my misfo1·tnne to 
be given a Ooufcdern,te leave. I was supposed to• be fatally 
wounded. Th e doctor reported to-Sherman, and he·, desir­
ing to keep the news from my family, instrncted eveTy 
telegraph o,pera.to,r to send only his clispatche•s, but in 
doing this he forgo,t that there was nothing that could 
occur but what went ove1· the wires immediate-Iv. So the 
news reached my peo-ple that I had been fatally "wounded. 
Dispatches came to my staff, trying to- obtain the facts, 
but they could n:ot reply because of Sf1erman's. ortl.ers. In 
talldng about it af:tC'.ewarcls he said: "I acted from my 
instincts.. I simply wished to send the truth, but I only 
succeeded iu ma.king trouble, and t hat has ahva~rs ha.p­
pened to me when I tried to be extra cautious; I always 
put my foot in it; some smart Aleck gets ahead of me." 

As soon as Sh0nnan heru·d I was wounded he came· to 
my tent with Dr. Kidd, his chief surgeo,n, and found a sur­
geon of my o,wn corps in charge of me-. As soon as the . 
shock of the wormd passed away I grarlua1ly became con­
scious as, to l1e'a,l'i11g, but not as to seeing, and the first 
words I heard we1·e when Sherman tm·11ecl on Dr. Kidcl 
and said : "Kidd, Dodp;e is not going to die. See, he is 
coming to all right.>' You can imagine wha.t my feelings 
were on hearing talk of that kind from Sherman. I recog­
nized his vo:i.ce, and also, t he fact that probably I ,vas 
badly hurt. 'l'he doctors advised Sherman to· send m0 

North, but Sherman said : "No,, vve can keep Dodge two 
weeks, aml th en he will be all r igl1 t ; we wa11t hhT1 with 
l1is co,rps." I consicle·red the fact that he would not let me 
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go to the rem.· until hie was forced to swing around south 
of Atlanta., and abandon eve1·ything to the north, o•ne of 
the g1~ea,test compJ.iments he ever paid me. 

I was taken to Greenville, Ind., to, a r elative, for a rest 
befo1,e I wa.s sent to, my own home in Jo,wa. 'fhe first or 
second evening after I m-i'ived in Greenville, as I lay upon 
my C'O•t, I listened to the demonstrations being made by 
the return of the delegates who had been to Chica.go and 
nominated McClellan. I was astonished and indignant to 
hear cheer after chee1· given a,t the station for J e1f erson 
Davis. I could hardly realize that I was in a northrrn 
state, not having been· N odh before since the beginning of 
the war·. I now realized what was meant by the term 
"Co,ppe1·head" and "Fire in the :Ftear." As soon a,s I was 
able, I sa.t down and wrote this to She1·man. It was. s,ome 
time afterwards when I received his answer, which is too 
characterisrtic to publish , but it said "''Ve will settle· with 
those fellows aft.er we get t hrough down he1·e." 

It was on the :first of September that I pa1·ted with t he 
Army of th0 Tennessee. During my convale8c0nce I Yis­
itccl General Gra.nt an<l that magnificent Army or th r 
Po.fomac at City Point. As soon as able, I had 01·derH to 
proceed to Vicksburg, and it wa& the intention while 
Shc-rman marched to Savannah t hat I should take a col­
umn from somewhere in tha.t countJ.7 and get to the 1,ear 
o,f Mobile, but at Cairo I received dispatches from Ge·nCt"al 
Grant to, 1·epatir to St. Louis, and thel'e• I fell to, the com­
mand of the DepaJ:tment o.f the }Iiss.oud, reli eving Ge-11-
eraJ Ro-s,ecrans,. 'l'he• first order I received came fro-m. Stan­
ton; it wa.s a complimenta17 messa.ge fr•om Gran.t, telling 
me I must send everything I co,uld to, help Thomas a,t 
Nashville, a111d I s,ent out o.f that Department every organ­
ized force. When the battle of Na,s,lw i.ll e w~es fought 1 
had not an o,rganiz.ed regiment in my Department. 

I found Gm1e1·a.J She1-iuan's family in St. Louis, ancl, 
naturally, coming from an old commander like him, jt 
was my pleasm'e to Clo, anything ancl eve·rything I coulcl 
for his family. Mrs. Sherman ,vas, trying to so.ft,en t he 
hai~clships o.f war by getting peo,ple out of prison, and b_y 
relieving their necessities. '£he1·e hacl bee·n a g1'!3a.t many 
arrests made. I found the prisons full and comm.e11 ced 
emptying them, with the iclea that. it was a gr:e·at de-al 
cheaper to l,et these people talk than to feed them, but I 
got one or two, severe repimands fOir so doing. I know 
that M1•s. She1·man wro,te to the General ancl told him 
what I was doin~, and how kind I was to, her, and how 1 
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carried out any req nests she m~u.le so fai- as it w .. 1s pos­
sible for me to cl.o, so; anid Shermm1, still looking a fter my 
interests as he had ayways don e, wrote me a, lettei- and 
said : "You must not issue these ordets a.nid 1·elease, these 
people .simply because M.1·s. Sllerrn a.n r equestH you to do 
so. You must use you r o,wn judgment in thi s rn aitte1·, 
and on ly issue orders ,vhere you know i t. is ab­
so,lutely r ight." Ile sakl it in a kind ly w~1y, and 
he said a g1·c-at many other t hings in hi s lettc>•J" to, nw 
about 111 y policy. He also said: "I appreciate ful ly wha:t 
you are <loing, and wl1y yo,u do it, but, my cl,eail.' General, 
you know you mu st sLiJl ding to, a, soldiel''s duty." 

W hile I was in tomm ancl: of t ha.L Depai-tment Lee and 
Johnston surre·nde1·ecl. I had re·cei vecl ::111 order from Sec­
retary Stanton instructing me Io ]HI;)' no attentio,n to the 
Sherman and Johnston paJ:ol e. ])ming t il i.s exd t,ement a 
dinner was given a,t t he Lindell Llotel t hat brou ght 
together t he loyal people of St. Louis, to wldclt I was 
invited as cornrnande1· o f' that Depn,r1.ment. I was aston­
ished to hem· Union peo,ple get up ancl denoimc<'• Sherman, 
criticizing not oul y !tis acts but hi H rnotiv< s. I li1-,tene'(l as 
long as I could to t hese excitable speakei·s, aml finally got 
up and stated that 1 I1 acl S<'rvefl nea 1· and under Sheh1ian 
for two ye:u:s, and whil e 1 knew nothing at all abo11t tl1:> 
terms of surrender of Jolmston except t hf' onle1s I lrn:l 
received from the Govel'nmen L- nevNtl1elc>RR I <lid not 
propose to sit at a,ny dinner table, or any assrmbly of any 
kind, where t lt e loyalty of Shennan was q11riition<'•d; that 
whateve1- li e- l1ad <lone-', w hether dght 01· w1·1ong, lHlr(l been 
done by a Ro,ldie'l' wl1 0 l1 atl lmt. 011e t hing at lirart, hi.s duty 
to his country a,1Hl t he drstructi.on of Lhc> re>bd a.uny. It 
was not ve1·y long nJl<'1· this bdol'e rny wm·ch, 1-eache-rl 
Rhennan. 'J'hey lwo ngltL baek t he ld nd of 1·eRponse that 
he made-in sneh eaR<'Hi a,H(l it was o-nl.v a, sl101·t time· a ft r r 
this unti l She1-rnan llimRrlf appeared at liis home in St. 
Louis, th0 wa.1· being vil-Lnnllyover, and being an old resi­
clent of tha,t city, it w,1,; 11alu1·a.l when he anived t ha.t t he 
pe·ople should seize upon Jti in a.nd pay hi. rn grent attention ) 
take him out to dimw1·s, etc. A g1·r,a,t ma11 y of. l1 is oM 
friends we·re 1·0bels, a1Hl J suppose t hey 1-,a,w in his te·rms 
to Johnston an opporlnnity to b1·('::tk i l1 0 fm·cr· of' tlw 
Uni.on sentiment a.µ:a i.nsL the·m, :fo,r t her e'· waH no p lace in 
i lw whole United Sfat0i'l wlt r1·e t ltr bit! <'nwss o,I' th P 
Uni.on ancl Hebel sen Li mPnt. wns s,o, appartint as i.t was i.n 
111 0 Stn i e> o f' Missomi. It kept t he StaJc in d issensiions 
<l u1·ing- t he entire wa,l'. 'l:J1 e attentions of t l1 0 s.vmpa:tli izers 
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with the rebellion to Sherman were vei~y marked, so much 
so that some of the Union people called upon me ' and 
talked to, rn e about it, and when Slte-nu an came clowa to 
my headqua1·ters, as he did daily, l spoke to him ,about 
H, and to,]<.l L1 i.rn 110-w Ll1ey were talking and how they felt. 
Uc sajd : "'l'lley aJ.•e· going to give rn e a dinner he'l·e in a 
few clays, a,nd Genera], don't you wo,n·y, I will settle that 
que::;tion there." He macle a renuu-kable speech a:t t ha,t 
dinnei·. Re said th.at since· the war was over he did not 
fe.el that it was necessary for him to ref nse any attentions, 
no matter from whom they came, but when ie came to, t he 
question be·twe€n loyal men and rebels every one knew 
whei-e his hea1·t ,vas, aud everyone knew what his 
thoughts were; tha,t it was only the clemency of the gov­
ernment lilave·d them from receiving the-ir just du<'s long 
before this time. ~ 7 e never heard any more in that coun­
try as to Sherman'11 position, and no· 011w after that misun­
derst ood him. At this banquet given in his hoJ1Jor at the 
Lindell J lo,l·el, St. Louis, July 20, 18G5, Sherman in the 
course of his speech said: "You cannot attain great suc-
1:ess in wal' without great 1·isks. I a.dmit we vio,lated many 
of t he old rRtablishecl 1·11leH of war by cntting loo·se frorn 
om· bas«:' a.nd exposing s,ixty thous,and lives, bl1t when a 
t hing has got to be done i.t has got to, be done. I had faitl1 
i,n the aJ.·ruy I commande<l; that faith waR wrll found<~<l. 
But there was the old fi!tory exemplifiecl. ,ve had the el<'­
phant, and it troubled us to kno,w what to clo• with that 
e-lepha.nt, and again we bad to put our witR together and 
we conclu<'led to kill tJ1e elephant. W,e tlid not like to do 
ft . I come no," · to, a pi ece of militaJ.'Y history which has 
hern more cli.Rrnsse<'l t han any oth«:'J'. I contended at :firnt: 
when w«:' took Vicksbnrg, t hat " ·e- lwcl gained a point 
which the Ronthern Oonfecleracy, a.s belligei·ents~so rec­
ognized by om·selYes and the· world- were bound to 
rega.rrl. ~l' l1 at ·when we took Vicksbnrg, by all the rules of 
civilized wadail.'C thev Rhould have surrcncle·red a.nd 
a.ll o,wed uR to 1·estore FNlr1·al power in t he land. Rut ·1 hey 
did not. I claim. also tl1at when we took Atlanta., t hey 
wei·e bound by e·very r nl e o•f ci vilized war fare to sun~ende·r 
t heir' ra.nsc,. lt was t hen hopeless, ancl it ,vas C'lear to, me 
as dayli e:11 t t l1 at they we1·e bournl to smT·endeT a.nd retm"J1 
tn civil life-. Bnt t hey co,nti.nued t he ,,var , and t hen T hacl 
a r ight 11 nde,r t he r ules of civilized warfare to rommencr 
a system t hat would rn ake t hem feel t he power of t he Gov­
t·r nme,nt, and cause t hem t o, succumb to, ou1· na;ti'onal 
arit ho1"'i ty. I J1a,ve a.g:1.in and a.gain proffe1~ed kindnei::s 
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to.wai·ds the people of the South, and I have, manifested 
it on thousaJ1ds of occasions. I lived among them and 
l'eceived. geThffi•ous hospita,lity; but at the same time if 
their minds a1•e not balanced so, aSI to, reruso,n aright, we 
have the right to apply the rod. So, we destroyed Atlanta, 
and all tha,t could be used against us there will have to 
be rebuilt. 'rhe question then arose in my mind ho,w to 
apply the pow,er thus entrusted by my Go-ver:nmenrt so as 
to produce the I'esult-the end o.f the war, which was all 
,ve desired; for war is only justi:liable among civilized 
nations to p,roduc,e peace. 'l'here is no other legitimate 
rule~-except to produce peace. '.l"his is the object of war, 
and it is so universally ackrno,wledg·ed. The1·efore, I had 
to go through Georgia, and let them see what war meant. 
I had the right to, destro,y their communications, which I 
did. I mad•e them feel the consequenc,es of wa1·, so, they 
,vill never again invite an invading army. Savannah fell, 
as a matter o,£ course. Once in our power, the question 
then ai·ose again, ''What next?' All asked, 'what next?' 
I never received my ordt"rs fro,rn anybody. I hnd nobody 
to louk to but my own brain. I asked advice ::igain and 
again, but I got inighty little, I can tell you, except from 
Grant, who: is always generous and fair. No arlvicr-no 
·word at Savannah, s1ave -from Mr. Lineo,ln, '"'ho asked 
'what next?' I toJd him I would tell him after awhile. 

"Then came thrut last movement, which I do contend· 
involved more labor ai1d risk than anything which I h3ve 
done, or ever expect to, do, again. I could take Chai·les.ton 
without go,inig there. First, by se,grieg-a.ting· it from the 
l'est of the country so that it could not live•. Man must 
have something to live upon. He must go where there is 
something to e·at, the.eefo,re I concluded to, break up the 
i·ailroads, so the people had to1 get o-ut of Charleston or 
perish. Then the next thing· was to place· the army in 
Columbia,, which I tell you is more of a place in the South 
than you are aware of. Years ag'o, I tl1ought Columbia 
would be the scenie of the grE'a,t and final struggl.e of the 
Yvar. I th:011ght our vV.estern army would go Basrtwarcl 
and. our Ea.stern army southwa:rd to Oo,lumbia, and that 
we would fight it out there. 'l'he people there· regard it as 
a place of security. They sent their tJ.-e,asure there and 
their wines a.nd liquors, which my friend Blair remembers 
so wen. But if you place any army whe1·e the enemy say 
;vou canll'ot, you gain an object. AH military readers will 
understand the princi l)le; and therefore when I placed my 
army in Columbia, I fought a battle-I reaped the fruits 
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of a victo,I"y- bloodless,, but still it produced military 
l'esults. 'l'he next question w·a,s, to, place my army srtill 
further where I could be in communication with the old 
ai·my of the Potomac-where we could destroy the life of 
the Confede1·ate arrni•es, for it seemed at one time as 
though they w¢1·e dete1·mined to, :fight i:l{)I the 'last ditch.' 

"So we- went to, Go,ldsboro, and then I hastened to, see 
Mr. Lincoln and Grant for the la.st time. v"Ve talked the 
matter o.ver and agreed perfectly. Grant was mo,ving 
then. I had been fifty odd marching days on light 
rations. My men were shoeless a,nd without pants, and 
n,ee-ded clothing and 1•est. I hurried back to Goldsboro, 
aud dispatched everything with as great rapidity as I 
could, and on the very day I appofoted I staded in pur­
suit of Johnston, let him be ,vhere he might. No,w under­
stand that iill this vast campaign we had no objedive 
point on the map; a.11 we had to1 do was to, pursue the Con­
federate armies wherever they might go and des tl"oy thc'm 
whenever we could catch them. 'l'he great difficulty was 
to, b1·ing them to. bay. You can chase and chase a hare 
until the end of time but unless you bring him to bay you 
cannot catch him. Grant was enabled to bring Lee to bay 
by means of Sheridan's cavalry. I did not have suffi.cient 
cavalry; if I had, I might have brought Johnston to bay; 
but with my then force I could not, because my cavalry 
was infe·rior to, his in numbe1·s. The1·efore, when Lee sur­
rendered, Johnston saw as clearly as I had seen months 
before, tha,t his cause was g1one. I had been thinking of it 
for months1; therefore, when he met me and annoUJnced 
the fact tha.t he was 'gone up,' I was prepared to re·ceiye 
it. It wa~ just like a familiar song. lt s•eemecl to, the 
North a new thing. We had expected it, am.cl when they 
gave up the1'e ,vas an end oif it, as we sup,pos,ed. Ho,w did 
they give up, was the question; gave up,, that was all. No , 
use in :fighting any longer. Orn what terms did they give 
up? I have described sufficiently clear in my o,fficial 
repo,rt all the conversation that tooik place, and all I will 
say is that the N-o,rth seemed to, he taken unawares, 
although eve1J.--y paper in the land and every co,unty eourt 
orator had pre·a.ch.ed about peace for the la.st four yea.rs; 
yet when it came they did not recognize it. All I claim 
is that I was prepared for it from the start. The moment 
Johnston spoke to me I saw peace a.t once, and I wais , 
honest enough to• saiY so, but the wodd was startled by it. 
'Sherman had turned traifor and Jeff Davis had bought 
him up with Confederate gold.' I rather think he would 
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have found it a p1·etty hard job bo1 have bought me up . 
Poo,r Davis! l lmo•vv he never h3Jd gold enough to buy me·, 
although l won't mention my price. But all tha;t is 11oiw 
past aud. I um sa.tis.fi.ed in my b.eai·t that we have peace. 
I am s~rLisfied that by the combined armies and navies, 
and t he citizens of the North, aJ)(l many o.f tl.t.e South, that 
no,w we have peace in the land, and what is the conse­
quence? lt is simply one stage anmv in our history. vVc 
have had wars he1·etofore. Did we cut the th1·oats of our 
enemies? Certainly not; like sensible men, when the war 
was over we went to wo,rk to recover what we· had lost by 
the war, and ente1,e:d on ai. new stage." 

Durin g the year 18fl5 and the spl"ing of 1866 it fell to 
my lot to make tl,e Indian campaign over the plains, and 
to kill a few Indians, and among Lhem a few squaws and 
children- when t here was a general outcry raised aJ.l over 
tl1e United States, and through the Peace Commissioners 
the ·who,le Indian policy was changed from war to treaties 
of peace; and, b<'ing desh,ous of 1·-eLiring from t he army: 
Sherman knowing- . n,11 my plans, I wrote him in April, 
186G, a petsonal ktte1·, askin g for a leave of absence, my 
resignation H◊'t having been.£t_cceptea. J have no copy of 
my lette1• to, him, bnt he understood the m:1.tter full y, for 
we ha.cl discussed it i ogether, and in answer to that letter 
[ 1·eceived t he fo ll o·wing: • 
"IIEADQUAR'rERS 1\lILI'l'AHY DIVISION ' OF THE 

1\ [ISSISSIPPI. 
~Iajol'-General Dodge. 

De-ar Gene1·aJ : I )lfl,ve you1· letter of Apl'i.l 27th, aud T 
readily consent to what you aHk. I Lhink Gerie.ral Pope 
should b<' at Leavenworth before you leave, and I 
expecte-cl he wo,ulcl be at Leavenwodh by May 1st, 
but he is not yet come. As so1on as he reaches Lea.vrn­
wo1·tlt or St. L011is, c>vcn, I consent to yo,m· going io 
Omaha to begin whnt) J t rust, will he, the real beginning 
of t he g1·cat roa.cl. [ si :11-t tomon·ow for Biley, when('e 1 
will cross over to Kcm·ney b,v land, and t hence come in to 
Omaha, '\YheYe I hope ·to meet yon. l will send your lettrr· 
t l1is morning to Pope's office and eutdorse my request t l1a:t 
a telegraph mcssag-e be sent to Gene1•al Pope, to, the e ffect 
·(lrn..t he is ,va,ntecl at Leavenworth. Hoping to meet you 
soon, I am, Yours truly, 

• W . T. Sherma,n, M. G." 
Gerieral Sherman in hi s memoirs states t ha:t in the year 

18,U) he was sent by General Smith np to• Racramcnto 
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,city to instruct Lieutenants ,varner and Will iamson, of 
t he Enginee-rs, to, push their surveys o-f t l1 e Sier1:a, Nevada 
Mountains, fo1· the pmvose of asce1·taining- t he possibility 
of paissing t l, ;:i,t range by a raih-o,ad, u. subject i"J ,at t hen 
elidtecl unive1·sal inteJ'l'St. It was gEu eeall y assumed 
t hat such a, 1·oa.<1 con l<l not be made along auy of t lw 
i nuuigrant 1•0,ads the11 in use, mid ,vai·ner's 01·de1·s we1·e 
to look fm·t l1 er Noi-tl1 np t l1e F en.tlter River, or some of 
i.ts ti-ibutaries. ,V.u·1w1· was -eng-aged in this, sm·ve,y dnr­
ing- t he snm111c,r and f'ct ,ll of 1849, a]l(l ltacl explored to the 
,·e·1·:r e-ncl. of Goose Lake, t he source- o l' F e-atlter River, 
wl1 cn t his office1·'s ('ai·eel' wa.s t e1·111 inatc<l by deatl , ju bat­
t l t> '\\"ith t hP. l ndiani:;. (kneral Sl1 ermnn was. too· mo<lc:st 
to add, as was tlte fatt, t l1 at those instn1ctions wet·e sent 
at his own suggestjon ; t ha,t t hat wa'S th e first exploriuµ; 
pm·ty ever sent into t hP. fi e ld fcH· i he- RJH'·cial pm·p·ose of 
HS<:<:--1-taining tl1 e- feasibilit~, of constrn<· t"i ng a 1·ailway on \ 
a 1Jorrtion of t l1 e li ne of Ll 1e· tra,nS-<"Onti.1wnta.l 1·1<mte.s; and 
t hat the explora.tiou pret(-"ded b:y a.t lea:-;t ronr yc•a,1·s the 
Ad of Congress making appropriations '· fm· explorations 
:rnd SUJ'V(·''YR f<w a 1·a.i.ll·o•,Hl route fro111 the ::\fississippi 
HiveP to t he· rnc-ific ()('<'an." 

On Jamrn,ry G, 1859, Ge11 <'·1·a l Rh0tmm1 a<ldre·s!-'1<>,rl a. lct­
tl'l' 1 o Hon. John Rll e1·mn.11 , l\ f. C., and ma<l e· pnbl i c· t lH·ough 
t he· "Nationa.l 1ntelligen<.:P." It is one- of t h e~ most 1·cmai·k­
abl e nncl insfru (·ti.Ye· sho1·t pape1·s to be· fonncl iu t h !:' litera­
tu l''e of t1·ans-tontinf'nta,l rni I way ("(mstr11d.ion. fie gave 
many we·iglrt_)' l'l'n sons wl ,_v a. rni lway to tlw· Pacific· 
khould be• bui lt, but t l1 0,11glil- .it <·onl<l not be- dom· 11nlP'SR 
<lone by i lH'· nniion. " It i:-; a wo1"k of ginnts," J1 e· ~e'lltcn-· 
tiou sJ:v cl e·cla1·ek, ''and Un('l<-' Sam ik,tl1c> on ly gia.nt l know 
'\\·110 tan 01· kl1011 ill g1·a.ppl c> the snb,iect.. " That paper 
.tl onE', in tlH' light of ·1atN· c•ve-nts, wonlc1 ;: tamp its antho1· _ 
HR a far- sre·ing stat <"sman ..ind an <1 nli ~· l1 teiwrl enp;incer. 
Tl <:> sa.it.l: " lt 80 l1:-w1w11::; iliat foi- ih e paHt te-n ye-aJ'S tlt e 
Sit0 na ~e·va,<la. lrns be-en <·1•0:-;sed Ht cve1·y possib le" point 
b? min ers jn S('Hl'tl1 of go,1<1, by e·11 1ignmts go~ng a.1Hl com­
ing·, and by skil Hnl ancl. sti t' nti :fie men. J, mys rl f, have­
been along a /.!,Te·at .pm·t of t hat 1·m1ge·, ancl ha.ve 1w l, e:,, i­
taJion in saying t liat t hc1·c are no-passes by wl1icl1 a 1-.i:il­
way to, be- ti-ave·ll ed by t l, e, most po,we·l'f'ul locomotion n1)w 
in u~e, can be ('al'l'i.ecl t hrough th e Ri0·i-ra, Xevaida, unl ess 
at t h <" extreme hea d of t ltc· 8.1e1·ame-nto, ne-nr t he to,wn of 
Rlrnsta or Fort Reading, <H· at t he• extre-me heacl of the 
San Joaquin, near t he· 'l'H.;jon." 
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And now I wish to sa,y that if the,re are any two, men 
in the United States who, were entitled to the credit of 
enabling us to, construct the Union Pacific Railway, out­
side of those who, put their money in it, and made· it a suc­
cess, those two, men were Genera,ls U. S. Grant and ·w. 'l'. 
Sherman. I unclertake to say that had it no,t been few the 
perso-nal, active and always liberal co-operaition of the 
armies under their direction, the people who built that 
road and faced its cli:ffi.cultieS: would have somewher<~ 
been sto,pped. 

During all t he time of construction of the Union Pacific 
either Grant or Sherman gave 01-de·rs that anything Gen­
eral Dodge asked for should be given to him, lfocause he 
knows und,er the regulations what he is entitled to,. I 
made some requests upon military commanders, that 
were unusual, and I said to the commam:lers: "I want 
;you to obey this, and I will protect yon." \ ,Vhen the offi­
cial reports of what had been done· reached Sherman, h<" 
wrote me a kindly letter, but he said to me, "Don't forget 
not only whwt your duties aJ.·e to, the, Union Pacific, bnt 
also, what your conscience tells you is right towards the 
United Sta,tes in such circumstances, and what we can 
approve." Of course, it was a nice; quiet, gentle reminder 
that they trusted me, and I had gone a little beyond what 
they considered was fair to their trust. 

General Sherman came up to look at the first s-ectiou 
of the road examined after I took charge of the line'. U 
you go back and read the records, you will see be w::is 
pres•ent . Major Bent, a gentlema.J), who is, now at the 
head of one of the greatest industries, in this country, wRs 
assigned t,o, the duty of taking car·e ,of the people who 
examined the road. General Sherman s,aid to him: "Every 
time they build a s•ection here I will be on hand to- look 
at it, and see that it is properly built." Bent wagered 
with General Sherman a basket of champagne that he 
would not do it. Shereman's he3Jdquarters were in St. 
Louis, and we wel'e building and -examining about thirty 
miles of road a month. 'rhis1 would have brought him 
to examine -Ll1 e road. about once every month; s,o, that 
after we had built about one hunclrecl miles of roacl he 
wrote to me and said: "I am not going to1 come- up there 
any longer; I am re·ady to pay my bet." One evening only 
a short time before he died, at the Union Le-ague Club, he 
said to me: "I wish, Dodge, that you would get Bent 
clown to New York, ancl I will pay tha;t basket of cham­
pagne that I owe him." As the- road p1•ogressecl, as yon 
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all know, there was hardly a mile· that was not built 
under the pro,tection of the United States forces. Every 
engineer that ma.de its surveys had to, be protected 
aga,inst the Indians,. You also1 know that the• men when 
they started to their wod;: in the morning stacked their 
muskets by their work, ready to fall in at any moment in 
case they we·re attacked by Indians, and I. have often 
known them to, fall in and defend their camp. . 

Every year· while we- were building this, road Sherman 
went o,ver it, and I re-ported to him just a,s regularly as, I 
did to my superior office:rs, telling him what I was cfojng 
and asking his advice. He sa,w through the- papers that 
there was a question between myself as Chief l~ngineeJJ.· 
and M:r. T. C. Durant, the chief contractor, as to, the lines, 
a.nd that Mr. Durant had declared against the lines that 
the engineers of the road had satl.d were the true lines in 
a eommercial and e-nginee1ring point of view, and that J 
had sent word to the company that if the lines, w·e,ee not 
sustain~d I would have to, resign. 

I was in Utah at the time and received a dispatch. from 
Durant elated a.t Laramie, to l'eturn there immediately to 
meet Gener3Jls Grant and Sherman. I immediately took 
the stag-e and started. for Laramie-. \-Vhen Durant 
r<:~eived my aibsolute refus.aJ. to, accept the lines. they had 
adopted, he wired to Sherman, and Sherman to Grant, 
and both came to Laramie, thousands of miles, sho,wing­
their inte11est in the subject. '11he-y p1·ott!s.ted against 
Durant's action, a.nd when I stepped off the stage Durant 
said to me•: "General, I wamt yon to withdraw your dis­
patch ; the linei:. you want you may have. I am convinced• 
that you are right." The11e I met Grant and SheJJ."'JJlan, 
and went over with them the wl,o,le possibilities, of the 
Union Pacific lin e-. and told t13.em that in iny own opinion 
during the year 1869, with no, untowaJ.'d events, we would 
have the connection. 'L'hey cliscnsi'ierl its pro,babiliti es 
and possibiliti0s1, and said then an:<l. there to• me: "If 
that is your plan, Gene·ral, whatev,e-r you want you may 
have," and they so instructed the eommancle-r of that 
Department, and what I asked for I re·ceived. 

I have only time to read three letters, of the many Gen­
eral Sherin.a,IlJ wro,te me on t his subject, showing iiis 
grasp of the whole problem. 

"St. Louis, ,Jan. 5, 1867. 
My Dear General Dodg,e : At New Orleans I recf'ived 

your welcome letter from New Ym:k, and I a.ssure you, 
on its faith, I b'oasted not aJ little of the vast energy of • 
our countrymen; 303 miles of t he railroad fin ished in one 
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year is a feat tha,t may well be bo•a.sted of. I assure you 
of my hearty cong1;atulations1, aJJ.d t lta;t the greater prob­
lem of the railro·ad seems to be s,o,lving itself very fa :,,t. 

You are exactly right in making your location inde­
pendent o,f locail influence. vVhen I was at Denver and 
'sa,v the lay o.l' the land, 'f felt certain that you would 
locate north of tuat city, and said so, incidentally, bnt 
some fellow got hold of it an.d pitched into, me. As i t was 
none of my business, I held my tongue and couns1el, but 
no•w t he• people t here v,rill see that though Denver is some, 
still it is not enough, to, direct from its com se t he Great 
National Highway. I also h'!a1'11 wit h pleasure that 5,our 
Eastern connection is clone within twenty-two mile/, and 
I ha,ve ordered all troops and sto1'('S for- tl ie Depa1·t ment 
of the Platte to go via Chicago, Clintou and Omaha. 

'Phe lo•ss o f Col. Ji'etterrnan's comm and up at P hil Kear­
ney may clistm·b your people; bnt <lou't let it, for we shall 
persevere ·and push that road to Vfrginia City, and it will 
divert the attention of the hostil e Sionx from yom· mad. 
'rhe point wher €' yon cross t he No,rl·lt Platte and Ji'ort 
Lar amie ·will become great mi lita.i·y points-, aml _yon 
sh9uld maJ"e arrang€'ments ,vi.th ears to land the1·e· our 
troops and store;:,. I take it for p;l·antecl that you get 
along well with Cooke, and hi s Qnm·terrnaster, Myers. 

I wonld like to know how foJ• t his sicl e- of old Ca.mp 
,vaJbach you propose to leave t he Lodge Pole. It lo·oked 
to me as if you cou ld t~k€' th €' divide r:;·ome: t,c->n miles this 
side, and get ttp some 700 or S00 feet before you r each tb e 
Black Hills,. I remember well the difli.cnt_y in Califo111h1. 
Our first loca,tions clung t o t he valleys, for some t bfrty 
miles out of Sac:i·anwnto,, and t hc->n it was too late to i-ise 
t he mounta,ins. ·w1te1•e,as novv, the ro,acl be·gins to rise at 
once on leaving Sac·1·am ento, so that t hey get up n0a1· two 
thousand feet before t hey strike th e rn onntains. I mp­
pose your location dcscencls into the Lm:"amie Pl ains not 
fa.r• from \i\Tillov;r Rpring-f4 Stati,on, twelve mi.le·s s1outhea~t 
O>f the new Foret Ste vem;, (John Buford). 

rrhe coming yc-a r, fo1· better or ,vo1·se, i.s to· be an im pm'i"­
ant one to our count1·y, and if you co,uld, by strperehuman 
e-ne1·p,-y, r ea,ch t he foot of t he mountains near ,Valbacb, it 
would be a, g1·en,t acl, irvcment . 'l'hat will be t he military 
point for the road. North and South from t hat point a1·e 
good by re•ason of the nearness of thE' wood, t he abundant 
g:rass and water, ancl -va.lleys that affm•(l go,od ro-a.chvays 
fo1· trave·ling. I will (lo my utmost thxt Gen . Cooke have 
fo r ce enough to cover your parties absolutely, which v1:ill 

be easy from the forkR of the P latte westward. 
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l <.:nme up from ,Ne,v Orleans, by rail. Saw our old 
stamping ground, J a.ck son, 1\fiss.; Uanton, Grenada,. 
Grand Junction aucl Jackson, '.L'enn. 1 fea;recl. s.omehody 
would offend me, but such was not the ca,se. I ·saw any 
quantity of old rebels ,vho were as polite as po,ssible. 

,vishing the great enterprise as much i3nccess in 18fi7 
as .in 1866, I an1, as ever, your friend, 

VY T. She1·man." 
"St. l1ouis, January 18, 1867. 

I llave just rea.d wit h inten se interest yom lette1· of the 
14th, aJ1d though you wanted it kept to myself I believe 
you ,vill sanction my sending it to, General Grant for his 
individual perusal , t o be r eturned to me. 

It is alm ost a miracle to grasp your proposition to 
finish to, Fort Sancle1·s this year, but yon have· clone so 
much t l1at I mistru st my own judgment and accept yours. 

I r ~,gm•(l t hi s ro-::1.d of yo,ms as t he solution of the Indian 
affairs, and of t he IHormon question, and t herefore give 
you all that I possibly can; but t he demand for soldiers 
everyv,rhere, and the slowness of enlistment, especially 
among t he blacks, limits nnr ability to, respond. Natu1·­
ally each officer exagge1·at0s hi :a; o,wn troubles,arnlappealR 
fm· men; thns Orel is greatl y exercised lest t he blacks and 
whites c-ornm ence, a ,var of :i·ace, and Y11 ould ha.vc->· fom· 01· 
five 1·e,g'inwnts scatter ed over the ,vhole statr of Ai-kansas 
to p1·0vent loca,1 t roublc->·. I ,,vant to punish and subd1w 
t he Inclian:a;, who, a.re t he rnem ies of our ra,ce· and prog-
1·e,ss, but even in t hat it is well sometimes to pro·ceed with 
clue deliberation. I have no'"v General Terr y on the Upper 
Missoul'i, Genelal Anger witlJ. yon, a,nd General HancoC'k 
jnst below, an young, enterprising men, fit for counsel or 
the field . Twill endra.vor t o arrange so ,,that hereafter all 
:a;Jrnll ad on ('Ommou pri nciples ancl with a, common pnr- • 
pose·, and t l10 :fh·st stc->p, of cou1·s,e, is to arrange :for t hc-> 
ncc·nmuJation of t he necessarv men and matel:ials at t he 
l'i ~ht points, fo y ,vhich yom· 1~fdlroad is the very tbirn2:. 

M. 0. 
Auger will be with you before this, an·d you will find 

him prepared to, second you to, t he utmost o.f' his powe:i·. 
I want liim to study his · nrohlem and call on Grant, 
th rough me, for the least force· that is adequate, for we _ 
mnst res1wtt t he il ema.ml fr,om other quai·ters,. Of course, 
I am disposed to find fa.ult that our soldiers are no,w tied 
up in the Southern states, but in the light they are now 
r egarded, it would be impoHtic and imprudent for me to · 
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say so publicly. All I can do is to keep General Grant 
well info1•med, so that he may distribute his army to, the 
best advantage for the who,le country. 

As to supplies, General Augei- will be, and is, at liberty 
to conti·ol tllis question accordingtothestateoffac:ts:. The 
staff officers at Omaha are supplied with funds, and are 
on the spot, authorized to, buy or call for supplies from 
Chicago or St. Louis. 'fhough west Iowa might supply 
your markets abundantly, yet if suddenly called on for 
millions of pounds of flo,ur, sugair, co.ffee and ba,con, they 
would jump the price, but you kno,w we have no,w Quar­
termasters andCommissaJ.iesabsolutely disinterested, an<l 
qualified to arrange this matteT. I will surely be up this 
year many times,, and will go over every rail mo,1,e th.an 
once. I don't want to go to, Utah until your road ap­
proaches Bridger, which cannot be this year; and I ,don't 
want Congress to bother itself about Mormon affairs 
until then, and the Gentiles would do, well to, ho,ld their 
wngues a,nd pens until it becomes feasible to, act in case 
of laws or threats. It is, nonsense now for us to send a 
large force there, and besides, it is impossible, and would 
be to the intet·ests of the Mormons, by the prices they 
would exact of us for meat and bread. 

Don1t fail to keep in with General Auger, Myers, etc., 
who can be of service to you in many ways., 

W. 'l'. Sherman, 1\fajo·r General. 

St. Louis, May 7, 1867. 
My Dear General Dodge: I have yom valuable letter 

of April 28th, and am fully co,nvinced that you will com­
plete that road th1 s season to the head of Oro,v Creek, and 
it may be, to Fo,rt Sanders.. Where the spring has heen 
so prolonged, I think you may safely count on a late fall. 
I will not be surp:rised if you lay rails up to Christmas. 

I think this year is our crisis on the plains,, because 
every month and yea;r will diminish the necessity for 
tro,o,ps in the reconstructed Sta,tes,, and give us mo,re and 
more tro·ops for the pla,ins, especiaJly cavalry. 

I suppose I am in for the excursion up the Mediter­
ra:nean. We aJ.·e advertised to sail for Gibraltar June 8, 
and ought to reach Marseilles July 4•. ·we are then to 
cruise along the l\fediterranean and Black Seas, stopping 
at Genoa, Leghorn, Naples, Athens,, Oonstantinople and 
the Crimeai (Sebastopol); then out to, Smyrna, Beirout, 
,Joppa and Alexandria~ back to the coast of Spain, and 
out to Medina, and home .in October. If you will keep 

,. 
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Nichols here aclvis,ed, he .will reach me through Geniet·al 
Dix at Paris, and I will arrange fo.r Genera,! Grant to. tele­
graph me should anything o.f enough importance occur to 
call me back, in which event, I will be p1~ep,arecl to leave 
the ship and r eturn by way of England. My Departments 
are now well commanded, and should any combin:wtion of 
the troo,ps be necessa,Yy, General Grant will order. I 
would not go H I thought anything would suffer, but it is 
vain for me t.01 suppose my presence ne·cessa!l.'Y when Gen­
eral Grant freely offers to spare me. I will beaa.· in mind 
your wish and wil write you some letters from abroad as 
a keepsake, and as evidence of my personal friendship. 

Wishing you and yours all possible happiness, etc. 
• W. 'l'. Sherman. 

The tracks were joined at Promontory on May 10, 1869, 
and, not forgetting what Sherman, had done to, malre the 
great transcontinental line a success., I sent him a dis­
patch when the la.st spike was being driven. General 
Sherman answered as follo•ws: 

Washington, May 11, 1869. 
General G. M. Dodge: In common with millions, I sat 

yesterday and heard the myst1c taps of the telegraphic 
battery announce the nailing of the last spike in the great 
Pacific road. Indeed am I its friend. Yes. Yet, am I to 
be a part orf it, for as early as 1864 I was Vice-President 
of the cff'ort begun in San Francisco, under the contract of 
Robins1on, Seymour &. Oompany. As soon as General 
'fhomas makes certain preliminary inspections. in his new 
command on the Pacific, I will go, out and, I need not 
say, will ha,ve different :facilities fro,ip. that of 1846, when . 
the only wa,y to, CaJifornia was by s1ail around Cape, Horn, 
taking our ships 196 clays. All honor to you, to Durant, 
to Jack a,ncl Dan Casement, to Reed, and the tho,trnancls 
of brave fellows who have wrought out this glo,rious. prob­
lem, spite o.f changes, sforms, and eiven doubts of the 
incredulous, and an the obstacles.you have no,w rapidly 
surmounted. vV. T. Sherman,, GeDJeral. 

'l'here is no one who has taken so active a pa1>t, and 
who has accomplished so much for the benefit of the Go,v- , 
ernment, in the building of the trans.continental railroads 
as General She1wan. He has taken occasion to looik after 
and to speak his mind frankly about them since the!ir con­
struction, and in September, 1888, in commeoo.ng upon a 
paper which was read: before th Sodety of the Army of . 
the Tennessee<, upon the 'l'ranscontinerntaJ Railway, he 
~poke as folloiws: 
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"I ne,ed not speak to an au<.l ienc:e such as, this, in praise­
of tl.J.e histm:ic paper just read by General Dodge. It so 
happened t liat I ·was, before the Oivil War, dm-ing it and 
siuc:e, de,eply interested in tbe great problem of a Pacific 
railroad. Every word of General Docl.g·e's paper is true to 
my persona,l lmowedge, and l endorne eve1-y proposition 
he has made. 

" Then the Civil " rar was over, you must all 1·emember 
tha.t I was stationed a,t St. Louis., in coinmand of all tl.J.e 
troops on the weste'.l:n plains as Jar out as Utah. I found 
Gene1·al Dodge as Chie,f Engineer of the Union Pacific· 
Railroad, in the success of which enterprise I felt the 
greatest po,ssible inte1:est. I promised the most perfect 
protection by u,oops of the reconnoitering, surveying and 
construction parties ; and made frequent personal visits, 
on horsebad-: and in ambulance, and noticed that the 
heads of al the pm.--ties. had been so,ldiers dud.ng t he-civil 
war. I firmly beli e-ve that the CivH \Var trained tb e men 
who built tha,t g1·eat nat ional highway, and, as Genera l 
Dodge has so ve·1·y gr:aphically clescribed, he cou ld call on 
any body of men to-' fall in,' 'take m.·ms, fo11.'m platoons-and 
companies,' 'deploy as .skirmishers? and fight the maraud­
ing Indians just a.s th ey bad learned to fLght the rebels. 
down at Atlanta. I will not claim tha,t they we,r e all of 
t he Al·my of the Tennessee, but t he he.a.els, o,f thei parties 
were all, or nearly all, Union solcliern. 

"I ·was particularly int01·estcd iu that JHn-t of.the paper­
whe-rcin is descrihecl tlw discovery of the wa,;v to cross, the­
Black Hill s beyond Oheycmne. 'Phe1·e was no Cheyenn-e­
then. 'l'hev were limitl'd bv i:JH' Jaw to 11g foot grade to 
the mile. ·rnstea cl of foHo-,.;,ing: the valle~; o{ .Lndg-e Pole> 
Cr <:'ek, as all p1·0vions _ engince-rs ha,1 doue, li e those- the 
npper 01· anti-cliual line1 instead of the lowf~r, o,r sin-clinal 
line. 'l'his was a sti-oke of genius, by which they sin­
mounted t he Rocky lVf onntaius by a grade of eighty feet 
to t he mj le, whc-1·eas by any other ronte then known he· 
woulQ. have been fo1·ced to, a grade of 200 feet, or to adopt 
short curves t ln·ough the Laramie PasR. 

"The Union a.nd Central Pacific Railroads we1'e t he 
pioneeJ• trans.contin ental roads, in Am erica,, and eve•1'y 
man who dirl his part Rhoulcl receive all honor. Novv there 
are fi ve transcontinental rail roR cls, t he· last t he Canadian 
Padfi c. 

It so happened t hat two yt;ars ago, having b·a.velNl by 
<-'V<"I'Y other, I exprc-ssC'cl a wish to ret urn from Sau F'ran­
cisco easbvard by t he Cauac1ian Pacific, just cumplete<L 

.Lo 
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To my amaz'ement, I disco,:ered t hat the Pres-i<lent o,f that 
rai h·oad was 1\fajor ·w. C. Van Horne, one of out raii.lroad. 
men, educa,te-d in our war between .Nashville and Atlanta. 
He was t hen, as now, the Presid ent of tl iat raill'oad, with 
a salai·y of from $25,000 to $50,000, arnl they talked of 
making him a, D11 ke·. He tan hold his o,-vn with a.ny D uke 
I have t llu s far encounte1'ecl. Anyhow. he acted like a 
Prince to me. From his officE~ in Montreal li e ordeTecl bis 
agent a.t Victol"ia, iu British Oolu111bia, to extend to Gen• 
eral Sherman eve-1·y pos:::;i.ble c-ourtesy, ·whi.ch was done·. T 
had a speciaJ ca1· fo1· myself and daugl ,t~r, Lizzie, witll 
privilege of stopping over at a,ny station. 

"On myway0-astwardl rnet manypeo,p leand heard many 
t hings of deep int0rest to, me, and, may-be, to you. 'l'here 
m·e tln,ee rn oun la~n ranges he·tweeu the 1\iissi.ssippi, or 
1-a:ther, t he Miss,onl'i Ya.lley, :.wd t he P ad.fie: Ocean, the 
Hoel.des, t l, e Wasatch and t l, c Oas,ra<les. These converge 
to t he no-rthwe·st, so t hat in the Canadian rad:fi.c the 
enginee·i-s had to, meet t li em c:loser together than by our 
No1·thern Pacific or by t he Central and Union. 

Tu t he :ftrst e,xplorations t he English eug-ineers saw no 
escape from t h0 conclusion t hat to, pass the-se ra.nges from 
i l1 Fil' st.u·ting point on to t h <"· Pacifw, Vancouver, a, rn ag­
ni. fi c-P·nt 1Hwt, t hey woulrl J1 c1ve· tofollc}wtlte gra:deo-fF'raser 
Hiv(•1·, by ih~ we-1:rt branch, to its very ]le,a d, near t he- Ilenry 
Ho-us(-", a nd tl1 c•nce c1'esce·nd t lrn Athabasc·a. l:'-astward to 
Vi'inni.pc"g, pl e. 'rhi s r-oute ,vas a.bout 400 miles long<"·r 
tJtan t he- <l il-<'<"t line. 'l'hc board of dirertorn in )fontl'eal 
th0n call ecl on our TJnited Rtntes experienced engineers, 
and fomHl a man who und<'l"i:nok to cut ac-ross t h is gr<'at 
bend or loop . 

"1nsteai<l o,f fo ll o·wing· t he west b1·anch. of t he F'raser 
Biver, he took t he east bntneh, 'L' l1 ornpson's, up to the 
Kamloops' lake. 'l''lte, mountains 0-a.stward seemed im­
vassa.ble, but he r·eas.onecl ',vJ ,er·e t l1 ere's a will t l1 ere'~ a 
way.' 'fln°oup;l1 brush aJ1cl ti•e,ei'\ li e fo r <· ecl his way, a.ncl 
found a pass in tl'te Cascade range caUed Kickin!!; Ilo-rse, 
where- his horse had kicke~1 him on his, kpee. Persever­
ing-, he, in t he next or main 1·ang-0,, observed the fl.ig l1 t of 
an e,a.g-le, which did 1wt, as 1rnnal, pass, ov<"r t he highest 
visible pe-ak but disappeared aJ."Ound a point; so, he fo l­
lowed t he samE' rourse, fou nd an unexpected break, and 
located a. r-a.ilroad wit h l0f's g-ra:1l es than t he Union Pacific, 
and saved a distance of fom· lnmdred miles, or twenty 
millions of dollars. 
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"In looking over the usua;l time0 tables o.f the Canadian 
Pacific, you will :find the Kicking Horne and Eagle Pass 
through which millions of peo,ple will travel and millions 
of dollars orf freight will pass. All are, in part, the conse­
quence of our Civil War, and the men it educated." 

On December 21, 1884, Coil. F. D. Grant informed me 
that he had jus,t come from Dr. Fordyce BaJwe, who told 
him that his father could not live long; perhaps a month 
or two, perhaps not so long. He said that Governor Fish 
and Dr. Newman we,re the only ones that lrnev1r i t. I was 
thunderstruck, for only the Sunday before I was at t he 
house, and the General looked fairl y well, though I knew 
he wa s much distressed. 

I told Colonel Grant tha,t Sherman was in the city, and 
suggested going rlown and telling him how sick his, father 
was, and have him se·e him. vVe we,nt to, the Fifth Avenue 
Hotel and found GenieraJ She,rmaJ1, who said he was in 
good health; was troubled some· with asthma, but was 
full of wrn:k, attc-nding to meetings, etc., etc. Colon<'l Fred 
said to Gen,eral Sherman : "I think my father's History 
tells more of what you did than your own memoirs." Sher­
man said: "Well, when Grant ,vrites anything ,ve ca n ::i.ll 
depend on getting tl!e facts,. ·when he ,v1itcs H,nd sflys 
himself what was done, and what he sa·w1 no socll<'ir ne0d 
fear; but when otheJ'S write what h0 clews and says: it is 
not always so.1

' Col. Fred sajd he had be,en having con­
sicl<"rable trouble with the publishers or eclitoi•s, of t he 
Century1 who, were to, publish the vrnJ.· articles, Shiluh, 
Vicksburg, Wilderness and Appomattox, and t hat tlwy 
had made his father very angry; that they wantecl him Lo 
change the wo1'cl 1•ebel in his articles to confoderate· and 
the word union to federal. He said that :finally General 
Grant wrote a sl10'rt letter demanding that hiR articles, be 
published as, wlitten. Fred furthe'l' sa.icl that his fatlte1' 
had written thrC'c articles, but that he did not believe he 
would write any more. Sherman said: '"rhi s trying to 
soften treason by expunging the word s of the Gene1·al 
,vas ,vrong, a.nd that if it kept on, p1·etty soon the sons of 
Southern s,o,ldiers, would consideri.· it as much of an honor 
that th0ir fathers fought unde,i• Lee as the sons of a Union 
General tha.t their fathers, fought unde·r Grant; that the 
line of union and rebel, of loyalty and treason, should b0 
always kept distinct." I remarked: "As, lo,ng as our 
friends live it will, but th0 tendency all the time is to wipe 
ont history, to, fo1"get it, forgive, excuse, m1cl soften, and 
wh<"n all th e soldierR pass, from this1 age it will be easy 
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to slip into the idea that · one side was as good as the 
other. It looks as though it was that way today." Sher­
man said : "lt was a conspiracy until Sumter wa,s :fired 
upon, after that i t ,vas a rebellion." 

During a ti'ip from New York to Cincinna,ti to attend a 
meeting of the Society of the Army o.f the Tennessee, the 
question o-f the transcontinental lines came up, and Sher­
man expressed a wish that when the lines from Portland, 
Oregon, which were being connected by way of Tacoma 
and Seattle, and so on north to the Canadian P acific, were 
completed, we could make a trip, sta,rting from New York 
and going by way of California, and thence nor-th and 
back by way of the Canadian P acific, ending our trip and 
making the circle complete in New Yoil'k. I said to, him: 
"Gene1·aJ, whenever that connection is mad,e, I will take 
a car, and we will make the trip. You shall_ select your 
pa1'1:y. I have never seen the Canadian Pacific, and I will 
wait and go with you." 

A short time befo1,e he died, in 1891, he was, in my office 
in New Y o,rk, and was standing at the window looking at 
the grand view of New York bay. H e said to me: "Dodge, 
have you noticed that that line betweern Seattle and t he 
Canadian Pacific is nearly completed?" I answered, and 
said I had no,t, but when it was I was ready to make the 
trip. 

I le.rt NC'w York a few days afterward. When I reached 
Omaha I received a telegram from his family, and was 
called back Lo attend his funeral, and while he la·y dead 
in New York the co,nnection of those lines was made. It 
was the only thing which he seemed to express ai great 
desire to accomplish before he rouncl·ed up his life, and it 
is the regret o,f my life that he was unable, to do, so. 

We see, then, t hat General Sherman, as a soldier, and 
,villiam 'l'ecumseh Sherman as a citizen, were distinctly 
two diffei•ent men. Sherman ·as a so,ldier asked nothing, 
would taJ{e nothing except duty from his suboTdinates, 
and he gave Il!Othing but a,bsolute lo,yalty and duty to a 
superior. H e had the good will of every man.who, worked 
under him. I kno,w of no man who ~ver received an order 
to mal{e a march or go info battle', bu felt he would make 
the one successful and win ·the other. Sherman had the 
nickname in the Army of the 'rennessee of the "Old Ty­
coon," but the soldiers knew that he protected and looked 
after their interests, ahcl. they knew he would take care 
of them. 
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General Sherman after the war, when he came into ­
civil life, was o,ne of the most generous of men. 'fhe o,lcl 
soldiers and commanders who s,crvecl under him, he could 
mot be too gradous to. At e·vc'1'y oppo11•turuity hie ·would 
push them to, the front. At a dinner, at his, dub, OIJ.' at 
his home, he ha.cl a nice way or faculty o,f making eve1.·y 
soldier believe that he had done something wonderful, or· 
he gave him the credit o,f having clone somethi]llg· that 
would give him a, standing wherever he was. 

He spent a great portion of his income for the personal 
good of old soldiers, and no pe1'son corulcl have traveled 
with him, as I have done, and see the expressions of love, 
sympathy and respect he received, but vvould value him 
as I do for his large gene1,osity a.nd great deeds after the 
wa.r. And, as a. statesman his1 w1·itings and speeches 
stamp llirn as able to gra,pple witlt any national pro,blem. 

It sec'rns a.lmo,st impossibl e fo,r usi who, kne•w, him from 
the begiunfog of the ,vaJ.' to its clO'se, and then to havf> 
known hhn frorn t he close· of the wnr till his death, to 
appreciate the two, distinct qualities t hat made him 
supe-ri.01• in each of his two live-s,. 

The pa,tience, the fumness, the rcso,lution ,vith which 
he pursued his difficult campaign ::i,gainst Johns,ton from 
Chattanoo,ga to Atla.nta constitute one of the fi.nes't 
achievements in histo,1-y. 'fhe boldness, of conception, i.he 
ingenuity of the plan, the accepting of clespe1·ate chances, 
in giv.ing Lee an opportunity to crush him in his campaign 
fro,m Sa,vamrnJ1 to Golcls:bo,ro, ·will .fo,rever give She1·ma,n 
prestige as a, boJd, fenrless, strategicnJ commana.e,e. Upon 
t hat campaagni alone I am wiling to staJrn Shermam's repu­
tation for all time. 

• 

\ 




