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Hello Genealogists and friends, 

A big thank you to everyone who 
responded to the request for votes for 
officers. There were no write-ins.© 
Officers for two years are: 
President - La Von Eblen 
Vice-president - Doris Krogman 
Secretary- Glenna Thompsen 
Treasurer - Carolyn Key 

A new year is just a few days away. 
That means dues are due. See the form 
included. 

You will see that most of this newsletter 
is a result of research done by Beth 
Johnson. 
Most ofus said, "Wow! I didn't know 
anything about these Singers!" You likely 
have discovered interesting stories through 
your researching. Please share them by 
sending them for use in this newsletter. 

Best wishes, La Von 

***************** 

The following article is from the program 
given by Beth Johnson at CCGS meeting 
on November 1 7, 2022 

"The Fisk Jubilee Singers" was formed in 
Nashville, Tennessee, by the American 
Missionary Association, to educate 
freedmen and woman. In 1871 the 
University was facing serious financial 
difficulty. To avert closure, Fisk's treasurer 
and music director George White, a 

Northern missionary, dedicated to music 
and proving that African Americans were 
the intellectual equals of whites, gathered a 
nine-member student chorus. On October 
6, 1871 the group, under Whites direction, 
started the first tour of the Fisk Jubilee 
Singers. 

In the beginning the group sang mostly 
European composers to mixed reviews. As 
the tours progressed the singers added 
slave songs that had never been sung in 
public. "Songs that were sacred to our 
parents, who used them in their religious 
worship ... " according to Ella Sheppard, 
soprano. In the next few years the group 
performed in Washington, D.C. for the 
members of the U.S. Congress, and in New 
York and Boston. In 1873 they toured 
Great Britain and Europe. The group of 11 
members sang for Queen V ictoria in April 
of that year. Due to the grueling touring 
schedule the original group disbanded and 
a new group was formed. 

In May of 1887 the Fisk Jubilee Singers 
gave a performance at Rood's Hall in 
Anita, Iowa. Mr. Chas H. Whitmore had 
the pleasure to announce the engagement. 
In the advertisement for the musical 
evening "That music touches-- it takes 
hold", Unknown Prince of Germany. 
"Their songs open the fountain of tears" -
Rev Theo L. Cuyler, D.D. Cost of 
admission was 50 cents. 

On Tuesday, May 10, 1887 the Atlantic 
Opera House was the host to the world­
famous Jubilee Singers, from Fisk 
University, Nashville, Tennessee. Cost of 
admission is 35, 50 and 75 cents. Seats 
were on sale at Rurson's. 

The Atlantic Daily Telegraph said" Rev. 
J.M. Cummings, of Anita, was in the city
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