


Note from Mary June 2022 

Picture taken November 2, 1912. News article 

from the November 4, 1912 Atlantic News 
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The Cartercar was named for Byron J. Carter, an early automobile pioneer. The car was produced in 

small quantities in Jackson, Ml between 1903 and 1905. The Cartercar Company was purchased by 

General Motors in 1909, which owned the Cartercar Company through the end of production in 1915. 

The most novel feature of the Cartercar was the "gearless transmission" which had no gears to strip, no 

clutch to slip, unlimited speeds and could climb a 50% grade. This was demonstrated in the above 

picture of the car climbing the Atlantic Court House steps. 

Will Baxter was the Cartercar sales person in Atlantic. Will was a son of James Baxter and lived in the 

Lewis area. James Baxter was one of the Abolitionist and his house in Lewis was a stop on the 

Underground Railroad. Will married Caroline E. Richardson of Hancock on May 16, 1894. Will and 

Caroline had one son, Carlos Baxter. 


