




One hundred years ago the 1920 census gave 
Cass County 1,9?,2 foreign born citizens. The 
ethnicity is broken down by the following 
countries: 

Germany 614 
Denmark. 308 
England 99 .. 
Sweden 76 " 

Ireland 61 
Canada 56 
Scotland 6 
Norway 21 
Mexico 9 
Switzerland 6 
France 5 
Austria 4 
Wales 4 
Bohemia 3 
Greece 2 
Italy 1 
Japan 1 
Poland 1 
New Zealand 1 
The total population of Cass County was 19,421 

Interested in that one Cass County resident 
from New Zealand? John Reed was a single 
male, boarder in the home of Phillip Williams. 
He was a mechanic living in Grant township and 
his parents were from Scotland. 

To find all this information I used the Atlantic 
· Library's Digital Research, using Heritage Quest.
You may either put in the name of the person 
you are looking for or you may click on the US 
Federal Census for the year you are interested 
in. Then you may brows the collection by State, 
County and Township. 

Using census records to help in the search for 
your family tree is valuable. In the case of Cass 
County one of the census workers very carefully 
put down the area of Germany that the person 
came from. Census workers were not chosen 
for their good penmanship, however and some 
records are very difficult to read. In the case of 
Heritage Quest by using your computer curser a 
yellow highlight will follow the name and the 
words will reappear in printed form. That clue 
gives you a better idea of where to start your 
search. 
Contributed by Beth Johnson 
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