


Note from Mary 

CCGS recently received email from Teri Forsyth 
asking if we would be interested in the Peter 
Janss/Lucy Lindeman Family Story. Teri sent it 
by email and it was printed off. 

Information on Peter Janss 

Born and raised in Germany, a member of 

the German Imperial Army. He and most of 

his siblings immigrated to America in 1900. 

He and his wife were very patriotic to 

America and loved their community. A 

Butcher by trade, Peter was hard working 

and known for his honest work. A good and 

kindly man. He and Lucy had two sons and 

four grandchildren. Gardening was his 

hobby. 

(provided by Teri Forsyth, findagrave 

member #48068602, on March 26, 2013) 

Peter D. Janss was born in Holstein Germany 

on March 15,1878 the son of John and Anna 

Janss. Peter died 18 Nov. 1962 

Information on Lucy Lindeman Janss: 

German heritage, Lucy was very dedicated to 
house and home. Perfection was her goal in 
most everything. Gardening and talking politics 
was her hobby. Many in the community came 
around to see one of the best Christmas 
displays in their yard each year. She had a sharp 
mind and recalled many facts. That was 
invaluable when she wrote the family history 
full of stories from those long-gone days. Those 
stories are passed around and treasured within 
the family today. 
(provided by Teri Forsyth, findagrave member 
#48068602, on March 26, 2013) 
Lucy was the daughter of William and Catherine 
Gerlach Lindeman. She was born in Noble 
township May 11, 1879 and died 14 April 1960. 

Also enclosed with the Janss/Lindeman story 

was a picture of five young men who were 

members of the Melody Boys Orchestra. 

Robert Janss, son of Peter and Lucy was named 

as one of the boys and he is holding a violin (or 

fiddle) on his lap in the picture. Teri did not 

know the names of the other boys in the 

orchestra. It was helpful to determine a time 

frame for the group. Robert graduated from 

Atlantic Highschool in 1928. Looking through 

the years of 1926-1928 in the Atlantic 
Newspaper archives lead to an article in the 

Telegraph dated Mach 15, 1927 where the Elks 

Club was having a Dad-Lad Banquet and "Rapp's 

Melody Boys" served as entertainment. 

The article goes on to say '7he five-piece 

orchestra, known as "Rapp's Melody Boys," 

furnished some snappy numbers during the 

dinner. This aggregation is composed of 

Ronald Rapp, Robert Steffens, Robert Janss, 

Howard Neff and Melvin Myers. The group 

was known as Margie and Her Melody Boys in 

an ad for a Free Dance on Saturday, Sept. 1, 

1928 at John Anderson's. Doing a little research 

on the "guys" I found Robert (Bob) Janss died 

Dec 27, 1982 in Boise, Idaho. Howard Neff, son 

of Mr. and Mrs. Lou Neff died July 17, 1931 at 

college in Ames, IA. from spinal meningitis. He 

was laid to rest in the Atlantic Cemetery. 
Ronald Lavern Rapp son of Mr. and Mrs. William 

Rapp died Oct 6, 2003 in Long Beach California. 

He is buried in Graceland Cemetery in Avoca. At 

this time, CCGS has not been able to uncover 

any updated information on Melvin Myers. An 

interesting side note on the orchestra is Howard 

Neff and Robert Janss were cousins as their 

mothers were sisters. 

Do you have a family story you would like to 

share with the other members of CCGS? 


