


Note from Mary

Oliver Mills 1821-1907

Farmer, Politician, Trustee of

the State Agricultural College

at Ames and known

Abolitionist. 

Wilbur H. Siebert complied

the following seven question

letter which was mailed to

some of the known

abolitionist around the

country. This is the reply of

Oliver Mills, Lewis, Cass

County. Sophia Arnold Mills,

wife of Oliver Mills, was a

cousin of John Brown who

visited in their home on

occasion when passing

through Lewis with his

"dusky passengers".

Lewis, Iowa, Oct. 18, 1894

Hon. W. H. Siebert,

Columbus, Ohio

My Dear Sir: 

Though I am now old and in

infirm health I will try to

answer the proposed

questions in your 

communication.

The route. The route from

Missouri was usually to

Tabor, Iowa, where nearly

every house was a depot,

thence to Lewis, 50 miles via

a Mr. Bradburgh ((Bradway),

which was a halfway station

at times, otherwise the

whole SO miles was covered

by Tabor people. 

The period of activity.

About 5 years after my

residence at Lewis, Iowa.

Here I will say (at Lewis) the

home of Rev. Geo. B.

Hitchcock was one of the

principal resting places as

well as that of J. N. Coe,

Amos Gridley, my own home

any others. 

The method of operation.

The method of 

communication was by horse

or mule teams. Scarcely any

notice was ever taken of the

arrival of trains and

sometimes several wagon

loads would come in upon us

(usually at night). 

Memorable incidents.

cannot now remember dates

or any especial incidents of

interest, but one that

occurred, I think Dec. 1858.

Two colored girls belonging

to one Col. Nuckols escaped

and arrived at Lewis closely

pursued by Nuckols and his

men. They were secreted at

a house but not suspected

and by good strategy were

removed to Canada, right

through the midst of their

pursuers. This broke up

following fugitives.

Your own connection. I had

resided before coming to

Iowa in Trumbull Co., Ohio,

and was associated with

Plumb, Keep, and many

other anti-slavery men

helping on to freedom in

canada all who came to us

from the slaveholding states,

never having a single one

taken from us into slavery.

This was from 1840-1850.

Names and addresses. 1

cannot now give you further

information but refer you to

Pres. Brooks of Tabor, Iowa.

Biographical Sketch. I was

born at Gustavus, Trumbull

county, Ohio, Feb. 1, 1819.

Residing there until March,

1850 when I removed to

Iowa and have resided here

ever since. Many in fact of

those with whom 1 was

associated in the antislavery

cause have gone to their final

account. 1 had forgotten to

mention the names of

Giddings and Wade of

Ashtabula county, Ohio, who

have been the great

defenders of the poor slave.

I am now an old man but

love to be alive to see slavery

abolished and our country

free from its stain, and these

imperfect sketches and

answerers I cheerfully hand

you. 

Very Respectfully,

Oliver Mills 



Our mail is still going to the Atlantic Library at 507 Poplar Street. 
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